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FFA  Unites  Youth  With 
Opportunities 

Discovery — that's  what  it's  all  about — young  men 
and  women  seeking  insights  into  their  future  in  agri- 
culture, looking  down  the  road  today  for  a  glance  at 
tomorrow. 

The  key  to  success  in  their  search  is  a  sound  voca- 
tional education  program.  When  combined  with  an 
active  FFA  chapter  in  which  members  learn  by  doing, 
the  program  unites  youth  with  career  opportunities  in 
agriculture. 

The  vocational  agriculture — FFA  program  of 
career  education  strives  to  match  the  individual's  skills 
and  potentials  with  likely  opportunities  which  the 
student  may  find  interesting  and  relevant. 

The  expansion  of  career  opportunities  in  the 
American  agri-complex  means  expanded  opportunities 
to  FFA  members. 

FFA  provides  its  members  an  opportunity  to 
develop  their  personal  and  career  potentials,  such  as 
assuming  responsibility,  taking  the  lead,  speaking  out 
for  what  they  believe,  working  with  others  and  making 
decisions. 


The  National  Association  of  Secondary  School  Principals 

has  placed  this  program  on  the  Advisory  List  of  National 

Contests  and  Activities  for  1972-73 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  (FFA)  is  the  national  organi- 
zation of  students  studying  vocational  agriculture  in  public  secondary 
schools,  under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Vocational  Education 
Acts.  Launched  at  Kansas  City  in  November  1928,  the  organization 
has  continued  to  develop  rapidly.  The  active  membership  is  432,288 
in  7,857  chapters. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  FFA  organization  is  the  development  of 
agricultural  leadership,  cooperation,  citizenship  and  patriotism.  Other 
purposes  include :  strengthening  the  confidence  of  youth  in  themselves 
and  their  work;  more  intelligent  choice  of  agricultural  occupations; 
improving  the  rural  home  and  its  surroundings ;  encouraging  coopera- 
tive effort;  encouraging  thrift;  improving  scholarship;  providing 
organized  recreational  activities  and  supplementing,  by  means  of 
student-initiated  and  student-directed  activities,  the  systematic  in- 
struction offered  to  students  regularly  enrolled  in  vocational  agri- 
culture courses. 

The  FFA  has  taken  its  place  with  other  agencies  interested  in 
the  upbuilding  of  agriculture  and  the  improvement  of  country  life. 
National  headquarters  of  the  FFA  is  located  in  the  National  FFA 
Center  at  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

The  45th  National  Convention  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
was  held  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  October 
11-13,  1972.  The  over  14,600  who  registered  from  fifty  chartered 
associations  for  that  youthful  exposition  of  progressive  leadership 
development,  together  with  many  representatives  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, must  surely  have  returned  home  with  a  stronger  belief  in  the 
future  of  agriculture. 

The  minutes  of  the  convention  sessions  are  included,  along  with 
certain  other  important  material  which  is  supplementary  to  or  ex- 
planatory of  the  convention  activities.  Thanks  are  due  many  persons 
whose  leadership  and  dedicated  efforts  made  possible  one  of  the  most 
successful  conventions  in  the  history  of  the  FFA. 

WM.  PAUL  GRAY 

National   Executive   Secretary 


NATIONAL  FFA  OFFICERS,   1972-73 

DWIGHT  0.  SEEGMILLER,  National  President,  Decorah,  Iowa.  Dwight  has  a 
partnership  agreement  with  his  father  on  a  520-acre  dairy  and  hog  farm.  He 
owns  a  20%  interest  in  the  43-cow  dairy  herd  and  rents  crop  land  from  his  father. 
Dwight  also  has  full  ownership  of  20  crossbred  steers  and  37  feeder  pigs,  and 
owns  much  of  his  own  equipment.  During  his  four  years  in  the  vocational  agri- 
culture program  he  served  as  Chapter  Treasurer,  State  Vice  President  and  later 
President  of  the  Iowa  FFA  Association.  In  high  school,  he  was  a  class  officer, 
vice  president  of  the  letterman's  club,  was  on  the  school  newspaper  and  yearbook 
staff,  and  in  1970  was  named  an  Outstanding  Teenager  of  America.  He  is  on 
leave  from  Iowa  State  University  where  he  is  majoring  in  agricultural  education. 

JERRY  D.  GOOLSBY,  National  FFA  Secretary,  Guthrie,  Oklahoma.  Jerry  served 
as  Oklahoma  State  FFA  President  in  1971-72,  after  two  terms  as  local  Chapter 
President.  In  1970  he  captured  fourth  place  in  the  National  Public  Speaking 
competition  at  the  FFA's  National  Convention.  Jerry  owns  a  herd  of  registered 
beef  cattle  with  his  father  and  younger  brother  Mike,  and  is  a  partner  in  the 
family's  600-acre  farming  operation.  He  has  also  worked  at  improving  his  leader- 
ship ability  by  attending  state  and  national  training  sessions.  A  recipient  of  the 
Outstanding  Teenager  of  America  award,  he  has  been  active  in  livestock  and 
crops  judging;  he  chaired  the  National  FFA  Student  Committee  on  International 
Affairs  and  is  a  member  of  the  FFA  Alumni  Association  at  the  state  and  national 
levels.  Prior  to  his  election  he  was  a  pre-veterinary  medicine  student  at  Oklahoma 
State  University. 

TIMOTHY  R.  DAUGHERTY,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Central  Region, 
Chillicothe,  Missouri.  Tim  served  as  his  Chapter  President  and  Vice  President, 
and  in  1969  participated  in  the  National  FFA  Chorus.  He  is  also  active  in  the 
student  council,  served  as  class  officer  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Honor 
Society.  He  participated  in  the  President's  Revenue  Sharing  Hearing,  the  Gov- 
ernor's Committee  on  Youth.  Tim  lives  with  his  family  on  an  820-acre  farm.  His 
supervised  agriculture  experience  program  includes  beef  and  dairy  cattle,  swine 
and  the  production  of  corn,  soybeans,  wheat  and  oats,  earning  many  honors  at 
local,  county  and  state  agriculture  fairs.  He  is  majoring  in  agricultural  eco- 
nomics at  the  University  of  Missouri  where  he  is  involved  in  student  government, 
the  agricultural  student  council  and  the  Public  Affairs  Committee  for  the 
University. 

BRUCE  S.  ERATH,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  North  Atlantic  Region, 
Grahamsville,  New  York.  Bruce  lives  on  a  37-acre  poultry  farm  operated  in 
partnership  with  his  father.  They  raise  replacement  pullets  for  other  egg- 
producing  farms,  operating  on  either  one  of  two  types  of  systems.  One  is  a  20-week 
growing  system  whereby  they  can  produce  20,000  birds  annually.  The  other  is  a 
10-week  system  which  will  produce  40,000  birds  annually.  Bruce  is  a  sophomore 
at  Cornell  University  where  he  is  majoring  in  agricultural  education.  He  has 
put  himself  through  two  years  of  college  entirely  on  his  own  using  wages  earned 
on  the  home  farm  and  by  working  for  Marine  Midland  Bank.  In  FFA  he  served 
as  State  President  of  the  New  York  Association,  was  second  place  regional  public 
speaking  winner  in  the  North  Atlantic  Region  and  District  Star  Farmer.  He  has 
also  been  President  of  his  local  FFA  chapter. 

ZANE  HANSEN,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Pacific  Region,  Pingree,  Idaho. 
Zane's  farming  program  consists  of  50  rented  acres — including  25  acres  of  sugar 
beets  and  25  acres  of  barley,  and  30  head  of  yearling  steers.  Since  enrolling  in 
vocational  agriculture  with  one  calf  and  five  acres  of  wheat,  he  has  reinvested 


(Leff  to  right)  Zane  Hansen,  Idaho,  Pacific  Region  Vice  President;  Robert  M. 
Hinton,  Florida,  Southern  Region  Vice  President;  Dwight  O.  Seegmiller,  Iowa, 
President;  Jerry  D.  Goolsby,  Oklahoma,  Secretary;  Timothy  R.  Dougherty,  Mis- 
souri, Central  Region  Vice  President;  Bruce  S.  Erath,  New  York,  North  Atlantic 
Region  Vice  President. 


his  profits  and  used  credit  to  expand  his  enterprise  to  its  present  size.  He  also 
assists  his  father  in  managing  3,000  acres  and  a  300-head  beef  herd.  Zane  held 
the  offices  of  Chapter  Vice  President,  District  and  also  State  President.  He 
participated  in  district  parliamentary  procedure,  public  speaking  and  farm 
mechanic  contests,  besides  earning  the  Star  Farmer  awards  at  chapter  and  district 
levels.  He  served  as  president  of  his  high  school  student  body  and  of  his  Sunday 
school.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  FFA  Leadership  Conference  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  the  Idaho  Association  of  Student  Councils,  and  the  YMCA  Youth 
Legislature.  In  addition,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration 
State  Advisory  Board.  He  is  an  agricultural  economics  student  at  Utah  State 
University  and  plans  a  career  in  farming  after  college  graduation. 

ROBERT  M.  HINTON,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Southern  Region,  Sydney, 
Florida.  As  a  leader,  Robert  advanced  from  Chapter  Vice  President  to  President. 
He  served  as  County  President,  and  later  served  as  President  of  the  Florida  FFA 
Association.  He  has  participated  in  public  speaking,  livestock  judging,  and  parlia- 
mentary procedure,  and  sang  in  his  FFA  chapter's  quartet  four  years.  He  won 
first  place  in  Florida  FFA's  leadership  program  in  1970.  Bob  has  been  a  repre- 
sentative, vice  president,  and  president  of  his  high  school  student  council.  He  was 
also  recognized  as  one  of  America's  Outstanding  Teenagers  and  attended  Boy's 
State.  His  enthusiasm  for  international  affairs  resulted  in  his  spending  three 
months  in  England  and  Scotland  on  the  FFA  Work  Experience  Abroad  Program. 
In  vocational  agriculture,  he  majored  in  strawberry  production  in  his  occupational 
experience  program,  where  he  now  has  23  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  studying 
agricultural  education  at  Florida  College. 
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BRIAN  WILLIAMS,  Mars  Hill 

MARYLAND 

RICHARD  FLICKINGER, 

Union  Bridge 
KERRY  KAUCHER,  Hagerstown 

MASSACHUSETTS 

RUSSELL  MEDUSKI,  Worcester 
MAURICE  G.  PATRICK,  Franklin 

MICHIGAN 

KARL  KINCADE,  Port  Austin 
LYNN  WHITING,  Owosso 

MINNESOTA 

PAT  HENNEBERRY,  Renville 
JIM  GUNSTAD,  St.  Hilaire 

MISSISSIPPI 

LARRY  COLEMAN,  Corinth 
DAVID  PATTRIDGE,  Batesville 

MISSOURI 

MIKE  NEWKIRK,  Mt.  Vernon 
RICHARD  CHAPPLE,  St.  Charles 

MONTANA 

DAVID  PATTERSON,  Columbus 
DAVID  BEARD,  Ballantine 

NEBRASKA 

LARRY  RASMUSSEN,  Mead 
MICHAEL  JACOBSON,  Sutton 

NEVADA 

SCOTT  CARPENTER,  Elko 
TOM  RIGGINS,  Deeth 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

PAUL  DAVIS,  JR.,  Lancaster 
KIMBER  L.  PELTON,  Rochester 
NEW  JERSEY 

VAN  REEDER,  Phillisburg 
ROBERT  SMITH,  Belvidere 
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FORREST  BRAY,  Folsom 
JOHN  RUNKLE,  Carlsbad 
NEW  YORK 

ALLEN  BITTER,  Grahamsville 
DEBORA  KREN,  Maspeth 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

R.  W.  UNDERWOOD,  JR.,  Autryville 
RANDALL  K.  LANIER,  Clemmons 
JAMES  H.  RAYNOR,  Goldsboro 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

ALLEN  OLSON,  Devils  Lake 
MARK  HOLKUP,  Wilton 


OHIO 

DON  STOLLER,  Paulding 

ROGER  GROLL,  Waldo 

DALE  SCHEIDERER,  Marysville 

OKLAHOMA 

RICK  THOMAS,  Stillwater 

MIKE  GOOLSBY,  Stillwater 

BART  BRASHEARS,  Stillwater 

OREGON 

MIKE  MACNAB,  Wasco 

GREG  DUFF,  Adams 

PENNSYLVANIA 

NELSON  E.  MARTIN,  East  Earl 
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LEONARDO  BOSQUES,  Moca 

RHODE  ISLAND 

DENNIS  PIERCE,  North  Kingstown 

GAYLE  KENNEY,  Hope  Valley 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

JOHN  COMERFORD,  York 

BRUCE  WEEKS,  Salley 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

KENDAL  THOMPSON,  Willow  Lake 

CRAIG  JOHANNSEN,  Winfred 

TENNESSEE 

NOEL  W.  THOMAS,  Hollow  Rock 

GEORGE   E.  MOORE,  Cornersville 

STEVE  NITZSCHKE,  Sunbright 


TEXAS 

FREDERICK   McCLURE, 

San  Augustine 
ALAN  JONES,   Long\ 
DAVID  ALLEN,   Katv 
JOHN   HOYT,  JR.,   San   Augustine 
GARY  STRETCHER,  Millsap 
KELLY  MARTIN,  Corsicana 

UTAH 

KENNY  ANDERSON,   Spanish    Fork 
JAY  PHILLIPS,  Springville 

VERMONT 

GORDON  BANABY,  Tunbridge 

ALLAN  BRISSON,  Shoreham 

VIRGINIA 

JOHN  P.  GOOD,  JR.,  Winchester 

RONNIE   FINCH,  Bowling  Green 

WASHINGTON 

CHRIS  CALKINS,  Lake  Stevens 
ROY  DUBE,  Rosalia 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

LEON  COOPER,  Beaver 

GARY  KELLEY,  Liverpool 

WISCONSIN 

KIM  HAVENS,  Darlington 

KEITH  GREEN,  Green  Bay 

BECKY  MILLER,  Bloomer 

WYOMING 

BILL  OGG,  Worland 
DAVID  LIMMER,  Buffalo 
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NATIONAL  FFA  CHORUS 

The  National  FFA  Chorus,  under  the  direction  of  Marvin  D.  Myers,  Indiana, 
assisted  by  W.  T.  Johnson,  North  Carolina,  and  Barry  Steinman,  Indiana,  pro- 
vided many  excellent  musical  numbers  to  "fit  the  occasion."  Their  role  in  the 
pageant  at  the  American  Royal  Livestock  Show  and  in  providing  music  for  special 
occasions  gave  spirit  to  the  convention.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  107  chorus 
members  representing  38  States. 


CHORUS  MEMBERS 


ARKANSAS 

Dennie  Lynn  Rodgers 

CALIFORNIA 

Kristi  Lynn  Hackett 
Mike  Frank  Pettigrew 

DELAWARE 

David  Allen  Howell 

FLORIDA 

Leroman  Green 
Joe  Lang  Nations 

GEORGIA 

Tyrone  Lamar  Jacobs 
Willie  Ganett  Owens 

ILLINOIS 

Ralph  Eskridge 
Harold  Kallal 
David  A.  Price 
Mitchell  Winn 

INDIANA 

Doug  Baumert 
Kevin  Lee  Bridge 
Joey  Dallas 
Mike  Harris 

IOWA 

Thomas  J.  Collogan 
Craig  W.  Lawton 
Gary  Oakland 
David  Wilker 
Traci  Williams 
David  Witt 

KANSAS 
Richard  E.  Friesen 
Bob  Garlow 
Dennis  William  Good 
Barry  D.  Siefert 
Lynn  Spencer 
Steve  Suther 

KENTUCKY 

Billy  Joe  Martin 
Nita  Lou  Speakes 

MAINE 

Victoria  Sue  Grass 
Linda  Marie  Lynch 

MARYLAND 

Nancy  Ann  Hough 

MICHIGAN 

Lisa  Anne  Hammond 
Michael  Raymond  Kovacic 
Patrick  Dale  McAllister 
Dennis  Duane  Rosel 


MINNESOTA 

Gene  Decker 
Randall  Dostal 
Tim  Haroldson 

MISSOURI 

Dennis  Graupman 
Rodney  Harris 
David  Porter 
Edward  Rice  Stewart 

MONTANA 

Mike  Erfle 

NEBRASKA 

Rick  Brockhoff 
Kay  Christensen 
Ramon  Johnson 
John  Lamb 

NEVADA 

Jacqueline  Mitchell 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Thomas  Joseph  Macon 

NEW  JERSEY 

Jeannie  Lee  Apgar 
Jane  Leslie  Cabeen 

NEW  MEXICO 

Freddie  Jaramillo 
Doug  Page 

NEW  YORK 
Donna  Marie  Cupernall 
Tom  Lesperance 
Ronald  Schofell 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

John  Douglas  Hartis 
Alan  Wayne  Miller 
Craven  Ellis  Walden 
Walter  Eugene  Walls 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Bryan  Dvirnak 
Rollie  David  Herman 
Randall  Dwayne  Herman 
Grant  Loyal  Metz 
Bernie  Arlo  Wing 

OHIO 

Ronnie  Bond 

Jeff  Byers 

Karen  Lynn  McKitrick 

Phillip  Roger  Shoaf 

Thomas  Andrew  Teeter 

Tim  Waltz 


OKLAHOMA 

Leroy  Gene  Foust 
Weldon  Britt  Gurley 
Steve  Pritchard 
Stanten  Jack  Sikes 

OREGON 

Jon  Andrew  Chandler 
Brenda  Sue  Miller 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Michael  Lee  Martin 
James  Dale  Zimmerman 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Doug  M.  Christensen 
James  Holm 
Daniel  Minor 
Mark  Pates 
Neil  Leslie  Sorensen 

TENNESSEE 

John  W.  Bynum 

TEXAS 

David  Franklin  Mitschke 
Tommy  Lee  Sikes 

UTAH 

Eli  Holland  Anderson 
Robert  Lynn  Hawks 

VERMONT 

James  Douglas  Wright 

VIRGINIA 

Joseph  Allen  Alger 
Allen  Austin 

WASHINGTON 

Kim  Barbee 
John  Edward  Hayes 
Bradley  Alan  Martin 
Fred  James  Riehle 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

John  E.  Washburn 

WISCONSIN 

Tom  Brunner 
Arnold  Claflin 
Frank  Larson 
Robert  Conrad  Ostrowski 

WYOMING 

Glenn  Wayne  Freeburg 
Jim  H.  McNamee 


NATIONAL  FFA  BAND 

The  National  FFA  Band,  under  the  direction  of  Roger  Heath,  of  Purdue 
University,  assisted  by  Leo  Vossler,  North  Dakota,  and  Leslie  F.  Crabbe,  Ohio, 
participated  in  special  programs,  added  greatly  to  the  pageantry  and  gave 
spirit  to  the  convention  program.  The  Band  led  the  American  Royal  Parade  as 
well  as  playing  for  the  opening  of  the  American  Royal  Livestock  and  Horse  Show. 
Following  is  a  list  of  the   119  Band  members  from  40  States. 


ALABAMA 

Jim  Griffiths 
Greg  Hawkins 

ARIZONA 

Gerald  Allen 

ARKANSAS 

Tim  Jones 
Gary  Owens 

CALIFORNIA 

Janette  Butler 
Suzanne  Butler 
Charles  Daval 
David  Hoover 
Daniel  E.  Kruse 
Tim  McEwen 
Kristi  Silkwood 

FLORIDA 

Raymond  Bryan 
Ken  Holton 

GEORGIA 

Tom  Elliott 
Mike  Merck 
Whiteney  Myers 

IDAHO 

John  Gist 
Dave  Ogburn 


BAND  MEMBERS 

ILLINOIS 

Craig  Heidenrich 
John  Ireland 
Gregg  Oak 
Mike  Powell 
Tod  Trimble 


INDIANA 

Shelly  Barroquillo 
Steve  Compton 
Kevin  Dorsey 
Howard  Reiff 

IOWA 

Mike  Biedenfeld 
Dale  Brigham 
Dave  Ellenwood 
Jay  Havenstein 
Gary  Hoyt 
Karl  Johnson 
Matt  Lang 
Dave  Priebe 
Tom  Steffen 

KANSAS 

Don  Bedore 
Earl  Rice 
Noel  Sylvester 


KENTUCKY 

Bruce  Myers 
Kellv  Thurman 
Billy  Wilson 

LOUISIANA 

Felton  Banks 
Malone  Tucker 

MAINE 

Alan  Perrv 
Scott  Williams 

MICHIGAN 

Jeff  Baker 
Dennis  Brauker 
Pat  Doyle 
Maynard  Guy 
Joe  Parker 

MINNESOTA 

Richard  Boevers 
Karl  Kronebusch 
Paul  McKenzie 
Steve  Miller 
Leonard  Runck 

MISSISSIPPI 

Albert  Davis 
Eddie  Steadman 


MISSOURI 

Jerry  Elliott 
John  Guilford 
Steve  Holland 
Ralph  Sexton 
Kim  Washburn 
MONTANA 
Richard  Knudson 
Don  Reichert 
John  Wood 
NEBRASKA 
Doug  Gallaghen 
Dave  Lovelace 
Jim  Stewart 
Mike  Tvrdy 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
Bruce  Lyons 
NEW  JERSEY 
Charles  Gratzel 
John  Wageningen 
NEW  MEXICO 
Nancee  Holmberg 
NEW  YORK 
Jerry  Smith 
Ellen  Tracy 
NORTH  DAKOTA 
Lonnie  Foltyn 
Dwayne  Presler 
Bob  Weigelt 


OHIO 

Bob  Cochrell 
Cindy  Drumm 
Craig  Duncan 
Brian  Eager 
Dan  Foust 
Mick  Harrod 
Doug  Suerdieck 
Molly  Spencer 

OKLAHOMA 

Wade  Christensen 
Andy  Thompson 
OREGON 
Chris  Huckins 
Peter  Masenbrook 
Ruth  Roozing 
Dave  Salmon 
PENNSYLVANIA 
George  Grove 
Todd  Waybright 
SOUTH  CAROLINA 
Mike  Craven 
Charles  Kneece 
SOUTH  DAKOTA 
William  Jones 
Jerry  Ruedebusch 
Charles  Smith 
TENNESSEE 
David  Wilkerson 


TEXAS 

Penny  Bertrand 
Dave  Garner 
Everett  Holloway 

UTAH 

Jeff  Coates 
Layne  Pace 
Carl  Swenson 

VERMONT 

Howard  Longway 

VIRGINIA 

Randy  Clark 
Neal  Hewitt 
Mac  Swortzel 

WASHINGTON 

Barbara  Aboen 
Steve  Carlman 
Peter  Davis 
Pam  Wallace 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Hugh  Alley 

WISCONSIN 

Bradley  Anderson 
Norman  Bern 
Eric  Larson 

WYOMING 

Heber  Petty 
Vern  Wickstrom 
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The  Story  of  Old  Glory 
pageant  was  presented  as 
the  first  major  project  of 
the  FFA  in  preparation  for 
a  series  of  historical  proj- 
ects to  celebrate  the  com- 
ing Bicentennial. 


Minutes  of  the  Convention 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER    11,    1972 

Morning  Session 

The  Forty-Fifth  National  Convention  of  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America  convened  in  the  Municipal  Auditorium,  Kansas  City,  Mis- 
souri, at  nine  o'clock.  National  President  Tim  Burke,  of  New  Hamp- 
ton, Iowa,  presiding. 

Following  music  by  the  National  FFA  Band  under  the  direction 
of  Roger  Heath  of  Lafayette,  Indiana,  and  the  National  FFA  Chorus, 
under  the  direction  of  Marvin  Myers  of  West  Lafayette,  Indiana,  the 
Posting  of  Colors  was  presented  by  the  Color  Guard  from  the  Richards 
Gebaur  Air  Force  Base. 

The  Invocation  was  presented  by  Dan  Lehmann,  National  FFA 
President,  1970-71,  after  which  he  was  presented  with  a  special 
plaque  of  appreciation. 

The  report  of  delegate  credentials  was  called  for  and  Secretary 
Sargent  reported  114  delegates  present  from  50  chartered  associa- 
tions.   The  seating  of  delegates  followed. 

It  was  moved  by  Mohler  of  Indiana,  seconded  by  Williams  of 
Maine  and  carried  that  the  Minutes  of  the  44th  National  FFA 
Convention  be  approved  as  they  appear  in  the  1971  Convention 
Proceedings. 

President  Burke  announced  the  appointment  of  the  Nominating, 
Auditing  and  Program  of  Activities  Committees.  He  then  made  a 
brief  address  of  welcome  and  the  candidates  for  National  FFA  Office 
were  introduced. 

Music  was  presented  by  the  National  FFA  Chorus,  and  a  special 
program  was  held  entitled  ''Your  Supply  Service  Silver  Anniversary." 
Mr.  Edward  J.  HawTkins,  former  Manager  of  the  FFA  Supply  Service 
and  now  FFA  Executive  Director  was  presented  a  plaque  in  appre- 
ciation for  his  20  years  of  service  to  FFA  members  as  Manager  of  the 
Supply  Service. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  given  by  the  Honorable  Charles  B. 
Wheeler,  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Mayor  Wheeler  then  pre- 
sented the  six  national  officers  with  the  keys  to  Kansas  City. 

Vice  President  Hall  assumed  the  chair  and  Ted  Macy,  Indiana 
Association,  presented  organ  music. 

Spencer  Means,  of  the  Alabama  Association,  presented  an 
address,  and  was  then  presented  with  a  trophy  in  appreciation  for 
his  participation  in  the  convention. 

Secretary  Sargent  presented  the  National  Officers'  Yearly  Report. 

National  Advisor  H.  N.  Hunsicker  presented  the  names  of  the 
individuals  who  were  recommended  by  the  Boards  of  National  FFA 
Officers  and  Directors  to  receive  the  Honorary  American  Farmer 
Degree,  Distinguished  Service  Award  and  YIP  recognition.  It  was 
moved  by  Kelley  of  West  Virginia,  seconded  by  Stoller  of  Ohio  and 
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carried  that  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree,  Distinguished 
Service  Award  and  VIP  recognition  be  conferred  upon  the  individuals 
recommended. 

Vice  President  Peebles  presented  an  address  "Silver  and  Gold, 
Have  I  None."  Johnson  of  Alabama  moved  the  acceptance  of  this 
address  and  that  Vice  President  Peebles  be  commended  with  favor 
for  his  contribution  to  the  FFA ;  motion  seconded  by  Raynor  of  North 
Carolina  and  carried. 

President  Burke  resumed  the  chair.  The  Honorable  H.  Roe 
Bartle,  former  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  presented  an  address,  after 
which  he  was  presented  a  token  of  appreciation  for  his  many  con- 
tributions to  the  FFA. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  eleven 
fifty-five  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER   11,   1972 

Afternoon  Session 

The  second  session  of  the  convention  was  called  to  order  with 
the  opening  ceremony  at  two  o'clock  by  President  Burke.  Vice  Pres- 
ident Johnson  assumed  the  chair. 

J.  M.  Campbell,  National  FFA  Treasurer,  presented  his  report. 
Groll  of  Ohio  moved  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Campbell's  report  and  that 
he  be  commended  for  a  job  well  done;  motion  seconded  by  Duff  of 
Oregon  and  carried. 

Vice  President  Johnson  assumed  the  chair. 

Comerford  of  South  Carolina  presented  the  report  of  the  Audit- 
ing Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance ;  motion  seconded  by  Limmer 
of  Wyoming  and  carried. 

Trexler  of  Kansas  presented  the  report  of  the  Leadership  Pro- 
gram Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance ;  motion  seconded  by  Nulik 
of  Kansas  and  carried. 

Mohler  of  Indiana  presented  the  report  of  the  Bicentennial  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded  by  Patrick  of 
Massachusetts  and  carried. 

Wilken  of  Idaho  presented  the  report  of  the  National  FFA  Sup- 
ply Service  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded 
by  Fowler  of  Alabama  and  carried. 

Thomas  of  Tennessee  presented  the  report  of  the  National  FFA 
Week  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance ;  motion  seconded  by  Weeks 
of  South  Carolina  and  carried. 

Stevens  of  Louisiana  presented  the  report  of  the  National  FFA 
Magazine  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded  by 
Carmichael  of  Arizona  and  carried. 

Vice  President  Hall  presented  an  address  "On  Your  Mark — Get 
Set — ."  Flickinger  of  Maryland  moved  the  acceptance  of  this  address 
and  that  Vice  President  Hall  be  commended  for  his  dedication  to  the 
FFA;  motion  seconded  by  Cooper  of  West  Virginia  and  carried. 
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President  Burke  resumed  the  chair.  The  following  amendments 
to  the  National  FFA  Constitution  were  discussed  in  detail  and  ap- 
proved by  the  official  delegates : 

ARTICLE  I— Name 

ARTICLE  II — Aims  and  Activities   of  the   Organization 

ARTICLE  III,  Section  A— Organization 

ARTICLE  III,  Section  B— -Organization 

ARTICLE  III,  Section  C,  Paragraph  6 — Organization 

ARTICLE  IV,  Section  A,  Paragraph  1 — Procedures  for  Determining  Standing 
of  State  Associations,  Chapters  and   Members 

ARTICLE  IV,  Section  A,  Paragraph  3 — Procedures  for  Determining  Standing 
of  State  Associations,  Chapters  and  Members 

ARTICLE  V,  Section  B,  Paragraph  2,  Sentence  1— Membership 

ARTICLE  V,  Section  C— Membership 

ARTICLE  VI,  Section  B — Active  Membership  Degrees  and  Privileges  (Green- 
hand  Degree) 

ARTICLE  VI,  Section  D — Active  Membership  Degrees  and  Privileges  (State 
Farmer  Degree) 

It  was  moved  by  Sywassink  of  Iowa,  seconded  by  Weeks  of  South 
Carolina  and  carried  that  a  special  business  session  be  held  following 
the  evening  program. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  five  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER   11,   1972 

Evening  Session 

The  third  session  of  the  convention  was  called  to  order  with  the 
opening  ceremony  at  seven  fifteen  o'clock  by  President  Burke. 

Following  a  concert  by  the  National  FFA  Band,  Secretary  Sar- 
gent gave  an  explanation  of  the  Public  Speaking  Contest  and  the  final 
contestants  were  introduced.  After  the  introduction  of  the  judges 
and  timekeepers,  and  drawing  for  speaking  order  the  Public  Speaking 
Contest  followed. 

The  Kansas  City  Advisory  Council,  FFA  Board  of  Directors, 
Foundation  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  National  FFA  Staff  were 
introduced.  Special  VIP  Citations  were  presented  to  Walter  A. 
Anderson,  Henry  S.  Brunner,  M.  C.  Gaar,  R.  E.  Naugher  and  W.  T. 
Spanton,  and  the  Distinguished  Service  Citation  was  presented  to  the 
American  Academy  of  Achievement  and  the  Farmers  Home  Ad- 
ministration. 

Following  the  introduction  of  Collegiate  FFA  Chapters  and  Agri- 
cultural Education  groups,  a  pageant  "Story  of  Old  Glory"  was  pre- 
sented as  the  first  major  project  of  the  FFA  preparing  for  the 
Bicentennial  celebration.  A  special  presentation  was  then  made  by 
the  American  Freedoms  Foundation  to  the  FFA. 

Winners  of  the  National  Public  Speaking  Contest  were  announced 
and  awards  presented.  The  national  winner  was  Dennis  M.  Smith, 
representing  the  Central  Region. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  ten  o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER   11,   1972 

Special  Delegate  Meeting 

The  special  delegate  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  ten  forty-five 
o'clock  by  President  Burke. 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  National  FFA  Constitution  were 
again  discussed  and  the  following  were  approved  by  the  official 
delegates : 

ARTICLE  VI,  Section  E — Active  Membership  Degrees  and  Privileges   (American 

Farmer  Degree) 
ARTICLE  VII,  Section  A — Procedure  for  Choosing  Candidates  for  the  American 
Farmer  Degree   (Increasing  Degrees  for  Agribusiness   Students) 
(Note:    All  changes  in  the  National  FFA  Constitution  approved  by  the  dele- 
gates  on  Wednesday   afternoon   and   during   the    Special   Delegate    Meeting   will 
appear  in  the  1973  Official  FFA  Manual.) 

The  next  item  of  business  was  proposed  changes  in  the  FFA 
Ceremonies.  It  was  moved  by  Mohler  of  Indiana,  seconded  by  Thomas 
of  Tennessee  and  carried  to  postpone  consideration  of  the  Opening 
and  Closing  Ceremony  until  the  next  national  convention. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  twelve  midnight. 


Regional  award  winners  in  fifteen  agricultural  proficiency  areas  were  recog- 
nized in  a  colorful  pageant.  The  accomplishments  of  the  fifteen  national  winners 
were  depicted  in  color  slides  to  "show  what  has,  and  can  be  done"  through  the 
FFA  incentive  awards  program  provided  through  the  National  FFA  Foundation. 
These  quite  often  provide  "stepping  stones"  to  successful  careers  in  agribusiness. 


THURSDAY,  OCTOBER   12,   1972 

Morning  Session 

The  fourth  session  of  the  convention  was  called  to  order  with 
the  opening  ceremony  at  nine  o'clock  by  President  Burke. 
Vice  President  Peebles  assumed  the  chair. 
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Following  music  by  the  National  FFA  Hand  and  Chorus  the 
Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  awards  in  the  National  Chapter  Safety 
Awards  were  presented  by  the  national  officers. 

Youth  guests  were  introduced  and  extended  brief  greetings  in 
behalf  of  the  organizations  they  represent.  Each  young  lady  was 
presented  with  a  small  token  of  appreciation  for  her  participation 
in  the  convention.    Those  participating  were: 

Miss  AIC — Ina  Elizabeth  Cook,  Georgia 

Secretary-Junior  Horticulture  Association — Carla  Chenette,  Connecticut 

Miss  Teenage   America — Colleen   Fitzpatrick,   Ohio 

Miss  Rural  Electrification — Sandi  Torkilson,  Wisconsin 

Secretary  Sargent  presented  an  address  "Keep  the  Faith."  Stoller 
of  Ohio  moved  the  acceptance  of  Secretary  Sargent's  address  and 
that  he  be  commended  for  an  outstanding  year  of  service  to  the  FFA ; 
motion  seconded  by  Underwood  of  North  Carolina  and  carried. 

Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  awards  in  the  National  Chapter  Awards 
Program  were  presented  by  the  national  officers. 

Following  music  by  the  national  band,  presentation  of  the  FFA 
Foundation  Agricultural  Proficiency  Awards  was  made  by  the  na- 
tional officers  in  a  colorful  ceremony. 

President  Burke  resumed  the  chair.  The  Distinguished  Service 
Award  was  presented  to  those  individuals  recommended  by  the  con- 
vention delegates. 

Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  Awards  in  the  Building  Our  American 
Communities  Program  were  presented  by  the  national  officers. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  eleven 
thirty-five  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER   12,   1972 

Afternoon  Session 

The  fifth  session  of  the  convention  was  called  to  order  at  two 
o'clock  with  the  opening  ceremony  by  President  Burke. 

Vice  President  Hall  assumed  the  chair  and  music  was  presented 
by  the  national  chorus. 

The  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  was  conferred  on  those 
candidates  approved  by  the  convention  delegates.  Howard  Teal,  Pres- 
ident of  the  National  Vocational  Agricultural  Teachers  Associa- 
tion made  brief  remarks  on  behalf  of  the  vocational  agriculture 
instructors. 

Service  plaques  were  then  presented  to  the  following  outgoing 
members  of  the  FFA  Board  of  Directors  and  Foundation  Board  of 
Trustees :  J.  L.  Branch,  Georgia ;  Arnold  Cordes,  Wisconsin ;  Floyd 
McCormick,  Arizona;  Glen  McDowell,  Kentucky;  J.  R.  Peddicord, 
Nevada  and  Fred  Stines,  Iowa. 

The  Honorable  Gus  Douglass,  Commissioner  of  Agriculture, 
West  Virginia,  and  National  FFA  President,  1946-47,  was  intro- 
duced and  presented  an  address  entitled  "You  And  Your  FFA  Alumni 
Association."  He  was  presented  with  a  plaque  in  appreciation  for 
his  many  years  of  outstanding  service  to  agriculture  and  the  FFA. 
Mrs.  Douglass  was  called  to  the  platform  and  introduced.    Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Douglass  were  then  presented  with  a  silver  bowl  commemorat- 
ing their  25th  wedding  anniversary. 

Vice  President  Saylor  presented  an  address  "And  They  Were 
Gone."  Bowman  of  Arizona  moved  to  accept  Vice  President  Sav- 
ior's address  and  that  he  be  commended  for  a  job  very  well  done; 
motion  seconded  by  Raynor  of  North  Carolina  and  carried. 

President  Burke  resumed  the  chair. 

The  Honorable  Earl  L.  Butz,  Secretary,  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  presented  an  address,  after  which  the  Honorary  Ameri- 
can Farmer  Degree  was  conferred  upon  him.  George  Stevens,  Di- 
rector of  Agriculture,  Station  KCMO  and  President  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Hall  of  Fame  then  presented  Secretary  Butz  with  a  medallion 
from  the  Agricultural  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  four  regional  winners  of  the  Building  Our  American  Com- 
munities program  were  announced.  Dallas  K.  Ferry,  of  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration,  was  then  presented  with  a  special  plaque  in 
appreciation  for  his  work  in  the  development  of  the  BOAC  program, 
after  which  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  was  conferred 
upon  him.  The  Sycamore,  Illinois,  Chapter  was  announced  as  the 
National  BOAC  winner  and  presented  a  special  citation  by  Mr.  Ferry. 

Limmer  of  Wyoming  moved  that  the  candidates  recommended 
by  the  Boards  of  National  Officers  and  Directors  receive  the  Ameri- 
can Farmer  Degree;  motion  seconded  by  Rasmussen  of  Nebraska  and 
carried.    A  very  impressive  American  Farmer  ceremony  followed. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  five  thirty 
o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  12,   1972 

Evening  Session 

(Prior  to  the  opening  ceremony,  an  excellent  FFA  talent  show, 
under  the  direction  of  Don  Erickson,  State  FFA  Advisor,  North 
Dakota,  was  held.) 

The  sixth  session  of  the  convention  was  called  to  order  at  seven 
thirty  o'clock  with  the  opening  ceremony  by  President  Burke. 

Following  the  Grand  Entry  and  music  by  the  National  Band,  the 
National  Chorus  presented  a  concert. 

Recognition  was  given  to  all  sponsors  to  the  National  FFA  Foun- 
dation, Inc.  and  special  plaques  were  presented  to  the  15  and  25  year 
sponsors. 

15  YEAR  SPONSORS 
Allied  Mills,  Inc. 

American  Farm   Bureau   Federation 
Belle  City  Malleable  Iron  Company 
Champion  Spark  Plug  Company 
Citizens  &  Southern  National  Bank, 

The   (Atlanta,  Georgia) 
Commerce     Bank    of    Kansas     City 

(Missouri) 
Container    Corporation   of    America 

Foundation 
CPC   International   Inc. 
Duval,  Division  Pennzoil  United 
Gehl  Bros.  Manufacturing  Company 


Lilliston  Corporation 

Moorman    Manufacturing    Company 

Occidental   Chemical   Corporation 

Stauffer  Chemical  Company 

Trust    Company    of    Georgia    Foun- 
dation 

Valliant   Fertilizer    Company 
25  YEAR  SPONSORS 

J.  I.  Case — A  Tenneco  Company 

Farm   Journal,   Inc. 

Lincoln    Arc    Welding    Foundation, 
James  F. 

Progressive  Farmer,  The 
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Recognition  was  then  given  to  the  Industry  Chairmen,  Regional 
Coordinators  and  members  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  National 
FFA  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee. 

J.  E.  Streetman,  former  Vice  President  of  Allied  Mills,  Inc.,  and 
1972  Chairman  of  the  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee  was  intro- 
duced and  presented  a  special  plaque  in  appreciation  for  his  services. 
After  brief  remarks  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  was 
conferred  upon  Mr.  Streetman  by  President  Burke. 

Malcolm  McVie,  President,  Elanco  Products  Company,  Division 
of  Eli  Lilly  and  Company,  and  1973  Chairman  of  the  Foundation 
Sponsoring  Committee,  gave  a  brief  greeting. 

Greetings  were  then  given  by  Lawrence  Davenport,  Chairman 
of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on  Vocational  Education,  after 
which  the  members  of  the  Advisory  Council  were  introduced  and 
given  appropriate  recognition. 

Following  the  Massing  of  State  Flags  by  the  Star  State  Farmers, 
the  "Stars  Over  America"  pageant  was  held  and  the  film  "Stars  Over 
America"  was  shown.  The  Regional  Star  Farmers  and  Regional  Star 
Agribusinessmen  were  introduced.  The  Honorary  American  Farmer 
Degree  was  then  conferred  upon  the  parents  of  the  eight  "Stars"  and 
special  presentations  made  to  their  wives.  The  Star  Farmer  of  Amer- 
ica David  Galley,  Garrattsville,  New  York  and  Star  Agribusinessman 
of  America  Edward  Dennis  Higley,  Brattleboro,  Vermont  were  then 
announced. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  ten  thirty 
o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER   13,   1972 

Morning  Session 

(Prior  to  the  opening  ceremony  the  Coronation  of  the  Ameri- 
can Royal  Queen  was  held.  Lorelie  Jean  Sousa,  Buellton,  California, 
received  this  honor.) 

The  seventh  session  of  the  convention  was  called  to  order  with 
the  opening  ceremony  at  nine  twenty  by  President  Burke. 

J.  M.  Campbell,  National  FFA  Treasurer,  gave  an  explanation 
of  the  proposed  1973-74  National  FFA  Budget.  Cohen  of  Kansas 
moved  the  acceptance  of  this  proposed  budget;  motion  seconded  by 
Williams  of  Maine  and  carried. 

Williams  of  Maine  moved  that  the  National  FFA  Dues  remain 
at  $1.00  per  member;  motion  seconded  by  Pierce  of  Rhode  Island  and 
carried. 

Rasmussen  of  Maine  presented  the  report  of  the  FFA  Alumni 
Association  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded 
by  Lanier  of  North  Carolina  and  carried. 

McClure  of  Texas  presented  the  report  of  the  National  FFA 
Convention  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded 
by  Comerford  of  South  Carolina  and  carried. 
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Dooley  of  California  presented  the  report  of  the  Collegiate  FFA 
Activities  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded  by 
Evans  of  West  Virginia  and  carried. 

Henneberry  of  Minnesota  presented  the  report  of  the  Chapter 
Safety  Awards  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance ;  motion  seconded 
by  Timothy  of  Utah  and  carried. 

Underwood  of  North  Carolina  presented  the  report  of  the  Chap- 
ter Awards  Program  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion 
seconded  by  Page  of  Alabama  and  carried. 

Macnab  of  Oregon  presented  the  report  of  the  BOAC  Program 
Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded  by  Jacobson 
of  Nebraska  and  carried. 

Vangraefschepe  of  Colorado  presented  the  report  of  the  National 
Program  of  Activities  Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion 
seconded  by  Bowman  of  Arizona  and  carried. 

The  next  item  of  business  was  proposed  changes  in  the  FFA 
Ceremonies.  After  considerable  discussion  the  following  proposed 
ceremonies  were  approved  by  the  Official  Delegates : 

Officer  Installation  Ceremony 

Greenhand  Degree  Ceremony 

Chapter  Farmer  Degree  Ceremony 

State  Farmer  Degree  Ceremony 

American  Farmer  Degree  Ceremony 

Receiving  Honorary  Members  Ceremony 

(Note:  All  changes  in  FFA  Ceremonies  will  appear  in  the  1973  Official  FFA 
Manual) 

Vice  President  Saylor  assumed  the  chair. 

Inspector  P.J.C.  Morin,  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police, 
was  introduced  and  gave  brief  remarks. 

Good  of  Virginia  presented  the  report  of  the  International  Pro- 
gram Committee  and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded  by 
Comerford  of  South  Carolina  and  carried. 

The  National  FFA — Jamaican  Pig  Chain  Project  which  was 
started  to  help  upgrade  Jamaican  swine  was  explained.  The  more 
than  100  Iowa  chapters  that  contributed  to  the  purchase  of  registered 
bred  gelts  to  be  sent  to  Jamaica  were  recognized.  Daryl  Sywassink, 
President  of  the  Iowa  Association,  presented  a  notebook  containing 
the  names  of  the  chapters  donating  money  for  the  project,  as  well  as 
those  people  who  contributed  $1.00  to  the  transportation  costs  to 
Jamaica,  to  the  Honorable  Gerald  Groves,  Jamaican  Consul-General. 
The  FFA  was  then  presented  with  a  token  of  appreciation  from  the 
Youth  Development  Agency  of  Jamaica. 

FFA  members  who  participated  in  the  Work  Experience  Abroad 
program  were  introduced  and  presented  certificates.  Bob  Hinton,  of 
Florida,  then  gave  brief  remarks  relative  to  the  WEA  Program. 
International  guests  in  attendance  were  introduced  and  Honorary 
Membership  in  the  FFA  conferred  upon  them.  Francisco  Yepes,  of 
Colombia,  presented  the  FFA  with  a  silver  plate  from  the  Future 
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Farmers  of  Colombia.  Colin  Manson,  of  Scotland,  then  gave  brief 
remarks. 

John  Lacey,  Program  Officer,  U.S.  Office  of  Education,  Denver, 
Colorado,  announced  the  top  judging  winners  in  Agricultural 
Mechanics,  Livestock,  Dairy  Poultry,  Meats  and  Dairy   Products. 

President  Burke  resumed  the  chair. 

Ogg  of  Wyoming  presented  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee and  moved  its  acceptance;  motion  seconded  by  Sywassink  of 
Iowa  and  carried. 

The  meeting  adjourned  with  the  closing  ceremony  at  twelve  five 
o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER   13,   1972 

Evening'  Session 

FFA  talent  presented  an  entertaining  program  prior  to  calling 
to  order  the  final  session  of  the  convention  at  seven  fifteen  o'clock 
with  the  opening  ceremony  by  President  Burke. 

Recognition  was  then  given  to  talent  participants  in  the  con- 
vention program. 

Vice  President  Johnson  presented  an  address  "Farm  On,  We 
Can  Disk  It."  Rasmussen  of  Nebraska  moved  the  acceptance  of  Vice 
President  Johnson's  address  and  that  he  be  commended  for  a  job 
well  done;  motion  seconded  by  Stoller  of  Ohio  and  carried. 

Vice  President  Hall  assumed  the  chair. 

President  Burke  presented  an  address  "Laugh  Often,  Love  Much 
and  Take  Care  Always."  Sywassink  of  Iowa  moved  the  acceptance 
of  President  Burke's  address  and  that  he  be  commended  for  his  out- 
standing year  of  service  to  the  FFA;  motion  seconded  by  Trexler  of 
Kansas  and  carried. 

The  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  was  conferred  upon  the 
parents  of  the  national  officers  and  special  plaques  were  presented 
to  the  officers'  local  advisors.  Leadership  plaques  and  $1000.00 
scholarships  were  then  presented  to  the  national  officers. 

The  newly-elected  officers  were  installed  in  a  very  impressive 
and  colorful  ceremony  and  national  officer  pins  were  presented  to 
each  of  the  past  officers.  Dwight  Seegmiller,  newly-elected  president, 
presented  Tim  Burke  with  the  gavel  he  used  to  open  the  convention. 
The  new  president  extended  greetings. 

The  final  session  of  the  convention  adjourned  sine  die  at  nine- 
fifteen  o'clock  with  the  closing  ceremony  by  the  new  officers. 

Following  the  closing  ceremony,  special  entertainment  was  fur- 
nished by  the  Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Company. 
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SPECIAL  RECOGNITION 

American   Farmer   Degree 

Each  year  at  the  convention,  members  who  have  achieved  the 
highest  degree  are  recognized  in  an  impressive  ceremony.  There  were 
471  who  received  the  degree. 


ALABAMA 

Murphy  Abernathy,  Toney 

Earl  Bludsworth,  Pisgah 

Herbert  Ellis  Brown,  Owassa 

Gerald  F.  Cooedy,  Clanton 

Wayne  Culps,  Ardmore,  Tenn. 

Loyd  Eddy,  Vinemont 

Randall  Keith  Forrester,  Jasper 

Michael  Freeman,  Cullman 

James  Neal  Frost,  Fort  Payne 

Johnny  Goolsby,  Wetumpka 

James  H.  Gottler,  Elberta 

Rodney  L.  Grace,  Jasper 

Lowell  Hadder,  Jasper 

Joe  Edgar  Hartzog,  Ariton 

James  Clardy  Hayes,  Jr.,  Goodwater 

James  Heard,  Toney 

Gary  Wayne  Irons,  Florence 

Milton  Horace  Lee,  Jr.,  Carrollton 

Tommy  McBrayer,  Cullman 

Jeff  McKenzie,  Section 

Kenny  Morrow,  Vina 

Robert  E.  Paige,  Jr.,  Elmore 

Leonard  Robinson,  Clio 

Gerald  Vinson  Salter,  Evergreen 

John  Crum  Sessions,  Evergreen 

Johnny  Dale  Williams,  Centre 

Mike  Wise,  Samson 

ARIZONA 

Dan  Hardison,  Buckeye 
Dennis  Lee  Johnson,  Willcox 
Edward  Oliver,  Laveen 

ARKANSAS 

Herman  Ahrens,  Lamar 
Rodney  Dale  Baker,  Jonesboro 
Clifford  Barnett,  Harrison 
Junior  H.  Barringer,  Jonesboro 
Joe  Brisco,  Harrison 
Danny  Council,  Charleston 
Charles  Kenny  Hattabaugh,  Barber 
Harvey  L.  Jones,  Mineral  Springs 
Bobby  Musgrove,  Mansfield 
Mike  Ragland,  Harrison 
Earl  Lee  Rausch,  Ratcliff 
Barry  Richardson,  Hackett 
Douglas  Leslie  Threlkeld,  Paragould 
Delbert  Doss  Walker,  Delight 
Joseph  L.  Ward,  Murfreesboro 
David  Wildy,  Leachville 

CALIFORNIA 

Joe  E.  Amaral,  Jr.,  Modesto 
Nicholas  Santo  Bavaro,  Modesto 


Louis  Boer,  Jr.,  Modesto 
Steven  Branch,  Sanger 
Bill  Bright,  Le  Grand 
Daryl  J.  Dannewitz,  Windsor 
Richard  Fisher,  Turlock 
Timothy  Jay  Fritz,  Dulzura 
Tom  Gillaspie,  Healdsburg 
Randy  Wayne  Kelch,  Visalia 
Frank  W.  Linton,  Jr.,  Modesto 

(posthumously) 
Roscoe  Duane  Lovett,  Escalon 
Robert  K.  Paasch,  Chicago  Park 
Richard  Silva,  Hilmar 
Michael  Louis  Stefani,  Stockton 
Robert  Shawhan  Tebbe,  Clovis 
William  C.  Tebbe,  Clovis 
Frank  Tebeau,  Visalia 
Dwight  Weiss,  Grass  Valley 

COLORADO 

Douglas  Earl  Adams,  Greeley 
John  Richard  Boxberger,  Fort  Collins 
John  W.  Fowler,  Lamar 
William  (Bill)  Nelson,  Genoa 

CONNECTICUT 

Roberta  B.  Am  Ende,  Stafford  Springs 
John  Hibbard,  Fitchville 


DELAWARE 

James  R.  Harrison,  Jr. 


Goldsboro,  Md. 


FLORIDA 

David  Brookins,  Greenwood 
Milton  Warren  Bryan,  Bartow 
Richard  A.  Bryan,  Alachua 
Tommy  Gene  DeVine,  Cantonment 
Roy  Dietrich,  Orlando 
Jim  Wesley  Harvey,  Okeechobee 
David  Edward  Hazellief,  Okeechobee 
Earl  Eugene  Hingson,  Jr.,  Canal  Point 
Robert  M.  Hinton,  Sydney 
Robert  M.  Morris,  Tampa 
James  Richardson,  High  Springs 
Roger  Neal  Wright,  Fort  Meade 

GEORGIA 

Benjamin  Henry  Baldree  III,  Tifton 
Virgil  Howard  Black,  Jr.,  Millen 
Roger  Dare  Blanchard,  Sycamore 
James  H.  Braziel  III,  Lyons 
John  Edward  Dunn,  Tifton 
Randall  Thomas  Dunn,  Omega 
Charles  Sammy  Gardner,  Bainbridge 
Horace  Home,  Donalsonville 
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Emory  Mitchell  Jones,  Cleveland 

Johnny  F.  Jones,  Lyons 

Robert  Oswell  Kimbrell,  Jr.,  Mershon 

Buddy  Logue,  Climax 

Elton  H.  Maddox,  Pendergrass 

Donnie  Tot  McLoon,  Hazlehurst 

Harold  Lee  Milligan,  Uvalda 

Joshua  Franklin  Pirkle,  Jr.,  Hoschton 

Danny  L.  Reid,  dimming 

James  Ellis  Saxon,  Perkins 

Tyson  Stephens,  Swainsboro 

Tommy  Lee  Stone,  Tifton 

IDAHO 

Cleve  P.  Bag-ley,  Rexburg 
Zane  Andrew  Hansen,  Pingree 
Dale  A.  Thomas,  Gooding 
Rex  Alvin  Wade,  Ashton 

ILLINOIS 

Keith  J.  Alexander,  Chadwick 
Dale  Anderson,  Sycamore 
Dennis  Dean  Dazey,  Paxton 
Phillip  E.  DeMarlie,  Reynolds 
James  Allen  Elsasser,  Edelstein 
Jerald  Allen  Enger,  Serena 
James  D.  Foltz,  Mt.  Carroll 
Michael  L,  Hartke,  Effingham 
James  Russell  Holstine,  Milan 
Dale  E.  Meeker,  Manito 
Kent  Edward  Moody,  Paris 
Curtis  Allen  Overcash,  Canton 
Richard  L.  Petrea,  Iuka 
Mark  Steven  Scholl,  Colfax 
Donald  Jene  Smith,  Medora 
Steven  D.  Turnquist,  Monmouth 
James  R.  Walker,  Gillespie 

INDIANA 

James  E.  Beard,  Jr.,  Decker 

Donald  Burkhalter,  Mulberry 

Thomas  L.  Clark,  Franklin 

Chris  E.  Daugherty,  Montpelier 

Steven  C.  Gebert,  Larwill 

Larry  Gene  Gerkin,  Orleans 

Michael  Todd  Howard,  No.  Manchester 

Al  Neidlinger,  Plymouth 

Bruce  Whitehead,  Parker 

James  Allen  Wilson,  Pendleton 

IOWA 

Stanley  L.  Boelman,  Belmond 
Dorman  D.  Brush,  Marshalltown 
Geoffrey  Allan  (Jeff)  Connell, 

Muscatine 
Terry  M.  Coombs,  Aurelia 
Jerald  D.  Hansen,  Audubon 
Bruce  R.  Hemmingsen,  Akron 
Ralph  Kruse,  LeMars 
Ivan  L.  McCormick,  Pleasantville 
Roger  M.  Pierce,  Hancock 
Larry  Glen  Scheel,  La  Porte  City 
Dwight  Owen  Seegmiller,  Decorah 
Allan  J.  Triggs,  Mount  Ayr 


KANSAS 

Frank  Jay  Buchman,  A  It  a  Vista 
Douglas  E.  Deets,  Manhattan 
Elmer  L.  Donley,  ,]r.,  Ellsworth 
Ernie  Goering,  Jr.,  Galva 
Ted  Odle,  Glade 
Paul  Westerman,  Ellsworth 
Gary  Dean  Worcester,  Hill  City 

KENTUCKY 

James  L.  Bond  II,  Russellville 
Joel  Wesley  Bowles,  Summer  Shade- 
David  Alan  Brame,  Hopkinsville 
Gene  Cooper,  LaCenter 
Darrell  L.  Dickerson,  Woodburn 
Robert  G.  Holt,  Cunningham 
Daniel  Lay,  Danville 
Paul  J.  Logsdon,  Rumsey 
Lynnville  Smith,  Waynesburg 
James  Allen  Spinks,  Bowling  Green 
Charles  R.  (Bobby)  Stark,  Jr.,  Cecilia 
Dale  Ralph  Stith,  Guston 
Keith  W.  Tilford,  West  Paducah 
Glenn  Marvin  Williams,  Georgetown 
Paul  R.  Winkler,  Philpot 

LOUISIANA 

Freddie  Randy  Blackwell,  Albany 
Freddie  B.  Hood,  Saline 
John  Joseph  Jennings,  Kentwood 
Leonard  Edward  Joiner,  Hammond 
Alden  L.  Kuhn,  Jr.,  Trout 
Michael  Edwin  Smith,  Greensburg 
Bradley  L.  Stewart,  Albany 

MAINE 

Blair  Philip  Bubar,  Mars  Hill 

MARYLAND 

Sterling  D.  Frey,  Hagerstown 
Denis  Rex  Hood,  Damascus 
Raymond  Curtis  Warfield, 
Gaithersburg 

MICHIGAN 

Scott  Alan  Baker,  Jonesville 
James  A.  Bolz,  Milan 
Edward  J.  Braid,  Durand 
Robert  Gale  Craig,  Ovid 
Kenneth  G.  Daniels,  Sterling 
Joe  Fabian,  Coopersville 
Mitchell  Lee  Knierim,  Palmyra 
Robert  R.  Logghe,  Peck 
Jerry  J.  Pettit,  Marshall 
Michael  Lee  Siefka,  St.  Louis 

MINNESOTA 

Albert  Eugene  Barsness,  Brandon 

Ricky  Demmer,  Ellendale 

Nathan  Fast,  Windom 

Larry  Grosse,  Red  Wing 

Dan  Korfe,  Bertha 

Ted  G.  Kornder,  Belle  Plaine 

Mark  R.  Larson,  Stanchfield 
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FFA  members  receive  the  American  Farmer  Degree  in  an  colorful  and 
impressive  ceremony.  This  group  represents  many  who  have  earned  the  degree 
through  off-farm  work  experience  programs  to  prepare  themselves  to  serve  those 
who   receive  this  degree   through   accomplishments   in   production    agribusiness. 


John  Allen  Lundin,  Litchfield 
Larry  Dean  Miller,  Mabel 
Scott  Rose,  Worthington 
L.  Daniel  Sandager, 

Marine-on-St.  Croix 
Graig  Stangeland,  Pipestone 
Peter  Stauffeneker,  Jr.,  Greenbush 
Steven  Steele,  Alden 
Steven  C.  Thai,  Watertown 

MISSISSIPPI 

Ronnie  Barefield,  Randolph 

Clifton  Claude  Cartwright,  Booneville 

William  Dale  Darnell,  Caledonia 

Arthur  Neil  Hitchcock,  Grenada 

Billy  Joe  Holland,  Plantersville 

Tim  Jefcoat,  Ellisville 

Sammy  Montgomery,  Walnut 

Joe  Speed,  Collins 

Ross  Adrian  Whittington,  Carthage 

MISSOURI 

Jerry  Loyd  Brackenridge, 

El  Dorado  Springs 
Donald  E.  Broughton,  Emden 
Ronald  Morris  Crighton,  Willard 
Timothy  Roger  Daugherty,  Chillicothe 
David  C.  Eulinger,  Maysville 
Ronald  Huffman,  Cape  Girardeau 
Kenneth  Dale  Little,  Clever 
Gary  Dale  Marshall,  Jamestown 
Robert  Louis  Meyer,  Bowling  Green 
Dale  Ray  Milligan,  California 
Richard  Conrad  Peerson,  Mayview 
John  Sees,  Marshfield 
John  Michael  Stettler,  Lamar 
Donald  Ray  Summers,  Princeton 

MONTANA 

Clark  J.  Marten,  Columbus 
David  Reinhardt,  Hinsdale 
Jon  E.  Ziegler,  Billings 


NEBRASKA 

Edward  Leo  Dubas,  Fullerton 
Arlen  Gangwish,  Wood  River 
Donn  Gengenbach,  Madrid 
John  A.  Maahs,  Lincoln 
David  L.  Mortensen,  Curtis 
Keith  L.  Rahlfs,  Blair 
Leslie  R.  Vesely,  Verdigre 

NEVADA 

Dennis  R.  Bieroth,  Mountain  City 
Steven  Carter,  Lund 

NEW  JERSEY 

Jacob  E.  Bilyk,  Belvidere 
Allan  J.  Pullis,  Branchville 

NEW  MEXICO 

L.  Darr  Angell,  Hagerman 
Mike  Dallas,  Hatch 
Jack  L.  Joy,  Artesia 
Danny  Osborn,  Logan 

NEW  YORK 

Thomas  M.  Clark,  Salem 
Bruce  Sinclair  Erath,  Grahamsville 
David  Galley,  Garrattsville 
Wendell  P.  Grimm,  Hamlin 
Loren  G.  Hudson,  South  Wales 
Paul  Ryan,  Moravia 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Blannie  Evans  Bowen,  Riegelwood 
Coleman  Richard  Buckner,  Leicester 
Terry  Lane  Byrum,  Waxhaw 
Gerald  C.  Campbell,  Union  Grove 
Harold  M.  Edwards,  Four  Oaks 
John  Martin  Home,  Richlands 
Lloyd  Elery  Inman,  Jr.,  Chadbourn 
William  Blake  Jackson,  Dunn 
Michael  Alexander  Long, 
Winston  Salem 
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William  Howard  Maness,  Biscoe 
Jerry  David  Maxwell,  Wade 
Michael  Eugene  McLaughlin, 

Mooresville 
Norman  Wayne  Naylor,  Clinton 
Fred  Lee  Overby,  Ruffin 
Kenneth  Ray  Reeves,  Leicester 
Andy  Frank  Rogers,  Brevard 
Thaddeus  Pender  Sharp  III,  Sims 
Wiley  Walter  Snow  III,  Fayetteville 
Jackson  Warren  Southard,  Stokesdale 
Rocky  Ray  Stewart,  Godwin 
John  Lisker  Tart  II,  Goldsboro 
Lewis  Phillip  Walker,  Rougemont 
Johnny  Clay  Wilson,  Granite  Falls 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Duane  R.  Andersen,  Jamestown 
Paul  D.  Lindseth,  Silva 
Wayne  Thomas  Lunder,  Kindred 
William  Ongstad,  Manfred 
Michael  K.  Peterson,  Berlin 

OHIO 

Steven  Earl  Ayers,  Perrysville 

David  Lawrence  Branham,  Urbana 

Charles  Lee  Bratton,  Mowrystown 

Donald  E.  Delaplane,  Greenville 

Denny  Fox,  Bryan 

J.  Randall  King,  Burr  Oak 

James  A.  Leedy,  Eaton 

Lynn  Mikesell,  Warsaw 

Wesley  K.  Miller,  Urbana 

Scott  E.  Morris,  Arcanum 

David  Emerson  Plummer,  Carroll 

William  Allen  Rehfus  II,  Sidney 

Stanley  E.  Smith,  Canal  Winchester 

Charles  A.  Specht,  Sugarcreek 

Gene  A.  Tapalman,  West  Alexandria 

Larry  D.  Ufferman,  Delaware 

Frederick  A.  Voge,  West  Alexandria 

OKLAHOMA 

Jerry  W.  Barnard,  Cashion 
Stephen  G.  Coit,  Clinton 
Philip  Ferrell,  Elgin 
Ronnie  Glover,  Elgin 
Jerry  D.  Goolsby,  Guthrie 
George  Steven  Kouplen,  Beggs 
Lonnie  Max  Leslie,  Dacoma 
Mike  Murphy,  Fairmont 
Harlan  Overman,  Ponca  City 
John  Kevin  Peach,  Hennessey 
Terry  Lynn  Ross,  Dacoma 
Teddy  Shaw,  Ninnekah 
Don  Sims,  Stillwater 
Jack  Tarrance,  Welling 
Paul  Tharp,  Kingfisher 
Michael  L.  Thralls,  Billings 
C.  H.  Wyatt,  Jr.,  Frederick 
Max  Allen  Yost,  Kingfisher 


OREGON 

Mark  L.  Dick  man,  Silverton 
Ma rvin  Ray  Harada,  J; 
Elwayne  Henderson,  Wallowa 
David  Charles  Jossi,  Hillsboro 
Larry  H.  Muller,  Dallas 
William  Scott  Stapleton,  Dallas 

PENNSYLVAN1  \ 

Keith  T.  Fletcher,  Turbotville 

Steve  Lloyd  Gates,  Corry 

Robert  H.  Good,  Airville 

Roy  Earl  Jacob,  Indiana 

Esdan  B.  Kaplan,  Philadelphia 

Galen  Lee  McDonald,  Imler 

Allen  Luther  Reichley,  Winfield 

Earl  C.  Stauffer,  Ephrata 

Paul  R.  Wagner,  Middletown 

Jeffrey  Horace  Waybright,  Gettysburg 

PUERTO  RICO 

Julio  O.  Castro,  Maricao 
Juan  Antonio  Cordero  Perez, 

Quebradillas 
Leonardo  Bosquez  Vargas,  Moca 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Joseph  Harold  Young,  Scituate 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Lonnie  Wesley  Davis,  Summerville 
William  Holt  Earle,  Jr.,  Piedmont 
Al  Gray,  Darlington 
Jimmy  S.  Mitchell,  Woodruff 
James  Luther  Moore,  Jr.,  Lyman 
Wilton  Prince,  Loris 
Curtis  Eugene  Ridings,  Greer 
David  Neil  Rouse,  Fork 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

David  Leroy  Buller,  Brookings 
Duane  Harold  Clay,  Beresford 
David  L.  Pinkert,  Big  Stone  City 
Steven  Michael  Reimer,  Chamberlain 

TENNESSEE 

Mickey  Eugene  Adcock,  McMinnville 

Floyd  Bell,  Gleason 

Elmer  Britt,  Beech  Bluff 

John  William  Brockwell,  Jr.,  Paris 

Richard  Smith  Callahan,  Lynnville 

Calvin  Chesney,  Maynardville 

Ronald  D.  Colbaugh,  Dayton 

John  Bachman  Deakins,  Jr.,  Jonesboro 

James  Michael  Graham,  Clinton 

Gene  Harr,  Bluff  City 

Michael  Glenn  Harris,  Mt.  Juliet 

William  Franklin  Kyker,  Jr., 

Philadelphia 
Terry  Nixon  Manning,  Hickman 
Marcus  L.  McKee  III, 

Castalian  Springs 
Donnie  R.  Myers,  Sevierville 
Robert  King  Pardue,  Troy 
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Bobby  Spradlin,  New  Market 
Carl  Thoni,  Jr.,  College  Grove 

TEXAS 

Ronald  Dean  Allred,  Tyler 

Randall  Keith  Barber,  Gilmer 

Joe  Lloyd  Beauchamp,  Dumas 

Jim  Bode,  Goliad 

Jim  Burk,  Crandall 

Terry  Cheshier,  Lancaster 

Lewis  Christian,  Jacksboro 

Bobby  Dale  Clark,  Clyde 

Joe  W.  Cordell,  Nacogdoches 

Richard  Frank  Cortese,  Temple 

Larry  Dwayne  Culp,  Happy 

David  Lynn  Domsch,  Wimberley 

Bruce  T.  Elliott,  Palacios 

Tommy  Wayne  Engelke,  Kingsbury 

David  Forrest,  Hawley 

Benjamin  Bruce  Gibson,  Godley 

John  Lyndall  Gibson,  Colorado  City 

Louis  G.  Grissom,  Stephenville 

William  Dale  Hamker,  Booker 

Robert  Allen  Hinkle,  Springtown 

Eugene  Hinson,  Mt.  Pleasant 

Joe  G.  Huereque,  El  Paso 

Don  Jackson,  Boyd 

Ricky  Jetton,  Sulphur  Springs 

Duane  Jones,  Cleburne 

Louis  Frank  Jones,  Cotulla 

Michael  Al  Kelln,  Canadian 

Monroe  Erich  Kreuzer,  Jr.,  Anahuac 

John  Lawson,  Sinton 

William  Lee,  Bay  City 

Ronald  Buford  Lowe,  Livingston 

Ronald  Ludwig,  Sealy 

Bobby  W.  Marek,  New  Ulm 

Donald  Marsh,  Adkins 

Rick  Mathis,  Pleasanton 

Kem  McVey,  Madisonville 

David  Morgan,  Call 

Robert  Charles  Mumme,  Hondo 

James  Prescher,  Clifton 

Thomas  A.  Quarles,  Commerce 

David  Rakowitz,  Pleasanton 

Richard  D.  Ramming, 

Mooreland,  Okla. 
Dennis  W.  Richter,  Rosenberg 
Robin  A.  Roberds,  Cleveland 
Morris  Salzman,  La  Coste 
Dale  Wayne  Sansom,  Texarkana 
Darrell  Gene  Schulze,  Fayetteville 
Dave  Smelley,  Godley 
Ricky  Ed  Timmons,  Brownfield 
Richard  Vaculin,  Buckholts 
Sam  Walser,  Chillicothe 
James  Walter  York,  Mt.  Pleasant 

UTAH 

Richard  Christensen,  Holden 
Robert  C.  Nelson,  Salem 
John  H.  Price,  Midway 
Bill  Sorenson,  Axtell 


VERMONT 

Edward  Dennis  Higley,  Brattleboro 
Ronald  Leon  Huestis,  Bridport 

VIRGINIA 

George  Edward  Anderson,  Clover 
Jerry  W.  Blessing,  Wytheville 
David  Cabel  Cobbs,  Danville 
Robert  Paul  Coffman,  Jr., 

Harrisonburg 
James  A.  Combs,  Bristol 
James  Robert  Craddock,  Chatham 
Paul  Samuel  Craun,  Mt.  Crawford 
Larry  Thomas  Eades,  Gladys 
Miller  Tyree  Farris,  Jr.,  Dublin 
J.  Vince  Garland  IV,  Village 
Thomas  WTilton  Goodman,  Jr., 

Abingdon 
Frank  Keatts,  Jr.,  Axton 
Reese  B.  McCormick,  Chatham 
Stephen  Long  Saufley,  Port  Republic 
William  Winston,  Gladys 

WASHINGTON 

Richard  C.  Cone,  Camas 

Steven  Robert  DeFord,  Fairfield 

Steve  E.  Landt,  Spokane 

Robert  E.  Nash,  Auburn 

Daniel  Charles  Riehle,  Deer  Park 

Kenith  Swedberg,  Ellensburg 

Wade  Anthony  Troutman,  Bridgeport 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Ronald  Wayne  Grimes,  Bens  Run 
Luther  Eugene  Rice,  Peterstown 
Carl  Olin  Shockey,  Ravenswood 
Joseph  Kyle  Stemple,  Aurora 
Manley  James  Zinn,  Coxs  Mill 

WISCONSIN 

Kendle  Joseph  Bode,  Potosi 

Delton  L.  Bongel,  Forestville 

David  Bowers,  Marion 

William  James  Buchmann,  Seymour 

Ronnie  M.  Clark,  Cashton 

Steven  P.  Hawthorn,  Monroe 

John  Norman  Kaltenberg,  Waunakee 

Ronald  Ardell  Kissinger,  Elkhart  Lake 

John  Larry  Koeller,  Shawano 

Dale  C.  Kranz,  Columbus 

Dennis  Jack  Noble,  Lancaster 

Richard  D.  Prine,  Hillsdale 

Gregory  A.  Radtke,  Markesan 

Steven  F.  Retallick,  Glen  Haven 

Gerald  John  Richardson,  White  River 

James  Edward  Sarbacker,  Belleville 

James  T.  Stewart,  Clear  Lake 

James  Vernon  Zarndt,  Mount  Horeb 

WYOMING 

James  Bennage,  Lander 
Jim  Lee  Briddle,  Shoshoni 
Dean  Allan  Freeburg,  Albin 
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Honorary   American    Farmer   Degree 

Local  advisors  are  often  the  "motivating  force"  behind  I  I  A 
members  who  achieve  high  goals  in  the  organization.  Advisors  are 
selected  by  the  State  Associations  on  a  criteria  that  encompasses  the 
entire  instructional  program.  Those  men  receiving  this  honor  were : 

Ear!  Ray  Gardner,  Cherokee  County  High  School,  Centre,  Alabama 

Harley  B.  Thompson,  Enterprise  High  School,  Enterprise,  Alabama 

I).  I*.  Whitten,  Cherokee  County  High  School,  Centre,  Alabama 

John  Yates,  Hazelwood  High  School,  Town  Creek,  Alabama 

Richard  G.  Hughes,  Siloam  Springs  High  School,  Siloam  Springs,  Arkansas 

Bennie  B.  Rausch,  County  Line  High  School,  Ratcliff,  Arkansas 

Ray  Agee,  Strathmore  Union  High  School,  Strathmore,  California 

John  W.  De  Jong,  Petaluma  Sr.  High  School,  Petaluma,  California 

James  C.  King,  Santa  Rosa  High  School,  Santa  Rosa,  California 

Robert  W.  Paasch,  Nevada  Union  High  School,  Grass  Valley,  California 

DeVon  M.  Clark,  Montrose  High  School,  Montrose,  Colorado 

Elmo  VanBuren  Palmer,  Central  High  School,  Thomasville,  Georgia 

Tony  A.  Williams,  Early  County  Jr.  High  School,  Blakely,  Georgia  (posthumously; 

William  M.  Yearta,  Moultrie  High  School,  Moultrie,  Georgia 

Charles  R.  Doty,  Blue  Mound  High  School,  Blue  Mound,  Illinois 

B.  L.  Finley,  Benton  Consolidated  High  School,  Benton,  Illinois 

Charles  L.  Harn,  Spoon  River  Valley  High  School,  Fairview,  Illinois 

George  O.  Irvine,  Tonica  Community  High  School,  Tonica,  Illinois 

Robert  Ray  Myers,  Brownstown  Central  High  School,  Brownstown,  Indiana 

Glen  D.  Dillon,  Howard-Winneshiek  Comm.  School,  Cresco,  Iowa 

Grover  C.  Miehe,  Monticello  High  School,  Monticello,  Iowa 

Gerald  E.  Sutton,  Indianola  Community  School,  Indianola,  Iowa 

Ralph  A.  Speakes,  Boyle  County  High  School,  Danville,  Kentucky 

Ernest  E.  Bahm,  Hammond  High  School,  Hammond,  Louisiana 

James  J.  Hubbell,  Assumption  High  School,  Napoleonville,  Louisiana 

Clark  H.  Bullen,  Portland  High  School,  Portland,  Michigan 

Donovan  G.  Cronkhite,  Stockbridge  Community  Schools,  Stockbridge,  Michigan 

Adelbert  D.  Huber,  St.  Louis  High  School,  St.  Louis,  Michigan 

Donald  G.  Barber,  Owatonna  High  School,  Owatonna,  Minnesota 

Travis  Nelson,  Winona  Sr.  High  School,  Winona,  Minnesota 

Layton  G.  Peters,  New  Ulm  Sr.  High  School,  New  Ulm,  Minnesota 

Marlin  W.  Wacholz,  Renville  Public  School,  Renville,  Minnesota 

Jobie  S.  Foxworth,  Stone  County  High  School,  Wiggins,  Mississippi 

W.  C.  Robertson,  Collins  High  School,  Collins,  Mississippi 

Dan  J.  Hawkins,  East  Newton  High  School,  Granby,  Missouri 

Virgil  C.  Walden,  Trenton  High  School,  Trenton,  Missouri 

Vincil  P.  Warren,  Lamar  High  School,  Lamar,  Missouri 

Philip  H.  Miller,  Mead  Public  School,  Mead,  Nebraska 

Wilbur  H.  Frantom,  Franklin-Monroe  High  School,  Pitsburg,  Ohio 

Glenn  Gallaway,  Archbold  Area  High  School,  Archbold,  Ohio 

Fred  Mengert,  Arlington  Local  High  School,  Arlington,  Ohio 

Daryl  C.  Sharp,  Spencerville  Local  High  School,  Spencerville,  Ohio 

Bill  Hasenbeck,  Fletcher  High  School,  Fletcher,  Oklahoma 

Ernest  H.  Muncrief,  Marlow  High  School,  Marlow,  Oklahoma 

Curtis  Peters,  Cherokee  High  School,-  Cherokee,  Oklahoma 

Herbert  C.  Tustison,  Sentinel  High  School,  Sentinel,  Oklahoma 

Richard  Buckovic,  Molalla  Union  High  School,  Molalla,  Oregon 

Earl  A.  Knight,  Sherwood  High  School,  Sherwood,  Oregon 

J.  Robert  Hoffman,  Warrior  Run  Area  Schools,  Turbotville,  Pennsylvania 

Robert  E.  Steff y,  Marion  Center  Area  Schools,  Marion  Center,  Pennsylvania 

John  R.  Zubler,  Penns  Valley  Area  School,  Spring  Mills,  Pennsylvania 

Harris  L.  Beach,  Bowman  High  School,  Bowman,  South  Carolina 

J.  T.  Black,  Greenville  High  School,  Greenville,  South  Carolina 

Carroll  M.  Eaddy,  Hemingway  High  School,  Hemingway,  South  Carolina 

O.  B.  Edmondson,  Cross  Plains  High  School,  Cross  Plains,  Texas 
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Andrew  Essary,  Lamesa  High  School,  Lamesa,  Texas  (posthumously) 
Elbert  D.  Steele,  Jack  C.  Hays  High  School,  Kyle,  Texas 
Rex  A.  Stephens,  Stephenville  High  School,  Stephenville,  Texas 
Wilfred  A.  Leslie,  North  Country  Union  High  School,  Newport,  Vermont 
Thomas  Dickinson  Burgess  III,  Blairs  Jr.  High  School,  Blairs,  Virginia 
Carlton  M.  Hall,  Patrick  Henry  High  School,  Ashland,  Virginia 
James  A.  Hudson,  Park  View  Jr.  High  School,  South  Hill,  Virginia 
Darius  D.  Oliver,  Abingdon  High  School,  Abingdon,  Virginia 
Allen  Roy  Bryant,  University  High  School,  Morgantown,  West  Virginia 
Glen  N.  Holman,  Delavan-Darien  High  School,  Delavan,  Wisconsin 
L.  Donald  Kolar,  Fennimore  High  School,  Fennimore,  Wisconsin 
Donald  B.  Triebensee,  Rice  Lake  High  School,  Rice  Lake,  Wisconsin 

Honorary  membership  is  also  awarded  to  adults  who  have  helped 
to  advance  agribusiness  and  the  FFA,  and  who  have  given  outstanding 
service  on  a  national  level.  Those  receiving  this  recognition  were : 

T.  L.  Barrineau,  Administrator,  Agricultural  Education,  State  Department  of 
Education,  Tallahassee,  Florida 

Walter  T.  Bjoraker,  Professor,  Agricultural  and  Extension  Education,  University 
of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wisconsin 

J.  L.  Branch,  State  Supervisor,  Agricultural  Education,  State  Department  of 
Education,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

C.  Cris  Bridges,  Agricultural  and  Youth  Program  Director,  Eastern  States  Ex- 
position, West  Springfield,  Massachusetts 

Earl  L.  Butz,  Secretary,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Glenn  A.  Christians,  Vice  President,  Merchandising,  Massey-Ferguson  Inc.,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa 

Pauline  D.  Coiner,  Secretary  to  National  FFA  Treasurer,  Woodstock,  Virginia 

Leslie  F.  Crabbe,  Area  Supervisor,  Agricultural  Education,  State  Department  of 
Education,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Biron  E.  Decker,  Vocational  Field  Consultant,  Agricultural  Education,  Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania 

Dallas  K.  Ferry,  Tutalatin,  Oregon 

Orval  C.  Floyd,  Springfield,  Illinois  (Retired  Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education) 

G.  E.  Gaines,  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Watonga,  Oklahoma 

Olin  W.  Ginn,  Coordinator,  Agricultural  Development  and  Youth  Activities, 
Georgia  Power  Company,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

Alphonse  Hartke,  Teutopolis,  Illinois 

Clifford  G.  Haslick,  Supervisor,  Post-Secondary  Unit,  State  Department  of  Edu- 
cation, Lansing,  Michigan 

Roger  C.  Heath,  Assistant  Director,  Purdue  Bands,  Purdue  University,  Lafayette, 
Indiana  (Director  of  National  FFA  Band) 

J.  O.  Hill,  Director,  Dairy  Extension,  Carnation  Company,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Norman  K.  Hoover,  Associate  Professor,  Agricultural  Education,  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  University  Park,  Pennsylvania 

Jim  Leathers,  Research  Farm,  Chemagro  Corporation,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Glenn  W.  Lewis,  Specialist  in  Agriculture,  State  Department  of  Education,  Balti- 
more, Maryland 

Glenn  Luedke,  Advertising  Manager,  The  National  FUTURE  FARMER,  Alex- 
andria, Virginia 

Floyd  G.  McCormick,  Professor  and  Head,  Department  of  Agricultural  Education, 
University  of  Arizona,  Tucson,  Arizona 

Bob  Miller,  Director,  Agricultural  Activities,  Avco  Broadcasting  Corp.,  WLW 
Radio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Marvin  J.  Nicol,  Assistant  General  Manager,  National  Safety  Council,  Chicago, 
Illinois 

Shubel  D.  Owen,  Professor,  Agricultural  Education,  North  Dakota  State  Univer- 
sity, Fargo,  North  Dakota 
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The  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  was  awarded  to  teachers,  super- 
visors and  leaders  who  have  given  outstanding  service  to  the  total  program 
of  vocational  agriculture  and  FFA. 


J.  R.  Peddicord,  State  Supervisor,  Agricultural  Education,  State  Department  of 
Education,  Carson  City,  Nevada 

Robert  H.  Pedersen,  Regional  Supervisor,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Education, 
Oakland.  California 

Lloyd  J.  Phipps,  Chairman,  Department  of  Vocational  and  Technical  Education, 
University  of  Illinois,  Urbana,  Illinois 

John  G.  Plowden,  Vice  President,  Agricultural  Division,  CIBA-Geigy  Corpora- 
tion, Ardsley,  New  York 

J.  R.  Powell,  Professor  and  Head,  Agricultural  Education  Department,  Prairie 
View  A  &  M  College,  Prairie  View,  Texas 

Robert  R.  Price,  Professor  and  Head,  Department  of  Agricultural  Education, 
Oklahoma  State  University,  Stillwater,  Oklahoma 

Gilberto  Ramirez,  General  Supervisor,  Agricultural  Education,  Commonwealth 
Department  of  Education,  Mayaguez,  Puerto  Rico 

Orion  Samuelson,  Farm  Service  Director,  WGN  Continental  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany, Chicago,  Illinois 

John  W.  Scott,  Master,  National  Grange,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Harold  Shoaf,  Administrative  Staff  Asst.,  Kansas  Electric  Cooperatives.  Inc., 
Topeka,  Kansas 

Gary  D.  Smith,  President,  The  Venard  Organization,  East  Peoria,  Illinois 

John  E.  Streetman,  Chairman,  National  FFA  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee. 
Glendale,  Missouri 

Howard  E.  Teal,  Vocational  Agriculture  Instructor,  Adirondack  High  School, 
Boonville,  New  York  (President,  NVATA,  Inc.) 

Llewellyn  L.  Turner,  State  Consultant,  Agricultural  Education,  State  Department 
of  Education,  Hartford,  Connecticut 
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Mary   George  Jordan  Waite,  Chairman  and   President,   Farmers   and   Merchants 
Bank,  Centre,  Alabama 

Paul  S.  Weller,  Jr.,  Director  of  Public  Affairs,  National  Council  of  Farmer  Co- 
operatives, Washington,  D.  C. 

George  L.  Zeis,  Vice  President  and  Secretary,  Federal  Intermediate  Credit  Bank 
of  St.  Louis,  St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Emmett  Burke,  New  Hampton,  Iowa 
v  Regina  Burke,  New  Hampton,  Iowa 

Norman  Sargent,  Bradford,  Ohio 
/Vineta  Sargent,  Bradford,  Ohio 

Robert  L.  Saylor,  Glendale,  Arizona 
\/Mary  Saylor,  Glendale,  Arizona 

Ernest  Hall,  Keymar,  Maryland 
^Florence  Hall,  Keymar,  Maryland 

Philip  J.  Johnson,  Mead,  Nebraska 
y  Donna  Johnson,  Mead,  Nebraska 

Robert  Peebles,  Brewton,  Alabama 
y  Syble  Peebles,  Brewton,  Alabama 

Clair  Galley,  Walton,  New  York 
AVahnita  Galley,  Walton,  New  York 

Gail  Hemmingsen,  Akron,  Iowa 
/Mariam  Hemmingsen,  Akron,  Iowa 

J.  C.  Holland,  Plantersville,  Mississippi 
v/ Sadie  Holland,  Plantersville,  Mississippi 

.William  A.  Nash,  Auburn,  Washington 
J  Mariel  Nash,  Auburn,  Washington 

Charles  Hardison,  Buckeye,  Arizona 
VJoan  Hardison,  Buckeye,  Arizona 

Arthur  H.  Higley,  Brattleboro,  Vermont 
y  Maude  F.  Higley,  Brattleboro,  Vermont 

Keith  C.  Plummer,  Carroll,  Ohio 
v  Martha  E.  Plummer,  Carroll,  Ohio 

Hollis  J.  Stephens,  Swainsboro,  Georgia 
vChristine  H.  Stephens,  Swainsboro,  Georgia 

Distinguished   Service   Awards 

To  appropriately  recognize  those  adults  who  have  given  out- 
standing service  to  the  FFA  on  a  State  or  Regional  and  in  some  cases 
National  level,  the  Distinguished  Service  Awards  are  awarded  at  the 
national  convention.  Those  receiving  the  award  were: 

Ronald  L.  Bray,  President,  French-Bray  Printing  Co.,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

B.  P.  Dilworth,  State  Supervisor,  Agribusiness  Education,  State  Department  of 

Education,  Montgomery,  Alabama 
J.  E.  Dunn,   State   FFA   Executive   Secretary,   State   Department  of   Education, 

Atlanta,  Georgia 
James  A.   Graham,   Commissioner,    Department   of   Agriculture,    Raleigh,    North 

Carolina 
Gordon  G.  Hall,  State  FFA  Executive  Secretary,  Department  of  Vocational  Edu- 
cation, Phoenix,  Arizona 
Enos  B.  Heisey,  Field  Manager,  Public  and  Governmental  Relations,  Agway  Inc., 

Syracuse,  New  York 
Earl  F.  Kantner,  State  FFA  Executive  Secretary,  State  Department  of  Education, 

Columbus,  Ohio 
Warren  G.  Kelly,  Professor  and  Chairman,  Department  of  Agricultural  Education, 

West  Virginia  University,  Morgantown,  West  Virginia 
George  H.  Kyd,  Director  of  Public  Relations,  Ralston  Purina  Company,  St.  Louis, 

Missouri 

C.  Clive  Lawrence,  Agricultural  Officer,  British  Embassy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Hugh  D.   Lee,   Merchandising   Promotion   Manager,    Florida   Citrus   Commission, 

Lakeland,  Florida 
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William  W.  Lundell,  Public  Relations  Consultant,  White  Meter  Company,  Hopl 

Minnesota 
Jack  Morton,  President,  Jack  Morton  Productions,  Inc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Art  Nelson,  State  Supervisor,  Agricultural   Education,  Coordinating  Council   for 

Occupational  Education,  Olympia,  Washington 

H.  E.  Oyster,  Coordinator,  Agricultural  Sales,  Ohio  Edison  Company,  Akron,  Ohio 

Russell  Pierson,   Farm   Service   Director,   WKY-WK  Y-TV,   Oklahoma    City,   Ok  la 
homa 

M.  H.  Powell,  Executive  Vice  President,  Farm  Journal,   Inc.,   Philadelphia,   Penn- 
sylvania 

Harlan    E.    Ridenour,    Director,    Agricultural    Education,    Curriculum    Materials; 
Service,  Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  Ohio 

Michael   Russo,  Acting  Director,   Division  of  Vocational   &  Technical    Education, 
U.S.  Office  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C. 

David  F.  Shontz,  Acting  Dean  and  Acting  Director,  College  of  Resource  Develop- 
ment, University  of  Rhode  Island,  Kingston,  Rhode  Island 

J.  Evan  Slack,  Farm  Director,  IMN  Midwest  Radio,  Aurora,  Colorado 

Maynard  Speece,  Farm  Director,  WCCO  Radio,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Bob  R.  Stewart,  Associate  Professor,  Agricultural  Education,  University  of  Mis- 
souri, Columbia,  Missouri 

J.  C.  Thieman,   Director,   Marketing   Services,   Union   Texas   Petroleum    Division, 
Allied  Chemical  Corporation,  Houston,  Texas 

Leslie  L.  Thompson,  Program  Officer,  VTE,  U.S.  Office  of  Education,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri 

Kiah    E.   Warden,    Manager,    Agribusiness    Department,    Chamber    of    Commerce, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Mildred  Wayland,  Convention  and  Tourist  Council  of  Greater  Kansas  City,  Inc., 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

M.  O.  Whithed,  Manager,  Agricultural  Marketing,  Electric  Energy  Association, 
New  York,  New  York 

VIP   Special   Citations 

There  are  many  individuals  who,  from  the  beginning  of  the  FFA, 
have  continued  to  give  support  to  the  organization  "over  and  beyond 
the  call  of  duty."  This  year  marks  the  third  year  that  long-time  friends 
and  great  supporters  of  the  FFA  have  been  recognized  with  a  "VIP 
Award."  The  five  distinguished  gentlemen  were : 

Walter  B.  Anderson,  Sebring,  Florida 
Henry  S.  Brunner,  Tucson,  Arizona 
M.  C.  Gaar,  Auburn,  Alabama 
R.  E.  Naugher,  Loris,  South  Carolina 
W.  T.  Spanton,  Richmond,  Virginia 
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National  Officer  Addresses 

LAUGH  OFTEN,  LOVE  MUCH,  AND  TAKE   CARE  ALWAYS 

TIM  BURKE,  National  President 

I  have  asked  that  my  fellow  officers  join  me  on  stage  as  I  deliver 
my  final  address  as  a  Future  Farmer.  For  what  I  have  to  say  is  as 
much  a  part  of  them  as  it  is  a  part  of  me.  They  are  with  me  tonight 

just  as  they  were  one  year  ago  when  we 
commenced  upon  a  new  experience,  an  ex- 
perience that  has  drawn  us  as  close  as 
brothers  during  this  year;  and  one  that  has 
moved  you,  the  members  of  the  FFA,  into 
higher  priority  of  our  concern  every  passing 
day. 

Just  as  those  days  have  passed — so  will 
this  day  pass  and  with  it  will  pass  the  wealth 
of  knowledge  and  experience  that  the  six  of 
us  have  brought  to  this  convention.  As  a  team 
we  began — as  a  team  we  will  depart — so  as 
a  team  we  share  these  final  words  with  you. 
I  am  reassured  by  their  presence  here. 
Each  of  them  radiates  a  quality  that  was 
with  me  as  I  flew  the  blue  skies,  shook  the 
hands  of  new  acquaintances,  listened  to  great 
minds,  spoke  to  fellow  members,  and  anticipated  the  future.  Kevin's 
eagerness  for  action  urged  me  to  put  my  ideas  into  action.  Sam's 
ability  to  laugh  showed  me  the  contentment  in  using  one's  imagination. 
Cliff  portrayed  what  a  belief  in  God  can  do  for  a  man's  life.  Phil  put 
confidence  into  my  very  being  and  the  abilities  I  do  have.  And  Dennis, 
well,  he  has  his  way  of  leaving  you  with  the  feeling  that  determination 
and  enthusiasm  can  overcome  insurmountable  obstacles.  Five  qualities, 
six  men — one  team — qualities  that  are  there  for  those  who  wish  to 
take  and  share. 

But  no  rhetoric,  no  great  orations  can  or  will  substitute  for  this 
experience  we  have  in  life ;  the  experience  of  discovery  of  our  minds, 
of  our  abilities,  and  of  our  people. 

This  nation  of  ours  provides  a  learning  environment  that  can 
challenge  the  most  brilliant  of  minds  as  well  as  provide  hope  to  the 
man  who  is  limited  in  learning.  Then,  fellow  members,  with  our  capa- 
bilities— those  that  have  brought  you  and  I  together  tonight — what 
better  place  is  there  to  build  than  we  have  here? 

While  in  Los  Angeles,  Sam  and  I  listened  across  a  small  office 
desk  as  a  man  marveled  us  with  encouragement  to  continue  to  learn 
and  broaden  our  education,  especially  beyond  our  special  interest. 
Kevin  was  beside  me  as  we  looked  skyward  from  a  boat  deck,  chilled 
by  a  cold  breeze,  to  see  the  symbol  of  the  most  noble  experiment 
there — the  Statue  of  Liberty — representing  a  new  approach  to  living 
and  learning.  But  in  the  same  thought,  I  was  there  when  Cliff  caught 
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a  fleeting  glimpse  of  two  ladies  falling  victim  to  purse  snatchers  in 
Washington,  I).  C.  The  bond  of  human  coexistence  broken.  1  have 
felt  the  frustrations  of  talking  to  people  who  just  could  not  open  their 
minds  far  enough  to  communicate  and  yet  Dennis  and  1  shared  the 
joy  of  reaching  new  minds  with  our  experiences  at  a  chapter  banquet 
in  Ohio.  In  the  waning  hours  of  a  Saturday  night  1  pondered  with 
Phil  these  qualities  of  men,  these  experiences  in  learning  from  life 
and  wondered  if  this  mind  of  ours  could  be  used  to  weigh  things 
properly — be  it  pros  or  be  it  cons,  or  be  it  problems  or  be  it  solutions, 
or  be  it  more  or  be  it  less — to  build  understanding  and  a  common  bond 
for  all  mankind,  much  like  the  bond  we  have  in  the  FFA  now. 

As  you  sit  here  tonight,  I  say  my  thoughts  are  of  you.  While 
attending  a  banquet  in  Nebraska  a  chapter  president  concluded  the 
program  by  saying  "you  have  just  heard  from  your  national  president, 
from  your  state  president  and  as  I  look  at  you  as  your  chapter  presi- 
dent, I  think  how  unimportant  we  three  are  without  you."  Each  and 
every  one  of  you ! 

Then  may  I  talk  to  you  as  a  friend.  A  definition  of  friendship 
may  clarify  my  usage  here.  To  me  friendship  is  : 

"Wanting  you  to  see  that  the  world  which  I  have  seen,  feel  that 
which  I  have  felt  and  to  share  the  experiences  I  will  have." 

Fellow  members,  let  us  bring  this  use  of  friendship  closer  to  our 
reason  for  being  here.  After  a  chapter  banquet  in  Missouri,  six  men — 
all  holders  of  the  American  Farmer  Degree — stood  in  a  circle  reflect- 
ing on  the  FFA  when  one  man  proudly  stated,  "The  Future  Farmers 
of  America  is  a  great  organization  because  the  members  run  it!" 

But,  fellow  members,  I  have  seen  many  instances  where  adults 
on  the  local,  state,  and  national  level  have  assumed  the  leadership 
role  in  the  FFA.  The  FFA  is  not  an  organization  to  develop  followers — 
it  is  an  organization  to  develop  leaders.  We  must  make  certain  that 
FFA  members  properly  prepare  themselves  and  then  take  the  initia- 
tive to  lead  the  FFA. 

I  say  friends  we  must  build  the  strength  of  our  members,  we 
must  build  a  friendship  and  brotherhood  in  the  FFA  to  complete  our 
purposes,  we  must  build  to  insure  that  we  can  and  will  provide  our 
own  leadership.  Everyone  within  earshot  of  me  tonight  can  be  a  part 
of  this  building  experience.  Begin  now  to  develop  a  new  leadership 
for  all  FFA  members.  A  contemporary  leadership  that  will  go  beyond 
what  we  have — to  be  based  not  on  ideologies,  but  on  people — not  on 
useless  rhetoric,  but  on  a  learning  mind — not  on  middle  of  the  roaders, 
but  on  sound  decisions — not  on  personal  greed,  but  on  sincerity  and 
understanding.  Let  all  people  know  that  the  FFA  develops  a  person 
to  lead  people  by  the  use  of  contemporary  leadership  to  dispel  any 
false  images  or  expectations  and  brings  friendship  and  awareness  to 
strengthen  the  bond  of  human  coexistence.  With  this,  add  a  new 
faith — a  faith  in  ourselves  to  realize  that  you  are  the  most  important 
asset  you  own.  No  matter  what  the  conflict,  the  burden,  or  the  defeat, 
it  all  starts  with  you  to  build  and  to  learn. 
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I  have  come  to  the  end  of  this  convention  with  many  hopes  in 
mind,  my  fellow  Future  Farmers.  I  hope  I  will  always  remember  the 
sincerity  in  the  voices  of  even  the  worst  of  speakers.  I  hope  life  will 
continue  to  be  a  great  learning  experience  for  all.  I  hope  this  has  not 
been  the  best  year  of  our  lives  for  there  are  more  to  come.  I  hope  the 
FFA  will  strengthen  with  the  words  farming  and  ranching,  never 
dropping  from  the  vocabulary  of  our  members  or  any  member  ever 
think  himself  too  good  to  be  called  a  farmer.  I  hope  you  will  take 
the  leadership  task  of  the  FFA  to  your  heart.  I  hope  we  have  dedicated 
ourselves  to  a  new  leadership  based  upon  friendship.  And  I  hope  a  new 
faith  in  ourselves  has  entered  each  and  every  one  of  us. 

People,  I  sound  the  call  now  to  go  forth  to  make  these  hopes  real 
to  all,  but  take  time  to  think  and  to  decide,  take  time  to  learn  and  to 
love,  and  take  time  to  be  you. 

As  I  depart,  as  we  six  depart,  and  as  you  begin  the  rest  of  your 
life — I  ask  that  you  laugh  often,  love  much  and  take  care  of  you  always. 


KEEP  THE  FAITH 

DENNIS  SARGENT,  National  Secretary 
Imagine  that  you  are  standing  near  the  launch  pad  at   Cape 
Kennedy.  You  can  see  a  gleaming  silvery  Saturn  5  rocket  poised 
statuesque  against  the  blue  sky.  USA  are  the  letters  displayed  proudly 

on  its  side.  The  long-awaited  moment  has 
arrived.  The  excitement  increases.  A  calm 
voice  from  mission  control  begins  the  final 
countdown  to  the  beginning  of  man's  first 
journey  to  the  surface  of  the  moon: 

"T  minus  30  seconds  on  the  Apollo  11 
mission.  All  indications  coming  into  mission 
control  at  this  time  indicate  we  are  GO.  T 
minus  15  seconds  and  counting  12  .  .  11  .  . 
10  .  .  9  .  .  ." 

Can  you  imagine  the  apprehension  and 

anxiety  and  yet  the  hopes  and  dreams  written 

across  the  faces  of  so  many  at  that  moment? 

With  an  everwhelming  burst  of  power 

the  rocket  thrust  upward  and  a  voice  in  the 

crowd    could    be   heard    saying,    "Keep    the 

Faith,  Brother,  Keep  the  Faith" ! 

The  whole  world  watched  as  we  faced  the  greatest  challenge  of 

all  time — to  land  a  man  on  the  moon.  We  were  challenged  to  use  every 

ounce  of  our  capacity  to  dream,  to  think,  to  build!  We  responded 

to  the  challenge ! 

The  parallels  are  great  on  this  day  at  Cape  Kansas  City,  for  on 

the  launch  pad  in  this  grand  old  Municipal  Auditorium  is  a  gleaming 

blue  and  gold  rocket  with  the  letters  FFA  painted  boldly  on  its  side. 

Ours  is  an  organization  that  due  to  a  more  diverse  and  dynamic 

agricultural  industry,  has  faced  the  greatest  challenge  of  its  glorious 
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forty-five  year  history.  We  are  challenged  to  open  the  door  of  oppor- 
tunities to  even  more  followers  of  agricultural  pursuits.  We  are  re- 
sponding to  the  challenge ! 

Look  around  you.  You  can  see  apprehension  and  anxiety  and  yet 
hopes  and  dreams  written  across  the  faces  of  so  many  as  our  count- 
down enters  the  final  stages.  A  voice  in  the  crowd  can  be  heard  saving, 
"Keep  the  Faith,  Brother,  Keep  the  Faith" ! 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  has  stood  up  as  a  beacon  of  light 
in  leadership  and  citizenship  to  all  America  since  it  was  founded  in 
1928.  The  new  diversity  of  our  agricultural  career  objectives  and  the 
common  bond  of  our  interest  and  love  for  agriculture  will  unite  to 
make  this,  the  greatest  of  all  youth  organizations,  even  greater ! 

There  are  those  who  may  fear  that  the  letters  FFA  on  the  side 
of  our  rocket  are  no  longer  indicative  of  the  total  scope  of  our  organi- 
zation. But  doesn't  FFA  stand  for  much  more  in  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  those  who  know  us? 

FFA  represents  Famous  For  Action.  I  am  filled  with  a  sense  of 
pride  in  knowing  that  I  am  a  part  of  an  organization  which  has  young 
men  and  women  who  are  involved  with  action  programs  for  building 
up  rather  than  tearing  down.  Young  men  and  women  who  are  intent 
upon  not  being  simply  good,  but  being  good  for  something. 

Let  FFA  also  represent  Fortified  For  Abundance.  We  are  chal- 
lenged in  knowing  that  a  nation's  strength  lies  not  in  her  military 
power  but  in  her  ability  to  feed  her  people.  FFA  members  are  prepared 
and  trained  in  all  aspects  of  America's  largest  industry  and  subscribe 
to  the  belief  that  "He  who  serves  agriculture,  serves  all  mankind." 

The  men  who  founded  the  FFA  possessed  this  deep  belief  in 
America's  agriculture  and  they  put  strength  of  vision  and  purpose 
into  the  very  cornerstone  of  our  organization.  They  built  the  FFA  as 
a  Foundation  For  Achievement  through  which  thousands  of  members, 
past  and  present,  have  had  qualities  of  success  transfused  into  their 
very  lives. 

As  I  rapidly  approach  that  hour  when  I  too  will  be  a  former 
FFA  member  I  look  to  the  letters  FFA  and  imagine  them  to  mean 
Formulate  a  Functioning  Alumni.  Think  of  the  tremendous  potential 
former  members  can  have  by  joining  hands  together  in  a  united  effort 
to  help  the  FFA  and  agriculture.  The  opportunity  to  give  something 
in  return  for  that  which  we  have  received. 

The  FFA  will  stand  proud  as  it  does  its  part  to  Foster  Freedom 
Always.  This  great  land  of  ours.  From  the  beginning  the  dream  of 
freedom  and  equal  opportunity  has  been  a  beacon  to  oppressed  peoples 
the  world  over.  Anybody  in  this  land  can  choose  to  be  anything  he 
pleases.  It  doesn't  say  it's  going  to  be  easy  and  it  still  has  to  admit 
that  it's  more  difficult  for  some  than  others.  But  it  is  possible  for 
anyone  with  guts  enough  to  be  anything  he  wants  to  be.  That's 
America.  Millions  of  Americans  are  now  rooting  for  a  man  named 
Hank  Aaron  to  better  the  record  of  Babe  Ruth.  We're  not  cheering 
for  a  black  man  to  beat  a  white  man.  We're  pulling  for  America  to 
be  better.  Even  if  it's  only  more  home  runs  in  a  single  lifetime. 
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Of  highest  importance  is  that  each  of  us  who  cherish  and  love 
the  FFA  Find  Faith  in  the  Almighty.  Take  God  with  you  and  the 
enthusiasm  will  come  forth  with  great  but  humble  rewards.  This  year 
as  a  national  officer  I  visited  the  city  of  Chicago  and  as  I  looked  up 
at  the  huge  skyscrapers  in  the  midst  of  all  the  excitement  I  felt  that 
this  must  be  the  strength  of  America.  I  was  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and 
as  I  viewed  the  Capitol  and  the  beautiful  monuments,  a  thrill  ran  down 
my  spine,  and  I  thought  that  this  must  be  the  strength  of  America. 
But,  it  was  as  I  sat  in  the  homes  of  FFA  members  across  this  country 
and  bowed  in  prayer  at  suppertime  with  them  as  families,  that  I 
realized  that  this  was  truly  the  strength  of  America! 

We  have  been  accused  of  being  the  "instant  generation"  because 
we  live  in  a  society  of  instant  everything — instant  potatoes,  instant 
breakfast,  instant  replay,  and  instant  diapers.  But  let  us  go  down  in 
history  not  as  the  instant  generation — but  as  the  constant  generation 
because  we  have  kept  faith  in  God. 

Each  one  of  us  can  feel  the  constancy  of  our  generation.  You 
can't  lose  for  you  have  standing  with  you  shoulder  to  shoulder  430,000 
blue  and  gold  jackets  worn  by  individuals  who  are  living  examples 
of  the  Aims  and  Purposes  of  the  FFA.  Each  one  of  us  can  never  fully 
measure  our  contribution  but  .  .  . 

I  know  that  I  shall  pass  through  this  way  but  once 

Any  good,  therefore,  that  I  can  do 

Or  any  kindness,  love  or  understanding 

that  I  can  show  to  any  human  being 

Let  me  do  it  now.  Let  me 

Not  defer  it  or  neglect  it  for 

I  shall  never  pass  this  way  again. 

With  this  attitude  I  ask  that  we  dare  not  look  back  to  great 
yesterdays;  we  must  look  forward  to  great  tomorrows. 

I  have  faith  in  that  blue  and  gold  FFA  rocket  as  it  awaits  poised 
on  the  launch  pad  here  in  this  grand  old  auditorium.  I  have  faith  in 
our  leadership  as  we  look  to  the  future  by  accenting  the  positive  and 
building  upon  our  present  strengths.  I  have  faith  that  FFA  will  Figure 
Far  Ahead  so  that  we  might  Function  at  Full  Ability  with  a  Full  Force 
Acceleration ! 

The  countdown  is  on....5....4....3....2....1....BLAST-OFF!  Blast-Off 
into  a  new  age  so  that  we  might  assure  a  Future  For  Agriculture  .  .  . 
a  Future  For  America  ...  a  Future  For  All ! 

May  God  Bless  and  Keep  the  Faith. 
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FARM   ON;   WE   CAIN   DISK    IT! 

PHIL  JOHNSON,  National  Vice  President,  Centra)   Region 

There  was  a  hard  working  young  man  in  a  small  rural  community 
who  continually  walked  around  town  with  a  frown  on  his  face  and 
his  head  down.  A  young  artist  friend  of  his  found  out  that  at  one  time 

the  young  man  had  made  a  sad  and  terrible 
mistake.  One  day  the  artist  invited  his  young 
friend  in  to  see  one  of  his  paintings.  When 
he  looked,  the  young  man  saw  himself  stand- 
ing erect,  shoulders  back  and  head  high,  am- 
bition, desire  and  hope  written  on  his  face. 
He  sat  for  a  long  while  looking  at  his  portrait 
and  said  to  himself,  ''If  he  sees  that  in  me, 
then  I  can  see  it.  If  he  thinks  I  be  that,  then 
I  can  be  that  man  and  what  is  more  I  will  be." 

Today  the  FFA  is  a  portrait  for  all 
America  to  see.  A  portrait  of  young  Amer- 
icans standing  erect,  shoulders  back  and 
heads  held  high;  ambition,  desire  and  hope 
written  on  their  faces.  The  Future  Farmers 
of  America  is  more  than  just  an  organiza- 
tion. They're  hope,  they're  freedom,  they're 
a  mold  from  which  people  can  develop  personality,  character,  a  success- 
ful way  of  life.  After  45  years  of  existence,  people  are  still  coming 
to  us  and  saying,  "You  are  the  leaders  of  tomorrow;  I  wish  my  child 
could  be  just  like  you ;  if  only  the  newspapers  would  print  more  stories 
about  the  FFA  to  give  a  true  picture  of  American  youth." 

We've  become  more  than  just  an  organization  because  we  believe 
in  the  dignity  of  labor,  because  we  believe  in  the  individual's  right  to 
freedom  and  success,  because  we  believe  you  need  to  set  goals  in  order 
to  achieve  goals ;  and  we  believe  in  everyone's  right  to  happiness.  But 
the  most  important  part  of  this  whole  portrait  is  the  individual  for 
whom  it  was  painted.  It's  not  a  question  of  whether  he  or  she  can 
be  that  type  of  person,  the  question  is  whether  they  will  be. 

Tim,  Dennis,  Sammy,  Kevin,  Cliff  and  I  have  seen  everything 
from  the  slums  of  New  York  and  Chicago,  to  the  beauty  of  Lake 
Tahoe,  to  the  vast  wheat  fields  of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  We've  repre- 
sented FFA,  agriculture  and  education  to  the  best  of  our  ability  while 
keeping  in  mind  one  thing;  you  the  members,  a  part  of  today's  young- 
generation  trying  to  overcome  such  obstacles  as  poverty,  crime,  pollu- 
tion, lack  of  jobs  and  prejudice  but  yet  retaining  that  spark  of 
optimism  that  distinguishes  you  from  demonstrators,  dissenters  and 
cop-outs. 

My  efforts  have  been  placed  on  developing  an  individual's  confi- 
dence by  trying  to  motivate,  inspire  and  encourage  whenever  I  could ; 
and  in  trying  to  leave  a  message.  One  bit  of  advice  from  a  whole  year 
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of  experiences — I  borrow  these  words  from  Desiderata,  a  message 
written  in  1692 : 

Speak  your  truth  quietly  and  clearly;  and  listen  to  others, 
even  the  dull  and  ignorant;  they  too  have  their  story.  If  you 
compare  yourself  with  others,  you  may  become  vain  and 
bitter;  for  always  there  will  be  greater  and  lesser  persons 
than  yourself.  Enjoy  your  achievements  as  well  as  your 
plans.  Be  yourself.  Especially,  do  not  feign  affection.  Be  at 
peace  with  God,  whatever  you  conceive  Him  to  be,  and  what- 
ever your  labors  and  aspirations,  in  the  noisy  confusion  of 
life  keep  peace  with  your  soul.  With  all  its  sham,  drudgery 
and  broken  dreams,  it  is  still  a  beautiful  world.  Be  careful. 
Strive  to  be  happy. 

Yes,  strive  to  be  happy  FFA  members.  It  is  your  part  as  indi- 
viduals to  fulfill  your  responsibility  to  God  and  your  fellow  man 
through  the  spread  of  brotherly  love,  peace,  patriotism  and  in  general, 
leaving  the  world  and  your  brothers  better  off  because  of  your  efforts. 
I  challenge  you  to  always  exemplify  and  strive  to  keep  those  ideals 
which  have  made  this  organization.  Don't  lose  any  part  of  them  or 
you  might  lose  them  all. 

But  looking  to  the  past,  present  and  future  I  can  see  those  young 
FFA  members  as  in  the  portrait;  shoulders  back  and  heads  high.  If 
the  FFA  continues  to  develop  these  strong  young  Americans  and  they 
do  so  through  the  development  of  agricultural  leadership,  citizenship 
and  cooperation,  then — to  paraphrase  a  popular  saying  to  fit  our  in- 
terests and  retire  on  a  happy  note — 

FARM  ON;  WE  CAN  DISK  IT! 
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ON   YOUR  MARK 


GET  SET  . 


KEVIN   HALL,   National   Vice   President,    North    Atlantic    Region 

.  .  .  the  horses  are  at  the  starting  gate,  it's  a  beautiful  sunny  day 
with  a  capacity  crowd  here  to  watch  the  second  annual  running  of 
the  Triple  Crown.  The  horses  are  now  in  the  starting  gate,  the  starters 
mmmmam^^m    are  rea(ly,  and  they're  off! 

...  we  switch  you  now  to  the  start  of  the 
Indianapolis  500.  The  crowds  have  been  com- 
JB  ing  in  since  before   dawn.   The  track   is   in 

^HH  excellent  condition,  even  though  there  were 

|gs§i    "V-  some  slight  showers  yesterday  afternoon.  All 

predictions  indicate  that  today  all  previous 
^^  I  x^        speed  records  may  be  broken  due  to  the  out- 

\«^**w*-     Jm     ^L      standing  line-up  of  drivers  and   cars.   The 
M  n   starter  is  holding  the  flag,  the  cars  are  revved 
JWH    Mm         I    up'  they're  re&dy  to  go,  the  flag  is  clown,  the 
Jmm         jM;  I    race  *s  on  •  •  •  •  onc8  again,  ladies  and  gentle- 

^HfBMi  men,  we  switch  you  now  to  New  York  City 

Jm  and  Madison  Square  Garden  with  the  cham- 

M  I    pionship  running  of  the  track  and  field  events 

M         MM  I    nere  a^  the  Garden.  We're  down  on  the  field 

mWwMImmmmW&^  ^M  now,  the  runners  are  positioning  their  start- 
ing blocks.  The  starter  is  ready,  the  runners  are  poised,  the  starter 
takes  his  position;  he  raises  the  gun  in  the  air,  he  says,  "On  your 
mark,  get  set,  Go!"  They're  up  and  out  of  the  blocks  and  down  the 
track. 

Perhaps  these  could  be  just  three  typical  starts  of  three  typical 
races,  seen  on  a  typical  TV  show,  on  today ;  a  typical  day.  But  today 
is  not  a  typical  day,  because  today  is  the  first  day  of  the  rest  of  your 
life,  and  wouldn't  you  want  more  than  just  a  typical  start  for  some- 
thing like  that. 

Let's  analyze  for  just  a  moment  those  three  typical  starts.  The  first 
race  pits  the  thoroughbred  soundness,  breeding,  and  speed  of  one  horse 
against  another.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  race,  it's  the  horse's  owner 
who  reaps  the  benefit,  not  the  horse.  The  second  race  puts  the  engi- 
neering and  mechanical  genius  of  one  car  against  another,  but  at  the 
conclusion  of  that  race,  it's  the  car's  owner  who  reaps  the  benefit,  not 
the  car.  In  the  third  race  it's  the  skill,  the  courage,  and  the  confidence 
of  one  runner  against  the  field  of  others.  But,  this  race  ends  differently 
because  the  runner  receives  his  just  reward.  The  speed  of  a  horse,  the 
power  of  a  car,  is  a  wonder  to  behold,  but  the  man  who  runs  the  race 
himself  is  the  man  who's  earned  the  gold.  The  point  to  all  this  is  that, 
FFA  members,  during  the  course  of  our  lives,  each  and  every  one  of 
us  from  Greenhands  to  American  Farmers  wTill  run  many  different 
races.  And  each  one  will  be  a  little  bit  different,  but  the  race  that  really 
counts  is  the  race  we  run  ourselves.  "For  whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap." 
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I  mentioned  that  we  run  many  different  types  of  races  in  life, 
and  it's  interesting  how  they  parallel  many  different  types  of  races 
on  the  track.  The  first  race  we  run  is  a  relay,  of  course ;  a  race  easy 
for  man  but  not  for  a  horse.  The  technique  is  taught  by  our  parents 
and  friends ;  the  need  to  pass  it  on  really  never  ends.  The  second  race 
we  run  is  the  sprint,  known  for  speed,  moving  real  fast  and  doing 
good  deeds.  The  third  race  is  tough ;  it's  the  hurdles  in  life.  The  trials, 
the  tribulations  that  often  cause  strife.  The  way  over  these  is  to  spread 
your  legs  and  jump,  the  equivalent  of  which,  help  your  neighbor  in  a 
slump.  The  fourth  race,  on  it  so  much  will  depend,  because  it's  the  final 
race  that  leads  to  the  end.  And  even  if  you  can  run  the  100  in  9.0  flat, 
judgment,  I'm  told,  is  not  based  on  that.  But  rather  on  honesty,  in- 
tegrity, and  love,  on  that  you'll  be  clocked  by  the  coach  up  above.  And 
the  last  race  is  when  you've  run  all  and  died,  and  you  can  face  your 
maker  and  say  "Lord,  I've  tried." 

I've  tried!  Because  it  matters  not  in  this  race  of  life,  who  can 
run  the  fastest,  who  can  jump  the  highest,  or  who  can  run  the  farthest 
but  what  really  matters  is  whether  you've  done  your  best.  Whether 
you've  done  the  best  you  possibly  can  running  toward  that  goal.  That 
brings  me  to  the  second  point.  Running  toward  the  goal.  I  once  saw  a 
billboard  that  stated,  "Don't  kick,  unless  you're  kicking  toward  the 
goal."  How  important  it  is  to  have  a  goal  to  guide  your  efforts.  The 
Roadrunner  is  a  unique  kind  of  bird.  He  runs  all  days  from  dawn  til 
dusk  just  as  fast  as  he  can.  Never  knows  where  he's  been,  never  knows 
where  he's  going,  but  he's  running  just  as  fast  as  he  can  to  get  there! 
How  futile  are  the  efforts  of  the  Roadrunner  because  he  has  no  goal. 
How  about  your  high  school  football  team?  They  practice  for  weeks, 
they  scrimmage  all  day,  they  memorize  game  plans,  you  have  an 
assembly,  you  have  a  pep  rally,  and  Friday  evening  they're  out  there 
on  the  field.  The  lights  are  on  and  they're  ready  to  go.  But  what  good 
would  it  do  them  if  they  didn't  know  which  goal  to  run  for? 

You've  got  to  have  a  goal  in  life.  But  even  with  the  excitement, 
the  preparation  and  training  and  that  goal  in  mind,  there  is  one  other 
thing,  one  other  factor  that  must  be  present.  For  it's  not  so  much  the 
game  but  the  man  who  plays  the  game,  and  it's  not  so  much  the  man, 
but  the  spirit  that  rules  the  man.  The  spirit  and  the  attitude  that  rules 
men.  The  actions  of  men  are  ruled  by  attitudes.  Have  you  ever  noticed 
someone  with  a  negative  attitude,  and  what  a  poor  outlook  they  have 
on  life? 

Not  too  long  ago  I  met  a  fellow  who  had  a  negative  outlook  on 
life.  He  used  to  get  up  in  the  morning  and  instead  of  saying  "Good 
Morning  Lord,"  he'd  say  "Good  Lord  it's  Morning!"  What  a  poor 
attitude  to  have. 

There  was  a  fellow  who  when  walking  through  a  field  one  day, 
came  upon  a  big  walnut  tree,  and  a  small  garden  on  the  other  side 
of  this  walnut  tree.  He  was  weary  from  his  travels  so  he  sat  down 
beside  the  walnut  tree  and  fell  asleep.  When  he  awoke  he  looked  at 
the  garden  and  looked  up  at  the  walnut  tree  and  thought  to  himself, 
"Boy  what  a  mixed-up  world  we  live  in.  How  foolish  God  must  have 
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been  when  he  created  this  world.  In  the  middle  of*  that  garden  is  a 
vine  so  frail,  so  light,  so  helpless  yet  on  the  end  of  that  frail  vine  is 
a  gigantic  pumpkin.  And  this  walnut  tree  with  its  huge  massive  trunk, 
its  strong  big  limbs,  supports  a  tiny  little  walnut.  How  foolish  God 
must  have  been  when  he  created  this  world.  About  that  time  he  dozed 
off  again.  It  wasn't  too  long  before  a  wind  came  up  and  dislodged  a 
walnut  from  the  top  of  that  tree  and  it  landed  right  square  on  the 
top  of  his  head.  It  didn't  take  him  too  long  to  figure  out  that  maybe 
God  wasn't  so  foolish  after  all.  What  if  that  had  been  a  pumpkin  on 
top  of  that  tree? 

Then  there's  the  fellow  who  goes  to  work,  sits  down  at  lunch, 
opens  a  brown  bag  and  says,  "Egg-salad  sandwiches  again  today! 
Sixteen  years  I've  been  working  here!  Sixteen  years  and  every  day 
for  16  years  I've  been  eating  egg-salad  sandwiches  for  lunch !"  The 
fellow  next  to  him  says,  "Why  don't  you  have  your  wife  make  some- 
thing different?"  The  first  man  replies,  "I'm  not  married." — "Well 
who  makes  your  sandwiches?" — "I  do!" 

It's  easy  to  see  how  a  negative  attitude  can  develop  a  poor  outlook 
on  life.  And  if  you're  going  to  run  that  race  in  life  and  win,  you  have 
a  positive  attitude.  I'm  reminded  of  a  story  most  of  you  remember 
though  you  would  never  admit  it.  The  story  about  a  little  train  that 
was  pulling  the  circus  cars  and  had  to  get  to  a  town  on  the  other  side 
of  the  mountain  the  next  day.  Everyone  said  it  couldn't  be  done.  That 
little  train  couldn't  pull  that  mountain  with  the  circus  behind  it.  But 
the  train  started  up  the  mountain,  all  the  way  saying,  "I-think-I-can, 
I-think-I-can,  I-think-I-can."  It  gets  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  and 
down  the  other  side.  All  the  way  down  it's  saying,  "I-knew-I-could, 
I-knew-I-could,  I-knew-I-could."  That's  what  I  mean  by  a  positive 
attitude.  A  positive  approach !  Remember  the  cute  little  song  that  went 
something  like  this,  "Once  there  was  a  silly  old  ant  who  can't  move  a 
rubber-tree  plant.  But  he  had  high  hopes  ..."  And  at  the  end  of  the 
song,  "Oops,  there  goes  another  rubber-tree  plant."  And  how  about  the 
silly  old  ram  who  thought  he'd  butt  a  hole  in  the  dam?  Everyone  knows 
a  ram  can't  butt  a  hole  in  the  dam.  But  he  had  high  hopes  .  .  .  and 
"Oops  there  goes  another  dam." 

Just  what  can  be  accomplished  through  a  positive  attitude?  Take 
for  instance  a  fellow  like  Eval  Knieval  says  I  can  do  it,  I  know  I 
can  do  it  and  he  does  it!  He  knows  he  can  do  it.  Can  you  imagine 
him  leaving  that  ramp,  not  thinking  "GO  MAN  GO"?  Not  thinking 
he  can  jump  17  cars?  How  about  a  fellow  like  Joe  Namath  who 
says,  "We  are  the  supreme  team.  We  can  beat  anyone,  we're  going 
to  go  all  the  way,  we're  going  to  be  super  bowl  champs" — and  they 
were!  Can  you  imagine  him  walking  to  the  huddle  one  day,  putting 
his  arm  over  his  two  big  tackles  saying,  "Fellows  we're  going  to 
get  stomped  today,  did  you  see  the  other  team?"  A  poor  attitude 
certainly  would  hurt  there.  How  about  a  fellow  like  Cassius  Clay? 
Clay  says,  "I  am  the  greatest.  I  have  the  strongest  arms,  the  best 
lungs,  the  fastest  legs,  and  I  can  beat  any  man!"  Can  you  imagine 
him  stepping  through  the  rope  not  thinking  he's  the  greatest  ?  A  posi- 
tive attitude  can  work  wonders.  A  positive  attitude. 
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FFA  members,  I  know  you're  sitting  there  thinking,  well  sure 
for  Joe  Namath,  he  had  the  chance  and  he's  proven  himself.  And 
Cassius  Clay,  well  he  was  strong.  For  that  little  train,  that  was  only 
a  fairy  tale.  What  can  I  do?  What  can  I  accomplish  with  a  positive 
attitude  ? 

I  would  remind  you  of  the  story  of  a  young  lad  who  had  the  same 
kind  of  feeling.  He  was  a  stonecutter.  His  father  was  a  stonecutter, 
his  grandfather  was  a  stonecutter  so  too  this  boy  became  a  stonecutter. 
One  afternoon  he  set  out,  with  his  hammer  and  chisel  in  his  hand,  and 
in  the  middle  of  a  big  pasture  field  he  found  a  great  rock.  He  walked  up 
to  that  rock  and  started  to  chip  away,  started  to  cut  on  that  stone. 
The  sun  came  out  in  the  sky  and  shone  down  on  him  causing  him  to 
perspire  and  sweat.  He  threw  down  his  hammer  and  chisel  and  said, 
"I'm  not  going  to  be  a  stonecutter  anymore!  There  is  nothing  I  can 
do  to  help  the  world  as  a  stonecutter !  I  have  no  power,  I'm  nobody." 
He  looked  at  the  sun  in  the  sky,  he  said,  "Surely  the  sun  is  the  most 
important  and  most  powerful  thing  in  the  whole  universe.  I  wish  I 
were  the  sun."  And  God  heard  that  boy  and  turned  him  into  the  sun. 
He  shone  from  the  sky  and  brought  forth  the  flowers,  the  plants  on 
the  earth.  He  caused  great  warmth  and  love  until  along  came  a  cloud 
that  blocked  the  sun.  And  the  boy,  in  the  form  of  the  sun,  thought  to 
himself,  "Surely  the  cloud  is  more  powerful  than  the  sun,  I  wish  I 
were  the  cloud!"  And  he  was  changed  to  the  cloud.  And  the  cloud 
brought  great  darkness  and  great  sorrow  and  sadness  on  the  earth. 
He  was  more  powerful  than  the  sun  because  he  could  block  it.  He  was 
the  most  powerful  thing  in  the  entire  universe.  Until  along  came  the 
wind  and  moved  the  cloud.  And  the  wind  moved  everything  on  the 
earth.  And  the  boy  thought  to  himself,  "Surely  it  is  the  wind  that  is 
most  powerful.  I  wish  I  were  the  wind."  And  he  was  changed  to  the 
wind,  and  he  was  the  most  powerful  thing  in  the  entire  universe !  He 
moved  everything  on  the  earth.  Nothing  could  stop  the  ravage  of  the 
wind.  Until  the  wind  came  to  a  huge  rock  in  the  middle  of  a  pasture 
field.  The  wind  could  not  move  that  rock  and  the  boy  thought  to 
himself,  "It  must  be  the  rock.  That  rock  is  the  most  powerful  thing 
in  the  whole  universe.  I  wish  I  were  the  rock !"  He  was  changed  to  the 
rock  and  he  was  the  most  powerful  thing  of  all.  Because  the  sun 
couldn't  melt  it,  the  cloud  couldn't  alter  it,  the  wind  couldn't  move  it, 
nothing  could  harm  that  rock!  Until  along  came  a  little  boy  with  a 
hammer  and  chisel  in  his  hand.  He  stepped  up  to  the  rock,  he  started 
to  carve,  he  started  to  chip,  and  he  formed  out  of  that  rock  the  most 
beautiful  statue  ever  seen !  He  had  a  positive  attitude,  that  little  boy 
with  the  hammer  and  chisel.  He  was  small  and  the  rock  was  big  but 
he  had  the  necessary  tools.  We  are  small,  the  world  is  big,  but  we  have 
the  tools  to  form  what  we  want  out  of  this  world.  We  have  our  educa- 
tion, we  have  our  talents  and  potential.  And  we  can  form  the  kind  of 
life  and  the  kind  of  world  we'd  like  with  our  hammer  and  chisel.  Our 
challenge  then,  as  individuals  and  as  a  team,  is  to  run  that  race  of  life. 
To  run  it  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  To  run  toward  that  goal  with 
everything  we've  got  and  to  keep  in  mind  that  only  with  a  positive 
approach  will  we  cross  that  finish  tape ! 
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A  year  ago,  six  of  us  set  out  on  a  great  race.  A  race  that  would 
take  us  all  across  the  country  and  for  some  of  us  even  out  of  the 
country.  A  great  race  that  we  are  about  to  end.  For  each  and  ('.vdry  one 
of  you,  you're  starting  a  new  school  year,  you're  just  starting  a  race; 
for  us,  we're  ending  a  career  in  the  FFA  but  that's  not  the  end  of 
the  race  for  us.  Because  we're  ready  to  start  again.  We  know  it  won't 
be  a  typical  start,  we  know  it  won't  be  a  typical  end,  but  we're  ready. 
We're  ready  because  we  have  courage,  we  have  confidence,  we  have 
belief.  As  we  get  set  to  run  the  race  of  life,  we  take  our  positions  on 
the  track.  I'd  like  each  one  of  you  to  join  us  in  starting  this  race. 
Imagine  you're  on  the  asphalt  track,  the  lanes  are  marked.  You  adjust 
your  starting  block  and  you  get  down  into  position.  Your  muscles  are 
tense,  you  start  to  sweat.  Things  start  to  go  foggy  in  your  mind  as 
the  lights  begin  to  dim  and  you  know  that  that  goal  is  up  ahead.  The 
starter  takes  his  position  and  you  can  feel  that  this  will  not  be  a 
typical  start,  because  this  is  the  start  of  the  first  day  of  the  rest  of  your 
life.  The  starter  takes  his  position,  the  runners  are  ready,  he  raises 
the  starting  gun  he  says,  "Runners  .  .  .  Take  Your  Mark  .  .  .  Get  Set  .  .  . 
GO ! ! ! ! ! !" 

AND  THEY  WERE   GONE 

CLIFF  SAYLOR,   National   Vice   President,   Pacific   Region 


Acts  1 :  6-12 :  "When  they,  therefore,  were  come  together  they 
asked  of  him,  saying,  Lord,  wilt  Thou  at  this  time  restore  again  the 
kingdom  to  Israel?  And  he  said  unto  them,  it  is  not  for  you  to  know 

the  times  or  the  seasons,  which  the  Father 
hath  put  in  his  own  power.  But  ye  shall  re- 
ceive power,  after  the  Holy  Spirit  is  come 
upon  you ;  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me 
both  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  all  Judea  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
earth.  And,  when  he  had  spoken  these  things, 
while  they  beheld,  he  was  taken  up,  and  a 
cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight.  And 
while  they  looked  steadfastly  toward  heaven, 
as  he  went  up,  behold,  two  men  stood  by  them 
in  white  apparel ;  Who  also  said,  Y^e  men  of 
Galilee,  why  stand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ? 
This  same  Jesus,  who  is  taken  up  from  you 
in  heaven,  shall  so  come  in  like  manner  as  ye 
have  seen  him  go  into  heaven.  Then  returned 
they  unto  Jerusalem  from  the  mount  called 
Olivet,  which  is  from  Jerusalem  a  sabbath  day's  journey." 

The  Apostles  turned  and  Christ  was  gone.  They  had  to  face  the 
future  with  little  knowledge  of  what  was  to  come.  So  too,  America 
looks  and  known  leaders  are  gone,  and  we  have  to  carry  on. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  popular  song  was  published  that  had  this 
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same  basic  theme.   The  song  was  entitled  "Abraham,   Martin,  and 
John." 

Has  anybody  here  seen  my  old  friend  Abraham?  Can  you 
tell  me  where  he's  gone?  He  freed  lots  of  people,  but  it  seems 
the  good,  they  die  young.  I  just  looked  around  and  he  was 
gone. 

Throughout  history,  some  men,  such  as  Abraham  Lincoln,  have 
been  leaders.  They  have  seen  a  need  for  answers  to  problems,  and 
they  have  provided  those  answers. 

If  these  people  had  not  been  of  the  caliber  it  takes  to  conquer 
unconquerable  odds,  we  would  not  be  here  today  as  free  men  and 
women.  Free  from  oppression,  free  from  sickness,  and  most  important, 
free  from  hunger. 

But  the  leadership  from  Abraham  Lincoln,  Martin  Luther  King, 
John  and  Robert  Kennedy  and  many  other  people  was  not  permanent. 
They  were  soon  gone,  and  other  men  and  women  had  to  carry  on. 

In  this  room  there  are  six  young  men  who  have  walked  well 
trodden  paths,  carrying  on  from  where  last  year's  national  officers 
left  off,  and  setting  the  stage  for  the  next  year's  officers  so  they  can 
be  most  effective  in  representing  you,  the  Future  Farmers  of  America, 
and  telling  your  story  everywhere  they  go :  to  people  in  business  and 
industry,  Government  and  education,  to  the  general  public  and  to  agri- 
culturalists everywhere.  As  officers,  we  have  been  representing  you 
for  one  year,  our  term  of  office.  In  a  few  more  hours  we'll  be  gone. 
Gone,  just  as  the  national  officers  of  the  past  have  retired,  and  as  the 
officers  of  the  future  will  retire  at  the  end  of  their  terms.  Gone  to 
other  fields  of  interest,  to  accomplish  other  goals,  and  to  be  involved 
in  the  life  of  our  American  society. 

Just  as  the  Apostles  were  challenged  to  tell  the  story  of  Christ, 
all  of  us,  as  FFA  members  have  been  entrusted  with  many  challenges. 

The  challenge  to  make  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  relevant 
to  all  agricultural  education  students,  both  production  oriented  and 
business  oriented,  may  be  our  greatest  challenge  because  while  we 
are  doing  this,  we  must  maintain  the  strength  of  our  organization, 
and  establish  harmony  among  our  members. 

We  are  challenged  to  place  new  emphasis  on  the  importance  of 
production  agriculture  in  America,  and  to  inform  the  general  public 
of  this  importance.  We  must  also  tell  of  the  rapid  growth  of  agri- 
business within  our  agricultural  industry  and  show  how  the  two 
complement  each  other. 

Like  Nobel  Prize  winner  Norman  Borlaug,  we  face  the  challenge 
of  improving  an  already  improved  agricultural  industry  and  feeding 
our  growing  population,  because  there  is  one  fact  we  cannot  change. 
That  is,  man  must  eat  to  stay  alive. 

Related  to  the  improving  of  our  own  agricultural  industry  is  the 
challenge  to  teach  other  nations  these  farming  techniques  so  that  they 
too  can  feed  their  population  and  not  be  dependent  on  other  countries 
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for  food.  Until  then,  they  will  not  be  free  from  the  threat  of  starvation 
and  famine. 

We  also  face  the  challenge  of  keeping  America  free.  We  like;  to 
think  that  America  is  safe  and  secure  from  threats  of  any  kind.  But 
when  I  sit  and  watch  a  national  convention  of  any  political  party  and 
outside  the  convention  hall  people  are  rioting,  ice  picking  tires,  de- 
stroying public  or  private  property,  and  trying  to  disrupt  that  con- 
vention, I  realize  how  very  important  it  is  that  we  lead  America  in 
an  ever  strengthening  direction. 

The  Apostles  did  not  stop  leading  when  Christ  left  them.  They 
went  back  to  Jerusalem  and  started  performing  their  task.  And,  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America  must  continue  to  produce  good,  strong, 
honest,  concerned  leaders  if  we  as  Americans  are  to  continue  to  exist 
and  meet  future  challenges. 

If  we  do  not  provide  America  with  these  kind  of  men  and  women 
to  be  our  leaders,  I  ask,  where  will  we  be  twenty  years  from  now, 
what  will  our  society  be  like,  and  who  will  feed  and  clothe  us?  This 
responsibility  is  ours  to  honor,  Future  Farmers,  and  when  our  current 
leaders  are  gone,  we  must  carry  on. 

Folks,  I  have  lived  with  five  young  men  who  accepted  their 
responsibilities  and  have  led  this  organization  for  the  past  year.  With 
that  thought  in  mind,  I  hear  again  the  words  to  that  song,  slightly 
altered — 

Has  anybody  here  seen  my  old  friends  Tim,  Dennis,  Sam, 
Phil,  and  Kevin?  Can  you  tell  me  where  they've  gone?  I 
thought  I  saw  them  walking  out  on  a  hill.  I  just  looked 
around  and  they  were  gone. 


SILVER  AND  GOLD,  HAVE  I  NONE 

SAMMY  PEEBLES,   National  Vice   President,   Southern    Region 

As  they  started  up  the  steps  of  the  church,  they  saw  him.  His 
legs  were  crooked  and  bent.  His  clothes  were  dirty  and  torn.  It  was 
the  same  old  beggar  they  had  seen  on  the  church  steps  with  his  cup 

held  out  for  so  many  years.  Peter  and  John 
were  like  me  in  one  respect  anyway.  They 
didn't  have  any  money.  But,  that  wasn't  im- 
portant, because  they  had  something  better. 
It  was  about  that  time  that  Peter  said, 
"Silver  and  Gold,  have  I  none,  but  such  as  I 
have  I  give  thee.  In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Nazareth  rise  up  and  walk."  And  he  did! 
The  old  beggar,  lame  since  birth,  stretched 
his  bent  legs  straight  and  slowly  he  stood. 
Then,  wobbling  at  first,  began  to  walk.  Now 
he  was  steady  and  running  and  shouting 
happily.  It  wTas  a  miracle !  He  was  healed ! 
He  had  a  new  life  because  someone  was  will- 
ing to  give  what  they  had. 

The  gift  of  giving,   what   an  amazing 
quality.  In  this  year  lots  of  folks  have  given 
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much  to  me.  I  owe  much  thanks  to  many.  First,  of  course,  I  thank  God 
above  for  his  concern  for  one  little  knucklehead  down  in  the  swamps 
of  Brewton,  Alabama.  I  thank  my  family  and  five  brothers — Tim, 
Dennis,  Phil,  Kevin  and  Cliff — for  their  fantastic  frienship.  And  I 
thank  all  of  you,  each  individual,  for  the  laughs  and  lessons  you  have 
given  to  me.  Though  this  has  been  the  most  enjoyable  year  of  my  life, 
I  have  seen  many  sad  sights.  I  have  seen  many  people  badly  in  need 
of  gifts.  But,  just  as  the  lame  beggar,  they  are  not  really  in  need  of 
silver  and  gold. 

Nestled  among  the  pines  in  the  town  of  Brewton  is  New  Hope 
Manor.  You  may  have  a  place  comparable  to  New  Hope  in  your  town. 
It's  an  old  folks  home.  As  one  walks  down  the  halls,  you  see  some  of 
those  people  who  need  some  of  those  gifts.  There  are  old  ladies  who 
lie  motionless  on  their  beds  as  they  stare  at  the  ceiling.  Others  sit  in 
wheel  chairs  with  a  red  belt  strapped  around  their  body  holding  them 
in  the  chairs.  You  will  see  elderly  men  slowly  moving  down  the  halls 
like  shadows  of  younger  days.  But  then,  there  are  the  nice  facilities, 
the  well-trained  staff,  and  the  necessary  medicine  provided  through 
medicare.  So  really,  they  are  given  some  things — silver  and  gold.  But 
what  about  something  more  important — time.  Not  more  time  for  them- 
selves but  time  for  others.  Someone  who  will  take  time  to  listen  and 
talk  and  laugh.  Silver  and  gold  we  may  not  have,  but  time  we  do.  Time 
is  a  simple  gift,  yet  it  is  such  a  valuable  one  that  no  amount  of  money 
can  buy  it.  It  can  only  be  given. 

Thinking  about  gifts,  if  the  Great  Gift  Giver  were  about  to  give 
you  anything  you  wanted,  what  would  you  ask  for  ?  I  guess  that  would 
be  a  pretty  hard  decision,  but  one  gift  that  would  be  really  high  on 
my  list  is  laughter.  And  man,  have  we  laughed  this  year!  All  of  us 
together  have  laughed.  From  rodeos  in  Texas  to  ski-do  rides  in  Maine, 
to  "Pirates  of  the  Caribbean"  in  California,  to  goldfish  farms  in 
Florida,  we  have  laughed!  But,  again,  we  didn't  and  don't  laugh  all 
the  time.  A  bell  tolls.  We  ask,  "Who  is  the  bell  tolling  for?"  And  the 
reply  come,  "It  tolls  for  thee."  Because,  we  are  a  part  of  mankind,  and 
any  time  we  hear  a  lonely  voice  or  see  a  lonely  face  we  feel  kind  of 
lonely  too.  The  only  thing  one  has  to  do  to  hear  a  lonely  voice  or  see 
a  lonely  face  is  to  look  and  listen. 

Lonely  voices  crying  in  the  city, 
Lonely  voices  sounding  like  a  child, 
Lonely  voices  come  from  busy  people, 
Too  disturbed  to  stop  a  little  while. 
Lonely  faces — I  see  them  in  the  subway, 
Burdened  by  the  worries  of  the  day, 
Men  at  leisure,  but  they're  so  unhappy, 
Tired  of  foolish  roles  they  try  to  play. 

Lonely  people  come  from  any  age  group  with  any  background, 
and  they  can  be  found  in  any  place.  Sometimes  we  think  of  loneliness 
as  the  time  when  there  is  no  other  human  being  around,  but  this  is  not 
necessarily  true.  The  worst  loneliness  of  all  may  be  that  of  a  crowd — 
the  solitude  of  the  city.  You  move  up  and  down  the  busy  streets  passing 
thousands  of  men  and  women  hurrying  hither  and  yon  on  their  re- 
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spective  errands.  They  are  people  like  you  with  the  name  hopes,  fears, 
joys  and  sorrows,  but  your  heart  grows  sad  when  you  reflect  that  no 
laughter  is  being  shared  as  you  pass. 

"Lonely  people  do  I  see.  Lonely  people  on  my  memory."  Well, 
there  you  have  it.  That's  the  way  it  is  yesterday,  today  and  tomorrow — 
people  with  problems,  lonely  people  needing  someone  to  care  and  share. 
Now,  this  is  where  we  enter.  We  are  the  answers.  Silver  and  gold  we 
may  not  have,  but  .  .  . 

The  old  cobbler  stretched  and  yawned.  It  had  been  a 
good  night's  sleep  and  what  a  fantastic  thing  had  happened. 
As  he  slept  an  angel  came  into  his  dreams  and  told  him  that 
the  Lord  was  coming  to  his  house  for  supper  the  very  next 
night.  Now  the  cobbler  must  get  ready  for  his  very  special 
guest.  First,  he  made  a  fine  pair  of  shoes  for  his  visitor.  Next 
he  prepared  a  most  tremendous  meal.  Then  in  the  late  after- 
noon he  began  to  carefully  clean  his  home. 

As  he  was  dusting  a  knock  came  on  his  door.  He  opened 
it  and  there  stood  a  most  pathetic  sight,  a  husky  man  with 
no  shoes  and  bleeding  feet.  "Could  you  possibly  give  me  a 
pair  of  shoes?"  he  asked.  The  cobbler  replied  that  all  he  had 
was  the  pair  saved  for  a  very  special  guest.  But,  this  man 
was  in  desperate  need,  so  the  cobbler  gave  him  the  shoes. 

It  wasn't  long  until  another  knock  came  upon  the 
cobbler's  door.  This  time  it  was  a  half  starved  woman  and 
her  baby.  The  only  food  in  the  house  had  been  prepared  for 
the  Master,  but  this  woman  was  in  need.  The  cobbler  fed  the 
woman  and  her  child  and  wondered  what  the  Lord  would 
think  when  there  was  no  food  prepared. 

Back  to  the  cleaning  he  thought,  but  a  third  time  a 
knock  came.  This  time  it  was  a  crying  child  upset  because 
he  was  lost.  "Well,"  thought  the  cobbler,  "the  Master  will 
probably  come  while  I'm  gone  but  this  little  lad  is  in  need." 
So  off  went  the  cobbler  and  the  boy  to  find  his  home. 

Later  that  night  as  the  cobbler  lay  again  in  his  bed  he 
wondered,  "Why  did  the  Lord  not  come?  He  said  he  wrould. 
Oh,  maybe  he  came  while  I  was  gone.  I  wish  I  had  stayed 
home.  I  wish  the  Lord  would  have  come  so  I  could  have 
served  Him."  Then  out  of  the  darkness  strong  but  quiet 
words  come,  "I  was  hungry  and  ye  fed  me,  I  was  naked  and 
ye  clothed  me,  I  was  lost  and  ye  showed  me  the  way.  Inas- 
much as  ye  did  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethen, 
ye  did  it  unto  me." 

Silver  and  Gold  we  may  not  have,  but  what  we  do  have  w7e  can  give. 
We  must  give.  Give.  And  may  God  bless  your  gifts. 
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AGRICULTURAL  CAREER  SHOW 

The  Agricultural  Career  Show  was  established  as  a  part  of  the 
National  FFA  Convention  in  1966,  adding  a  new  dimension  to  the 
week-long  activities.  Professional  societies,  trade  associations  and 
educational  institutions  provide  career  materials  and  counseling  in  all 
areas  of  agribusiness.  During  its  seven  year  existence,  thousands  of 
FFA  members  and  advisors  have  been  able  to  assemble  the  latest 
information  available  on  career  opportunities  in  the  broad  field  of 
agribusiness  and  natural  resources.  In  addition,  high  school  counselors 
and  school  administrators  become  more  familiar  with  the  industry  of 
agriculture  through  personal  contact  with  the  professionals  man- 
ning the  attractive  career  show  exhibits. 

Lists  of  the  Agricultural  Career  Show  exhibitors  with  their  ad- 
dresses are  maintained  at  the  National  FFA  Center,  and  made  avail- 
able to  vocational  agriculture  teachers.  These  exhibitors  make  career 
materials  available  throughout  the  year. 


EXHIBITORS 

Action — Vista/Peace  Corps 

Agricultural  Relations  Council 

American  Agricultural  Editors'  Association 

American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors 

American  Association  of  Nurserymen  &  National  Landscape  Association 

American  Fisheries  Society 

American  Meat  Institute 

American  Seed  Trade  Association 

American  Society  for  Horticultural  Science 

American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers 

American  Society  of  Agronomy,  Crop  Science  Society  of  America,  and  Soil  Science 

Society  of  America 
Cooperative  Extension  Service 
Electric  Energy  Association 
Farm  and  Industrial  Equipment  Institute 
Farm  Equipment  Manufacturers  Association 
National  Agricultural  Advertising  &  Marketing  Association 
National  Association  of  Animal  Breeders 
National  Association  of  Farm  Broadcasters 
National  Farm  and  Power  Equipment  Dealers  Association 
National  Grain  &  Feed  Association 
National  Society  of  Live  Stock  Record  Associations 
National  Vocational  Agricultural  Teachers'  Association,  Inc. 
Sales  and  Marketing  Executives  International 
Society  of  American  Florists 
Society  of  American  Foresters 
Soil  Conservation  Society  of  America 
The  Wildlife  Society 
U.  S.  Department  of  Labor 
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Committee  Reports 

NOMINATING  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  Nominating  Committee,  do  hereby  submit  the  following 
candidates  for  National  FFA  Office  for  the  year  1972-73.  After  having 
given  careful  and  deliberate  consideration  to  all  applications,  we  offer 
the  following  slate  of  candidates  for  the  delegates'  consideration : 

President DWIGHT  O.  SEEGMILLER,  Decorah,  Iowa 

Secretary JERRY  DEAN  GOOLSBY,  Guthrie,  Oklahoma 

Vice  President,  Central  Region TIM  DAUGHERTY, 

Chillicothe,  Missouri 

Vice  President,  North  Atlantic  Region BRUCE  ERATH, 

Grahamsville,  New  York 

Vice  President,  Pacific  Region ZANE  HANSEN,  Pingree,  Idaho 

Vice  President,  Southern  Region. .ROBERT  HINTON,  Sydney,  Florida 

Treasurer J.  M.  CAMPBELL,  Richmond,  Virginia 

Executive  Secretary WM.  PAUL  GRAY,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Advisor H.  N.  HUNSICKER,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BILL  OGG,  Wyoming    (Chairman) 
LEON  COOPER,   West  Virginia 
GREG  SMITH,   Maine 
KENDAL  THOMPSON,   South    Dakota 
PAUL  MULLER,   California 
LARRY  COLEMAN,   Mississippi 
GLENN  STITH,   Kentucky 
LYNN  SANDERSON,   Arkansas 
KEN  ANDERSON,   Utah 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  Auditing  Committee,  after  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  Certified  Public  Accountants'  report  of  the  FFA 
organization's  finances  for  the  fiscal  year  July  1,  1971  through  June 
30,  1972,  and  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  new  accounting  system 
employed  by  the  organization  this  year,  make  the  following  recom- 
mendations : 

1.  That  the  audit  report  of  Stoy,  Malone  and  Company  be  accepted  as  being  true 
and  accurate. 

2.  That  the  national  organization  be  commended  for  installing  the  new  consoli- 
dated accounting  system  with  new  equipment  and  more  efficient  methods  of 
accounting  in  a  continuous  desire  to  update  the  Future  Farmers  of  America 
organization. 

3.  That  Mr.  Julian  Campbell,  National  FFA  Treasurer,  his  secretary,  Mrs. 
Pauline  Coiner,  and  Mr.  Edward  J.  Hawkins,  FFA  Executive  Director,  be 
commended  for  their  untiring  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  FFA  organization. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  COMERFORD,    South   Carolina 

(Chairman) 
RICHARD  CHAPPLE,  Missouri 
ROY  DUBE,   Washington 
DONALD  PORZIO,   Connecticut 
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NATIONAL  FFA  ALUMNI  COMMITTEE 

We  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Committee  make  the  following 
recommendations : 

1.  Encourage  contact  with  the  local  officers  more  often.  Don't  always  go  through 
the  chapter  advisor. 

2.  Encourage  each  state  officer's  help  in  the  formation  of  a  local  Alumni  chapter 
in  his  community. 

3.  Encourage  chapter  officers  to  have  more  Alumni  members  in  local  Alumni 
chapter  than  the  local  active  FFA  chapter.  This  provides  a  better  possibility 
of  receiving  the  $1.00  per  person  reimbursement  from  the  national  level  when 
the  state  Alumni  exceeds  the  state  active  membership. 

4.  Encourage  the  chapter  president  to  select  a  willing  and  knowledgeable  person 
to  head,  organize  and  charter  a  local  Alumni  chapter. 

5.  Encourage  all  states  not  chartered,  to  charter  by  the  next  national  convention 
and  challenge  all  to  meet  or  exceed  state  active  membership. 

6.  Encourage  more  support  of  the  "Every  Member  Get  A  Member"  campaign, 
now  in  progress. 

7.  Encourage  the  active  FFA  to  take  action  to  organize  the  local  and  state 
Alumni  organizations. 

8.  Encourage  state  officers  when  making  a  chapter  visit  or  speaking  engagement 
to  urge  the  joining  of  the  FFA  Alumni  Association. 

9.  Encourage  an  incentive  award  for  FFA  members  to  get  Alumni  members.  A 
small  card  or  certificate. 

10.  Encourage  newsletters  specializing  in  what  Alumni  chapters  are  doing,  to 
help  stimulate  other  local  Alumni  chapters  to  get  going,  also  send  to  all  local 
chapters  this  mailing. 

11.  Encourage  all  American  Farmer  Candidates  and  Official  Delegates  to  become 
Alumni  members  before  the  end  of  this  convention. 

12.  Encourage  every  chapter  that  has  not  chartered  a  local  Alumni  chapter  to 
stop  by  the  Alumni  Association  booth  in  the  Career  Show  area  and  pick  up 
Alumni  materials. 

13.  Encourage  that  this  convention  commend  the  National  Alumni  Association 
and  its  members  for  the  fine  example  they  have  set  thus  far. 

14.  Encourage  FFA  organization  at  all  levels  to  give  complete  support  to  the 
FFA  Alumni  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LARRY  RASMUSSEN,   Nebraska    (Chairman) 

KERRY  KAUCHER,   Maryland 

JIM  GUNSTAD,   Minnesota 

ROGER  BYRD,   Georgia 

ALAN  JONES,   Texas 

DAVID  CARMICHAEL,   Arizona 

PAUL  DAVIS,   New   Hampshire 

KEITH  GREEN,   Wisconsin 


BICENTENNIAL  APPROACH  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  FFA  Bicentennial  Approach  Committee, 
feel  that  the  FFA  should  be  aware  of  the  approaching  National  Bicen- 
tennial Celebration.  However,  since  the  FFA  now  sponsors  many 
programs  which  can  be  related  to  the  Bicentennial  Celebration,  we 
do  not  feel  that  the  FFA  should  sponsor  a  complete  Bicentennial 
Celebration  of  its  own. 
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We  would  like  to  make  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  national  staff  prepare  and  make  available  materials  to  guide     tate 
associations   and   local   chapters    in    relating   existing   FFA    programs    to    the 

Bicentennial  Celebration.  Emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the  use  of  public  rela- 
tions tool  to  make  the  public  aware  of  the  part  the  FFA  is  playing  in  America's 
heritage  and  America's  future. 

2.  That  these  materials  also  contain  some  specific  suggestions  on  developing  the 
chapter's  entire  public  relations  program. 

3.  That  the  FFA  cooperate  with  the   Bicentennial   Commission   by   emphasizing 
the  themes  Heritage  '76  in  1974,  Festival  '76  in  1975,  and  Horizons  '70  in  1976. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KEITH  MOHLER,   Indiana    (Chairman) 
STEVE   FOWLER,   Alabama 
ALAN  BITTER,   New  York 
JIMMY  ALVAREZ,    Florida 
MAURICE  PATRICK,   Massachusetts 
NEAL  BOWMEN,   Arizona 
DAVID  PATTERSON,    Montana 
JAMES  RAYNOR,   North   Carolina 
DOYLE  WAYBRIGHT,   Pennsylvania 
GORDON  BARNABY,   Vermont 

BOAC  PROGRAM   COMMITTEE 

We,  the  1972  National  BOAC   Committee  make  the  following 
recommendations  for  consideration : 

1.  Encourage  the  national  organization  to  produce  a  film  on  how  to  establish  a 
BOAC  program  and  on  actual  chapter  accomplishments. 

2.  Encourage  all  state  officers  to  inform  all  chapters  about  the  BOAC  program 
and  promotional  materials  available. 

3.  Encourage  all  state  associations  to  use  the  excellent  BOAC  film  purchased  by 
the  Farmers  Home  Administration  "Building  Our  American  Communities," 
and  available  from  the  Venard  Organization,  Box  1332,  Peoria,  Illinois  61601. 

4.  Encourage  the  national  staff  to  provide  next  year's  BOAC  Committee  with 
the  current  BOAC  materials. 

5.  Encourage  the  national  organization  to  develop  procedures  for  local  chapters 
to  work  together  and  an  award  system  for  outstanding  achievement. 

6.  We  wish  to  thank  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  and  Lilly  Endowment, 
Inc.  for  their  support  of  the  BOAC  program. 

7.  Urge  all  state  officers  to  research  the  possibility  of  using  rural  rehabilitation 
funds  in  the  BOAC  program.  To  accomplish  this  see  the  State  Director  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  and  State  Department  of  Agricultural  Edu- 
cation. 

8.  Encourage  the  administration  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  to  make 
loans  available  to  local  chapters  for  BOAC  projects  as  wTell  as  to  individuals. 

9.  Encourage  support  from  local  service  clubs  and  agencies. 

10.  Place  judging  emphasis  on  the  BOAC  projects  community  development  aspects 
rather  than  on  community  service.  Score  card  should  incorporate  some  way  of 
determining  achievement  of  the  projects  long-term  objectives. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MIKE  MACNAB,   Oregon    (Chairman) 

DON  STOLLER,   Ohio 

TED  C.  JONES,   Colorado 

RONNIE   FINCH,   Virginia 

VAN  REEDER,   New  Jersev 

TOM  KELLY,   Illinois 

STEVE  NITZSCHKE,   Tennessee 
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NATIONAL  CHAPTER  AWARDS  PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 

The  committee  carefully  studied  the  National  Chapter  Awards 
Program  and  found  the  program  to  be  efficient  and  meaningful. 
However,  we  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  program. 

1.  Discourage  the  use  of  elaborate  covers  or  folders  for  National  Chapter  Awards 
applications. 

2.  Consider  the  idea  of  developing  a  uniform  scoring  card  for  the  National 
Chapter  Awards  Program. 

3.  Encourage  regional  offices  to  place  more  emphasis  on  state  ranking  of  chapters 
for  national  awards  or  eliminate  state  ranking. 

4.  Each  state  association  encourage  more  participation  in  the  Chapter  Awards 
Program  by  local  chapters  through  the  use  of  Chapter  Champions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.   W.   UNDERWOOD,   North   Carolina 

(Chairman) 
WAYNE  VANGRAEFSCHEPE,   Colorado 
BART  BRASHEARS,   Oklahoma 
CHRIS  CALKINS,   Washington 
MERWYN  NIHIPALI,   Hawaii 
RAUL  ALVARADO,   Puerto   Rico 
PHILLIP  MORGAN,   Delaware 
RICHARD  FLICKINGER,   Maryland 

COLLEGIATE  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  Collegiate  FFA  Activities  Committee 
for  1972,  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  more  effective- 
ness, improvement  and  interest  to  the  Collegiate  FFA  Chapters: 

1.  That  membership  be  opened  to  students  enrolled  in  agricultural  courses,  or  who 
are  pursuing  career  objectives  in  the  industry  of  agriculture. 

2.  That  Collegiate  FFA  Chapters  assist  in  the  directing  and  sponsoring  of  activi- 
ties for  FFA  chapters  that  will  aid  members  in  the  development  of  skills  and 
knowledge  of  agriculture. 

3.  That  active  FFA  members  who  pay  national  FFA  dues  through  their  local 
chapters  not  be  required  to  pay  national  dues  through  the  Collegiate  FFA 
Chapter. 

4.  That  a  National  Collegiate  FFA  Chapter  Award  Program  be  made  available, 
such  as : 

a.  National  Chapter  Award  Program 

b.  Building  Our  American  Communities 

c.  Cooperative  Activities 

5.  That  Collegiate  FFA  Chapters  send  representatives  to  the  Collegiate  FFA 
Activities  Committee  meeting  during  the  National  FFA  Convention. 

6.  That  the  national  organization  provide  a  Collegiate  Chapter  FFA  Directory. 

7.  That  the  Collegiate  FFA  Chapters  be  made  available  to  assist  at  the  National 
FFA  Convention,  at  the  discretion  of  the  National  FFA  Board  of  Directors. 

8.  That  Collegiate  FFA  Chapter  competition  be  limited  to  the  Collegiate  FFA 
level. 

The  1972  Collegiate  FFA  Activities  Committee  feels  that  col- 
legiate membership  can  benefit  both  collegiate  members  as  well  as 
the  national  organization,  therefore,  we  strongly  encourage  member- 
ship in  the  Collegiate  FFA  Chapters. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CAL  DOOLEY,   California    (Chairman) 
NELSON  MARTIN,   Pennsylvania 
JOHN  PAYNE,  Arkansas 
BEN  WESSELS,   Illinois 
ROGER  PAGE,  Alabama 
MIKE  GOOLSBY,  Oklahoma 
BRUCE  WEEKS,   South   Carolina 
GEORGE  MOORE,   Tennessee 
DAVID  ALLEN,   Texas 
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NATIONAL   I  I  A   CONVENTION  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  1972  National  FFA  Convention  Committee,  having  re- 
viewed the  44th  National  Convention  Proceedings  and  viewed  the  45th 
annual  convention  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  wish  to  com- 
mend the  national  officers  and  Board  of  Directors  for  one  of  the  best 
conventions  ever  held. 

However,  in  an  attempt  to  improve  the  excellence  we  have 
attained,  we  make  the  following  recommendations : 

1.  That  the  Proceedings  include  a  group  photograph  of  past  and  newly  elected 
national  officers,  appearing  after  the  Call  to  Convention. 

2.  That  the  brief  biographical  sketch  of  each  of  the  newly  elected  officers  follow- 
ing the  aforementioned  picture  be  continued. 

3.  That  a  complete  approved  budget  for  the  1972-73  year  accompany  the  Na- 
tional Treasurer's  report. 

4.  That  a  list  of  the  Building  Our  American  Communities  award  winners  along 
with  a  resume  of  the  activities  of  the  winning  chapter  be  included  in  the 
National  FFA  Foundation  Awards  and  Contests  section. 

5.  That  a  brief  description  of  the  Star  Farmer  and  Star  Agribusinessman 
pageant  be  included  with  the  names  of  the  regional  winners  in  each  area. 

6.  That  a  brief  resume  of  the  projects  of  the  Star  Farmer  of  America  and 
Star  Agribusinessman  of  America  follow  the  group  photographs  of  the 
winners. 

7.  That  the  National  Center  continue  to  send  a  copy  of  the  Proceedings  to  each 
chapter,  along  with  a  letter  stressing  the  availability,  importance  and  use  of 
the  National  Program  of  Activities  and  the  Proceedings. 

8.  That  additional  copies  of  the  Proceedings  be  made  available  through  the 
National  FFA  Supply  Service. 

9.  That  a  special  effort  be  made  to  reduce  noise  at  the  convention,  especially 
when  addresses  are  being  delivered. 

10.  That  the  Wednesday  and  Thursday  night  sessions  be  shortened. 

11.  That  the  public  address  system  be  improved,  having  more  microphones,  indi- 
vidually controlled,  around  the  delegate  floor. 

12.  That  a  professional  parliamentarian  be  secured  for  the  business  session. 

13.  That  the  National  Center  provide  a  copy  of  Robert's  Rules  of  Order  for  each 
State  delegation. 

14.  That  guest  speakers  continue  to  be  limited  to  subjects  pertinent  to  FFA  and 
speeches  be  no  longer  than  20  minutes. 

15.  That  celebrities  be  included  on  the  program  for  added  interest. 

16.  That  standing  ovations  be  used  only  when  sincerely  deserved. 

17.  That  slide  presentations  continue  to  be  made  on  the  national  officers'  activities. 

18.  That  practice  sessions  begin  on  time. 

19.  That  slide  presentations  like  "FFA"  be  continued  with  the  use  of  improved 
slides  and  sound  systems. 

20.  That  the  use  of  a  pertinent  and  contemporary  theme  be  continued. 

21.  That  the  National  FFA  Convention  Committee  be  divided  into  two  distinct 
committees  consisting  of  the  Program  and  Proceedings  Committee  and  the 
Resolutions  Committee. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  com- 
mend and  extend  sincere  appreciation  to  the  individuals  and  groups 
who  have  devoted  their  time  and  money  in  making  this  convention 
a  tremendous  success. 

1.  The  members  of  the  National  Board  of  Directors,  national  staff,  state  staffs 
and  advisors  for  their  untiring  efforts  and  continuing  assistance  to  members 
of  the  FFA. 

2.  The  1971-72  National  Officers  for  providing  all  of  the  characteristics  and 
traits  of  inspiration,  leadership  and  brotherhood,  and  the  united  dedication 
of  these  six  men  who  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  45th  convention. 
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3.  J.  E.  Streetman,  1972  Chairman  of  the  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee,  and 
the  committee,  for  their  outstanding  job  and  the  leadership  portrayed  in  that 
organization. 

4.  All  members  of  the  President's  National  Advisory  Council  on  Vocational 
Education  for  attending  and  participating  in  the  convention  program. 

5.  The  Lilly  Endowment,  Inc.  and  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  for  their 
continued  faith  in  the  FFA  and  support  of  the  Building  Our  American  Com- 
munities Program. 

6.  The  Honorable  Charles  Wheeler,  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  the  Kansas 
City  Police  Department  and  the  residents  of  Kansas  City  for  their  fantastic 
hospitality  and  loyalty  to  the  FFA. 

7.  All  members  of  the  FFA  Band  and  Chorus,  and  a  special  thank  you  to  the 
Forest  Hills  Quartet,  and  the  convention  organist,  Ted  Macy.  We  also  wish 
to  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Roger  Heath,  Mr.  Marvin  Myers,  Mr.  Don 
Erickson  and  their  loyal  assistants  for  rendering  their  services  to  the  musical 
aspect  of  this  convention. 

8.  The  Kansas  City  FFA  Convention  Advisory  Committee,  the  Kansas  City 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  management  and  staff  of  the  Kansas  City 
Municipal  Auditorium  for  their  continuance  to  believe  in  our  purposes  and 
their  unselfish  loyalty  in  serving  the  FFA. 

9.  Honorable  Earl  Butz,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  for  bringing  us  in  view  with 
the  President's  ideas  and  for  representing  him  here  at  this  convention  with 
his  timely  and  inspiring  remarks. 

10.  The  outstanding  guest  speakers  featured  in  our  program — Honorable  H.  Roe 
Bartle,  former  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Honorable  Gus  Douglass, 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  in  West  Virginia  and  Curley  Culp  of  the  Kansas 
City  Chiefs. 

11.  The  Wurlitzer  Organ  Company  for  loaning  us  the  electric  organ  which  added 
pleasure  to  the  convention. 

12.  The  director  and  assistants  of  the  Courtesy  Corps,  Ushers,  Stage  Crews, 
Arena  Crews  and  all  others  who  assisted  in  the  smoothness  of  the  convention. 

13.  All  companies,  civic  clubs  and  individuals  who  sponsored  and  made  possible 
the  many  meal  functions  and  activities  for  the  FFA  members. 

14.  The  trade  and  professional  associations,  exhibitors  of  the  informative  and 
worthwhile  Agricultural  Career  Exhibits,  and  the  State  Associations  for  their 
important  and  dynamic  exhibits. 

15.  To  respected  judges,  officials  and  participants  in  the  various  contests,  awards 
programs  and  other  special  events  for  serving  the  FFA  by  selecting  the 
winners. 

16.  The  people  of  the  American  Royal  for  providing  a  day  of  festivities  that  were 
educational  and  entertaining  for  the  members. 

17.  The  Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Company  for  once  again  climaxing  our  con- 
vention with  their  program. 

18.  The  Color  Guard  from  Richards-Gebaur  Air  Force  Base. 

19.  All  organizations  of  the  press,  TV  and  radio  that  have  let  the  Nation  know 
about  this  convention,  and  our  appreciation  to  Mr.  Dan  Reuwee  for  his  publi- 
cizing efforts.  We  also  wish  to  show  our  gratitude  to  the  Newspaper  Farm 
Editors  of  America  and  the  National  Association  of  Farm  Broadcasters. 

20.  Dan  Lehmann,  youth  guests,  Malcolm  McVie  and  other  individuals  who  spoke 
or  played  a  role  in  the  45th  convention,  we  give  our  best  wishes. 

21.  All  chapter  and  state  delegates  for  their  attendance  and  cooperation  in  the 
conducting  of  the  45th  National  Convention. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRED  McCLURE,   Texas    (Chairman) 
DARYL  SYWASSINK,   Iowa 
RON  DESJARDINS,   Connecticut 
CRAIG  HITCH,   Delaware 
MIKE  NEWKIRK,   Missouri 
RANDALL  LANIER,   North   Carolina 
RICK  THOMAS,   Oklahoma 
GAYLE  KENNY,   Rhode   Island 
JAY  PHILLIPS,   Utah 
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NATIONAL   IT  A    WEEK   COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  FFA  Week  Committee  for 
1972,  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  the  more  effective 
utilization  of  the  FFA  Week  theme: 

1.  That  the  National  Supply  Service: 

a.  Mail  FFA  Week  materials  directly  to  the  chapter  president. 

b.  Mail  these  materials  on  the  earliest  date  possible. 

c.  Investigate  the  possibility  of  including1  the  order  brochure  for  FFA  promo- 
tion materials  in  the  National  Supply  Service  catalogue  and  The  National 
FUTURE   FARMER  Magazine. 

d.  Consider  providing  the  state  associations  with  15  second,  30  second,  or 
one  minute  films  for  promotion  of  the  FFA  theme  to  be  used  on  TV  broad- 
casts. 

2.  That  the  state  associations: 

a.  Consider  providing  an  FFA  Week  top  chapter  award. 

b.  Include  articles  in  the  state  newspaper  and/or  magazine  covering  FFA 
Week  activities. 

3.  That  the  state  officers  send  personalized  letters  to  individual  chapter  presidents 
encouraging  them  to  promote  FFA  Week. 

4.  That  chapter  officers  plan  a  program  of  activities  based  on  the  FFA  theme  to 
be  used  throughout  the  year. 

The  committee  reviewed  suggestions  for  future  FFA  themes. 
These  include : 

FFA  .  .  .  More  Than  Farming 
FFA  .  .  .  For  a  Lasting  America 
FFA  .  .  .  Building  for  the  Future 
FFA  .  .  .  Flexible  and  Relevant 
FFA  ...  A  Future  for  Agriculture, 

A  Future  for  America 
FFA  .  .  .  Opportunities  Unlimited 
We   would   encourage   all   members   to   submit   to   the   national 
office  any  ideas  concerning  future  themes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NOEL  THOMAS,   Tennessee    (Chairman) 

KIM  HAVENS,   Wisconsin 

RUFUS  JONES,   Georgia 

LUCIEN   LABORDE,   JR.,   Louisiana 

TOM  RIGGINS,   Nevada 

DEBORA  KREN,   New  York 

GREG  DUFF,   Oregon 

GARY  KELLEY,   West  Virginia 

MICHAEL  JACOBSON,   Nebraska 

TERRY  JOHNSON,   Alabama 

INTERNATIONAL  PROGRAM  OF  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  International  Program  of  Activities  Committee  for  1972, 
submit  the  following  goal: 

To  provide  an  exchange  of  ideas  with  agriculturally  oriented 
groups  abroad  and  at  home,  to  exchange  organizational  ideas  in  order 
to  further  our  mutual  goals  in  agricultural  education,  and  to  promote 
international  understanding  and  cooperation. 

We  suggest  the  following  objectives  to  achieve  this  goal: 

1.  Encourage  state  associations  and  local  chapters  to  undertake  international 
programs  and  exchanges,  and  to  promote  said  programs  by  providing  financial 
aid  through  state  and/or  local  scholarships. 


44  FORTY-FIFTH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

2.  Expand  and  improve  Work  Experience  programs,  with  all  countries  willing 
to  participate. 

3.  Especially  encourage  the  NVATA  to  undertake  agricultural  teacher  exchanges 
with  foreign  countries. 

4.  Work  closely  with  foreign  ministries  of  education  in  exchange  programs. 

5.  Utilize  American  representatives  and  organizations  (U.  S.  diplomats,  church 
groups,  industries,  private  firms,  bank  associations,  youth  organizations,  civic 
clubs,  etc.),  located  and  operating  in  foreign  countries  more  efficiently  to  help 
develop  the  definite  and  necessary  contacts  needed  and  wanted  with  those 
agriculturally  oriented  youth  groups  in  other  countries. 

6.  Cooperate  with  foundations  and  organizations  with  common  objectives  and 
goals  on  youth  exchanges,  such  as  American  Field  Services,  Rotary  Inter- 
national, International  Christian  Youth  Fellowship,  International  Farm  Youth 
Exchange,  etc. 

7.  Utilize  exchange  visitors  and  past  exchanges  by  including  them  in  chapter, 
state  and  national  activities  in  order  to  stimulate  more  interest  in  international 
programs. 

8.  Provide  an  International  Work  Experience  Abroad  program  during  one 
session  of  the  national  convention  and/or  an  all-day  gathering  place  for 
members  and  exchange  visitors  to  visit  and  relax  with  the  opportunity  and 
ability  to  make  plans  for  future  exchanges  and  to  obtain  information  about 
the  WEA  program. 

9.  Look  into  possibilities  of  holding  regional  or  state-wide  meetings  of  the  inter- 
national chapter  members  at  state  or  regional  functions  of  the  FFA  with  a 
national  staff  member  present. 

10.  Involve  past  and  present  FFA  members  who  have  participated  in  other  inter- 
national exchange  programs  in  promoting  the  FFA  International  Program. 

11.  Extend  a  standing  invitation  to  the  FFA  and  national  diplomats  of  three 
foreign  countries  to  our  national  convention  and  send  personal  invitations  to 
these  people  from  the  national  staff. 

12.  Continue  the  publication  of  the  Future  Farmer  Globe,  an  international  maga- 
zine about  FFA. 

13.  Commence  a  promotional  program  on  all  state  and  local  levels,  covering 
various  international  programs  by  utilizing  the  following  suggestions: 

a.  Produce  a  film  about  the  program. 

b.  Make  slide  set  available  for  distribution  to  state  and  local  levels. 

c.  Provide  promotional  literature. 

d.  Have  the  National  FFA  Magazine  publish  articles  of  an  informational  and 
promotional  nature,  written  particularly  by  exchangees  in  each  issue  of 
the  magazine  for  promotion  of  the  exchange  program. 

e.  Promote  and  utilize  educational  exchange  program  booths  at  livestock 
shows  and  fairs  on  the  local,  state  and  national  levels.  Develop  display 
materials  to  be  furnished  upon  request  to  states. 

f.  Call  attention  to  state  and  chapter  advisors  of  promotional  materials 
available. 

14.  Move  toward  translation  and  publication  of  FFA  materials  and  current  agri- 
cultural knowledge  for  those  countries  involved  in  the  exchange  program. 

15.  Continue  to  explore  and  seek  new  areas  for  financing  of  international  pro- 
grams through  national,  state  and  local  civic  organizations,  agricultural  clubs 
and  international  agriculturally  related  companies  and  foundations. 

16.  Set  minimum  stipend  at  $125  per  month  for  participants  in  the  Work  Ex- 
perience Abroad  program  visiting  the  U.S. 

17.  Have  the  national  staff  look  further  into  the  1976  International  Agricultural 
Youth  Conference. 

The  reason  for  which  we  have  made  these  proposals  is  that  we, 
as  Americans,  realize  we  must  do  everything  in  our  power  to  feed  all 
people,  including  the  200  million  Americans  we  are  feeding  today,  as 
well  as  to  improve  all  life  around  the  globe.  Therefore,  we  must  work 
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hand  in  hand  with  our  friends  of  other  countries  to  accomplish  this 
great  task. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  GOOD,   JR.,   Virginia    (Chairman) 
KARL  KINCADE,  Michigan 
RON  NULIK,   Kansas 
DALE   EDGECOMB,   Illinois 
DENNIS  PIERCE,   Rhode   Island 
CRAIG  JOHANNSEN,   South    Dakota 
FORREST  BRAY,   New   Mexico 
RUDY  WETHERINGTON,    Florida 

NATIONAL  FUTURE  FARMER  MAGAZINE  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  FFA  Magazine  Committee  for 
1972,  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  more  effectiveness 
and  improvement  of  the  magazine : 

1.  Increase  articles  concerning  former  FFA  members  who  have  succeeded  in  their 
respective  fields. 

2.  Continue  printing  articles  concerning: 

a.  National  contest  winners. 

b.  National  FFA  officers,  their  travel  and  experiences  during  their  term  in 
office. 

c.  Work  Experience  Abroad  programs,  leadership  conferences,  career  oppor- 
tunities, and  other  topics  of  interest  to  FFA  members. 

3.  Encourage  members  to  continue  providing  responses  to  articles  printed  in  the 
magazine. 

4.  More  articles  on  "behind  the  scenes"  workings  of  our  national  organization 
(convention  committees,  board  meetings,  Alumni  and  others)  to  greater  inform 
the  members  relating  to  national  organization  business. 

5.  All  subscriptions  to  the  magazine,  except  for  those  of  the  members,  be  sent 
directly  to  the  magazine  leaving  only  members  names  and  addresses  on  the 
membership  rosters. 

6.  Encourage  local  chapters  to  include  the  complete  mailing  address,  including 
zip  code  of  each  member  on  the  membership  roster. 

7.  Encourage  members  to  submit  more  articles,  editorials,  and  higher  quality 
pictures  to  the  magazine. 

8.  Encourage  some  emphasis  on  coverage  of  regional  FFA  activities. 

9.  This  convention  go  on  record  as  commending  the  National  FUTURE  FARMER 
and  its  personnel  for  the  outstanding  improvements  and  for  their  constructive 
attitude  toward  suggestions  for  its  improvements. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALFRED  STEVENS,   Louisiana    (Chairman) 
BECKY  MILLER,   Wisconsin 
DAVID  PATTRIDGE,   Mississippi 
MICHAEL  IGNACIO,   Hawaii 
LEONARD  BOSQUES,   Puerto   Rico 
KELLY  MARTIN,   Texas 
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NATIONAL  FFA  LEADERSHIP  PROGRAM   COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  1972  National  FFA  Leadership  Program 
Committee  realize  that  leadership  is  one  of  the  most  important  seg- 
ments of  FFA  activities  and  involvement.  In  order  to  further  leader- 
ship development  on  all  levels,  we  recommend  the  following: 

1.  Continue  the  State  Presidents'  Conference  using  the  same  basic  format  as  in 
1972,  and  utilize  the  leadership  of  all  the  national  officers  to  the  fullest  at  the 
conference. 

2.  Continue  the  Washington  Conference  Programs  for  chapter  officers  and 
members. 

3.  Encourage  participation  in  the  Washington  Conference  Programs  by  the  use 
of  promotional  brochures  and  literature. 

4.  Utilize  two  national  officers  at  each  conference  program. 

5.  Involve  all  FFA  members  at  the  chapter,  district,  and  state  level  in  leadership 
training  programs  such  as  conferences  and/or  camps. 

6.  Encourage  all  states  to  participate  in  the  sub-regional  leadership  training 
conference. 

7.  Utilize  two  officers  at  each  sub-regional  leadership  conference. 

8.  Have  the  national  organization  explore  the  possibility  of  having  parliamen- 
tary procedure  contests  at  the  regional  and  national  levels. 

9.  Encourage  the  national  organization  to  provide  leadership  material  for  local 
chapters. 

10.    Encourage  classroom  teacher  instruction  of  leadership   as   an   integral   part 
of  the  curriculum  of  vocational  agricultural  education. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

BRAD  TREXLER,   Kansas    (Chairman) 
MARK  HOLKUP,   North   Dakota 
ALLAN  BR1SSON,  Vermont 
ROBERT  SMITH,   New  Jersey 
DAVID  BEARD,   Montana 
BARRY  CRONIC,   Georgia 
TIM  DeLOACH,   Alabama 
STEWART  HUGHES,   Kentucky 

PROGRAM  OF  ACTIVITIES   COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  Program  of  Activities  Com- 
mittee, have  carefully  reviewed  and  inspected  the  proposed  1973 
National  Program  of  Activities,  and  submit  the  following  recommen- 
dations to  the  Boards  of  National  Officers  and  Directors  for  their 
consideration : 

1.  That  the  present  format  of  the  National  Program  of  Activities  be  retained. 

2.  That  "Goals"  be  made  measurable  and  specific,  using  definite  figures  or  numbers 
as  often  as  possible. 

3.  That  the  Report  of  Accomplishments  of  the  National  Program  of  Activities  be 
expanded  in  all  areas,  and  more  factual  and  in-depth  information  be  given  in 
these  areas. 

4.  That  each  committee  review  the  National  Program  of  Activities  and  Report  of 
Accomplishments  before  making  recommendations  regarding  their  respective 
committees. 

5.  That  each  committee  receive  a  packet  containing  the  National  Program  of 
Accomplishments  and  guidelines  for  committee  operation  in  each  respective 
committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WAYNE  VANGRAEFSCHEPE,   Colorado 

(Chairman) 
R.   W.   UNDERWOOD,   North   Carolina 
PAT  HENNEBERRY,   Minnesota 
ROD  KELSEY,   Indiana 
MIKE  MACNAB,  Oregon 
DON  STOLLER,   Ohio 
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NATIONAL  CHAPTER  SAFETY   AWARDS  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  Committee  would  like 
to  commend  Mr.  Robert  Seefeldt,  Mr.  Dan  Reuwee,  Mr.  A.  B.  Cordes, 
Mr.  Roy  Randt,  Mr.  Philip  Schmidt,  Dr.  Richard  Pfister,  Mr.  Rollin 
Schneider  and  Dr.  Pete  Knapp  for  their  efforts  in  developing  the 
National  Chapter  Safety  Award  materials. 

We  would  also  like  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Farm  and 
Industrial  Equipment  Institute  and  Dow  Chemical  U.S.A.  for  their 
sponsorship  of  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  Program  and 
their  interest  in  and  support  of  the  FFA. 

After  carefully  reviewing  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards 
Program,  we  respectfully  submit  the  following  recommendations  : 

1.  That  the  entire  application  form,  and  Division  I  of  Form  I  in  particular,  be 
reviewed  with  consideration  being  given  to  chapters  whose  program  is  not 
applicable  to  the  questions  asked. 

2.  That  Division  II  of  Form  I  be  revised  in  regard  to  determining  the  number  of 
members  involved. 

a.  That  one   question    dealing   with    number   of   members    and    percentage    of 
chapters  involved  in  the  total  safety  program  be  asked. 

b.  That  number  and  percentage  involved  in  each  program  be  listed  under  the 
Information  column    (e.g.  Question  4). 

3.  That  in  order  to  be  considered  a  state  award  winner  (Gold,  Silver,  Bronze) 
Form  II  must  be  submitted  with  Form  I  on  all  levels.  Notice  to  be  listed  under 
Eligibility  on  the  application  form. 

4.  That  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  Program  be  reviewed  at  the  1973 
National  FFA  Convention  after  one  full  year  of  exposure. 

5.  That  States  develop  a  program  to  further  publicize  the  National  Chapter  Safety 
Awards  Program. 

a.  State  officers  inform  Chapter  officers  and  members  about  the  program  when- 
ever possible. 

b.  That  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  material  be  mailed  directly  to  the 
chapter  president  from  the  state  office  (or  whatever  office  is  applicable). 

6.  That  we  strongly  encourage  every  chapter  to  develop  a  continuing  safety 
awareness  program  as  outlined  in  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards 
Handbook. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards 
Program  receives  the  nationwide  support  of  all  FFA  chapters. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PAT  HENNEBERRY,   Minnesota    (Chairman) 

DALE  SCHEIDERER,   Ohio 

MIKE  SLOVIACZEK,   Idaho 

RUSS  MEDUSKI,   Massachusetts 

RODNEY  KELSEY,   Indiana 

BOB  BERRY,   California 

DAVID  LIMMER,   Wyoming 

NATIONAL  FFA  SUPPLY  SERVICE  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  National  FFA  Supply  Service  Committee,  offer  the 
following  recommendations : 

1.  That  all  FFA  members  support  the  National  FFA  Supply  Service  in  Alexan- 
dria, Virginia  since  it  is  an  integral  part  of  this  organization. 

2.  That  an  optional  insulation  be  provided  for  the  windbreaker. 

3.  That  a  special  public  relations  section  be  included  in  the  catalogue. 

4.  That  smaller  amounts  of  stationery  be  available. 

5.  That  in  the  plaque  section  a  note  be  made  that  plaques  can  be  made  to  order. 
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6.    That  a  note  be  spaced  throughout  the  catalogue  reading:  "If  reasonable  quanti- 
ties of  special  items  are  desired,  please  write  for  price  quotations." 

The  committee  wishes  to  commend  the  National  FFA  Supply 
Service  for  25  years  of  outstanding  service  to  the  Future  Farmers 
of  America. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  WILKIN,   Idaho    (Chairman) 
RANDY  FLACK,   Iowa 
BRIAN  WILLIAMS,   Maine 
LYNN  WHITING,   Michigan 
SCOTT  CARPENTER,   Nevada 
JOHN  RUNKLE,   New   Mexico 
ALAN  OLSON,   North   Dakota 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FFA  TREASURER 

JULIAN  M.  CAMPBELL 

It  is  my  privilege  as  National  Treasurer  of  the  FFA  to  bring 
to  you  a  brief  report  of  the  financial  status  of  your  organization. 

We  have  distributed  in  the  delegates'  section  a  mimeographed 
statement  of  Income  and  Retained  Income  for  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1972  and  a  double  printed  sheet  showing  the  percentage  distribu- 
tion of  Revenue  and  Expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
1972.  Delegates  may  refer  to  these  now. 

As  you  are  probably  aware,  this  is  the  first  year  that  your  organi- 
zation has  operated  under  a  control  accounting  system  at  the  FFA 
Center  in  Alexandria.  Under  the  reorganized  financial  structure  pro- 
visions were  made  for  a  comptroller  to  coordinate  all  of  the  FFA 
organization's  finances  of  the  three  major  divisions;  namely,  the 
FFA  Program  Division,  the  FFA  Magazine  and  the  FFA  Supply 
Service.  Actually  each  division  is  identified  within  the  financial  struc- 
ture, including  the  budget. 

I  will  first  review  briefly  the  consolidated  statement  and  then 
discuss  the  percentage  distribution  of  revenue  and  expenditures  for 
the  past  year. 

Operating  income  from  all  sources  for  the  year  just  ended  totaled 
$1,392,837.57.  This  revenue  was  derived  from  merchandise  sold  to 
FFA  members,  advertising,  subscriptions,  calendar  sales,  membership 
dues,  interest  earned  on  reserve  funds,  management  services,  registra- 
tion fees,  and  miscellaneous  income. 

The  combined  operating  expenses  of  the  three  divisions  for  the 
year  ended  June  30,  1972  was  $1,383,990.66.  These  expenses  consist 
primarily  of  salaries,  editing,  printing  and  mailing  the  magazine  and 
calendar,  travel  of  national  officers  and  Board  of  Directors,  cost  of 
operating  the  national  convention,  maintenance  of  your  FFA  build- 
ings, freight  and  postage  and  other  national  office  expenses. 

Comparing  the  retained  income  balances  at  the  beginning  and 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  net  income  was  $4,219.42. 

The  total  Revenue,  including  the  goods  sold  through  the  Supply 
Service,  was  $2,746,639. 
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Supply  Service  Sales 69.849? 

FFA  Dues 15.749* 

Advertising  FFA  Magazine 6.! 

FFA  Calendar  Sales .'127'/, 

Convention  Registration  Fees 1.239? 

Service  Charges  1.209? 

Interest  979? 

Miscellaneous  Subscriptions  .657 

Other  Revenue 57<  < 

Total  Expenditures  amounted  to  $2,742,421. 

Supply  Service — Cost  of  goods  sold 49.077 

FFA  Program  Division  Operating  Cost 12.809? 

Supply  Service  Operating  Costs 12.627 

FFA  Magazine  Operating  Costs 11.007 

Fiscal  Accounting  Division  and  Building  Operations  7.297 

FFA  Magazine  Printing  and  Distribution  Costs 7.22% 

Separate  from  the  Consolidated  FFA  Account  is  the  National 
FFA  Foundation  which  received  its  income  from  contributions  from 
over  600  sponsors  and  from  interest  on  reserve  funds.  The  greater 
part  of  the  FFA  Foundation  budget  is  expended  in  connection  with 
your  incentive  awards  program  and  special  projects  recognizing  agri- 
cultural education  members  of  the  FFA  for  outstanding  achievement 
in  agricultural  and  leadership  activities.  Mr.  John  Streetman,  Chair- 
man of  the  Sponsoring  Committee,  will  have  a  more  complete,  up-to- 
date  report  tomorrow  on  the  status  of  the  FFA  Foundation. 

On  the  recommendation  of  your  National  Officers  and  Board  of 
Directors,  reserve  funds,  operating  capital  and  other  available  FFA 
funds  are  invested  from  time  to  time  on  a  short  term  basis  in  banks 
and  other  financial  institutions.  Our  investment  program  for  the  FFA 
as  of  July  30,  1972  totaled  $532,990. 

All  the  FFA  financial  data  is  now  processed  through  a  mini- 
computer located  at  the  FFA  Center.  This  new  system  gives  up-to- 
date  information  on  cash  flow  three  times  a  week  wThich  is  most  helpful 
to  FFA  staff  members  in  making  management  decisions  relating  to 
your  organization. 

Your  accounts  are  audited  annually  by  Certified  Public  Account- 
ants and  copies  of  these  audits  are  presented  to  your  National  Officers 
and  Board  of  Directors  for  review  in  detail  during  board  meetings. 
The  records  are  reviewed  by  your  FFA  Auditing  Committee.  A  copy 
of  the  audit  is  also  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
as  required  by  law. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  your  organization  is  in  a  sound  financial 
condition  and  that  we  exercise  every  safeguard  in  handling  the  funds 
of  your  organization. 
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FUTURE  FARMERS   OF  AMERICA 
STATEMENT  OF  INCOME  AND  RETAINED  INCOME 

Year  Ended  June   30,    1972 

Operating  Income: 

Sales    $1,918,424.76 

Less:  Cost  of  Goods  Sold 1,345,818.81 

Gross  Profit  $    572,605.95 

Advertising  Income — Net  of  Agency 

Commissions  and  Discounts 179,315.36 

Subscription  Income  233,952.07 

Calendar  Income  89,720.90 

Membership  Dues  216,155.50 

Convention  Registration  Income 33,846.20 

Interest  Income  26,564.47 

Management  Services — FFA  Foundation 7,287.43 

International  Program — Net (1,092.47) 

Service  Charge  Income 32,902.72 

Summer  Conferences — Net 1,123.90 

Royalty— Grant  Publishing  Co 326.54 

Reprint  Sales  129.00 

Total  Operating  Income $1,392,837.57 

Operating  Expense: 

Salaries $425,146.38 

Magazine  Costs  —  Production  180,767.07 

—  Advertising  78,125.01 

—  Circulation 57,018.91 

—  Editorial    22,926,69 

Calendar  Costs  and  Expense 84,811.62 

Freight  and  Postage 84,136.37 

Travel  56,290.74 

National  Convention  55,331.76 

Maintenance  and  Utilities 55,479.09 

Depreciation  (Straight-Line)   30,567.86 

Retirement  Expense  (Note  4) 51,458.78 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Supplies 17,254.87 

F.I.C.A.  Tax 26,265.69 

Advertising    18,378.35 

National  and  Regional  Leadership 

Conferences    9,390.82 

Public  Relations 18,228.52 

Wrapping  and  Shipping  Supplies 11,206.66 

Awards  6,931.86 

Legal  and  Accounting 41,643.29 
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Insurance  —  Disability  4,958.29 

Insurance  —  Group  Hospitalization  2,929.28 

Insurance  —  Other   6,393.01 

International  Activities  7,825.84 

Telephone  and  Telegraph 13,593.19 

Taxes  and  Licenses  2,480.22 

Discontinued  and  Obsolete  Merchandise....  302.39 

Merchandise  Losses 4,060.73 

Office  Equipment  Repairs 1,788.94 

Stenographic  Expense — National  Officers..  228.99 

Office  Expense 3,148.80 

Truck  and  Auto  Expense 1,559.02 

Miscellaneous  1,641.72 

Clothing  and  Equipment 1,719.90 

Total  Operating  Expense 1,383,990.66 

Net  Operating  Income $        8,846.91 

Other  Expense: 

Cash  Discounts  —  Advertisers..  $3,417.58 

Discounts  and  Allowances 3,260.99 

Bad  Debts  4,838.77     $11,517.34 

Other  Income: 

Discounts  Received  $1,795.89 

Gain  on  Disposal  of 

Fixed  Assets  —  Net 1,366.95 

Miscellaneous  3,727.01         6,889.85  4,627.49 

Net  Income $        4,219.42 

Retained  Income: 

Balance,  July  1,  1971 1,602,276.60 

Balance,  June  30,  1972 $1,606,496.02 
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National  FFA  Foundation 
Awards  and  Contests 

STAR  FARMER  OF  AMERICA 

Since  1929,  Star  Farmers  have  been  selected  from  the  American 
Farmer  candidates  who  receive  the  degree  at  the  time  of  the  National 
FFA  Convention.  A  check  for  $1,000  went  to  the  Star  Farmer  of 
America,  and  checks  of  $500  were  awarded  to  each  of  the  other  three 
regional  "Stars".  The  Star  Farmer  of  America  was: 
David  Galley,  Garrattsville,  New  York 

The  Regional  Stars  were: 
Bruce  R.  Hemmingsen,  Akron,  Iowa — Star  Farmer,  Central  Region 
Robert  E.  Nash,  Auburn,  Washington — Star  Farmer,  Pacific  Region 
Billy  Joe  Holland,  Plantersville,  Mississippi — Star  Farmer,  Southern 

Region 


Here  They  Are!  The  Eight  "Stars  Over  America."  Four  Star  Farmers  and 
Four  Star  Agribusinessmen  of  America,  chosen  from  the  recipients  of  the 
American  Farmer  Degree. 
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STAR  FARMER  OF  AMERICA  JUDGES 

John  A.  Morgan,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Butler  Manufacturing  Company, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Roderick  Turnbuli,  Director  of  Public  Affairs,  Kansas  City 
Board  of  Trade,  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Claude  W.  Gifford,  Director  of  Informa- 
tion, U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C;  Parke  C.  Brinkley, 
President,  National  Agricultural  Chemicals  Association,  Washington,  D.  C;  Lyle 
R.  Kanetzke,  General  Manager,  Marketing,  J.  I.  Case  Company,  Racine,  Wis- 
consin; E.  C.  "Dick"  Weekley,  General  Manager,  Houston  Livestock  Show  and 
Rodeo,  Houston,  Texas;  John  W.  Scott,  Master,  The  National  Grange,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

C.  Dana  Bennett,  Special  Consultant,  Foundation  for  American  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C;  Wallace  E.  Wilson,  Group  Vice  President,  General  Motors 
Corporation,  Detroit,  Michigan;  Edward  F.  Carter,  Executive  Vice  President, 
Marketing,  Firestone  Tire  &  Rubber  Company,  Akron,  Ohio;  R.  M.  Hendrickson, 
President,  Agriculture  Division,  Pfizer  Inc.;  New  York,  New  York;  Roy  W.  Uelner, 
General  Manager,  Agricultural  Equipment  Division,  Allis-Chalmers,  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin;  Dr.  Robert  M.  Worthington,  Associate  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Education, 
U.  S.  Office  of  Education,  Washington,  D.  C;  W.  Phillip  Hefley  Regional  Com- 
missioner, U.  S.  Office  of  Education — Region  VII,  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  William 
A.  Powell,  President,  Mid-American  Dairymen,  Inc.;  Princeton,  Missouri;  Gus  R. 
Douglass,  Commissioner,  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  Charleston,  West 
Virginia;  John  T.  Riley,  Vice  President,  Animal  Health  and  Food  Products,  Merck 
&  Company,  Inc.,  Rahway,  New  Jersey. 


STAR  AGRIBUSINESSMAN  OF  AMERICA 

Beginning  in  1959  the  Star  Agribusinessman  of  America  has  been 
selected  from  the  American  Farmer  candidates.  He  received  a  $1,000 
award  from  the  National  FFA  Foundation,  Inc.  Each  of  the  other 
regional  "Stars"  received  $500.  The  Star  Agribusinessman  of  America 
was: 
Edward  Dennis  Higley,  Brattleboro,  Vermont 

The  Regional  Stars  were : 
David  Emerson  Plummer,  Carroll,  Ohio — Star  Farmer,  Central  Region 
Dan  Hardison,  Buckeye,  Arizona — Star  Farmer,  Pacific  Region 
Tyson  Stephens,  Swainsboro,  Georgia — Star  Farmer,  Southern  Region 

STAR  AGRIBUSINESSMAN  OF  AMERICA  JUDGES 

Fred  Stines,  Publisher,  SUCCESSFUL  FARMING,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Earl 
T.  Carpenter,  Head,  Department  of  Agricultural  Education,  Clemson  University, 
Clemson,  South  Carolina;  John  J.  L.  Johnson,  General  Sales  Manager,  Ford 
Tractor  Operations,  Ford  Motor  Company,  Troy,  Michigan;  Carroll  V.  Hess, 
Dean,  College  of  Agriculture,  Kansas  State  University,  Manhattan,  Kansas; 
Howard  Teal,  President,  NVATA,  Boonville,  New  York;  J.  E.  Streetman,  1972 
Chairman,  FFA  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee,  Glendale,  Missouri;  A.  Malcolm 
McVie,  President,  Elanco  Products  Company,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 
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R.  E.  Naegele,  General  Manager,  Dow  Chemical  Company,  Midland,  Michi- 
gan; Robert  L.  Walston,  Vice  President,  Marketing,  Funk  Seeds  International,  Inc., 
Bloomington,  Illinois;  Frank  Corbett,  President,  Quindaro  State  Bank,  Kansas  City, 
Kansas;  Leavitt  S.  White,  Public  Relations  Manager,  duPont  Company,  Wilming- 
ton, Delaware;  Dave  Haney,  Vice  President,  General  Manager,  Farm  Equipment 
Division,  International  Harvester  Company,  Chicago,  Illinois;  J.  Dudley  Waldner, 
Vice  President,  Electric  Energy  Association,  New  York,  New  York;  Glenn  A. 
Christians,  Vice  President,  Massey-Ferguson,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  John  G.  Plowden, 
Vice  President,  Administration,  Agriculture  Division,  CIBA-Geigy  Corporation, 
Ardsley,  New  York;  Paul  V.  Miner,  President,  Kansas  City  Star,  Kansas  City, 
Missouri. 

The  1972  Regional  Stars  in  both  production  and  non-production  agriculture 
training  provided  through  vocational  agricultural  education  were  recognized  in 
a  colorful  pageant.  A  slide  presentation  showing  the  history  and  achievements 
of  agriculture  preceded  a  movie  "Stars  Over  America'1  which  was  provided 
through  the  courtesy  of  CIBA-Geigy  Corporation.  The  Star  Farmer  of  America 
and  Star  Agribusinessman  of  America  were  then  awarded  the  highest  honor  to 
be  given  to  an  American  Farmer. 

NATIONAL  CHAPTER  AWARDS  PROGRAM 

The  National  FFA  Chapter  Awards  Program,  conducted  annually 
by  the  national  organization,  is  designed  to  encourage  and  reward 
chapter  effort,  stimulate  group  action  among  members,  and  encourage 
improvement  in  local  chapter  programs  of  activities.  The  awards  pro- 
gram has  been  a  valuable  aid  in  stimulating  both  individual  and 
cooperative  effort,  and  in  crystallizing  chapter  programs  of  work  into 
a  series  of  worthwhile  activities. 

Chapters  were  grouped  into  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  Emblem 
classifications,  according  to  their  record  of  accomplishments  in  super- 
vised agricultural  occupations  experience  programs,  cooperative  ac- 
tivities, community  service,  leadership  activities,  earnings  and  savings 
by  members,  conduct  of  meetings,  scholarship  of  members,  recreation 
and  participation  in  state  and  national  activities. 

The  top  "Gold  Emblem"  rating  was  awarded  to  112  local  chapters. 
"Silver  Emblem"  ratings  went  to  71  chapters  and  "Bronze  Emblem" 
ratings  to  48  chapters. 

Alabama Crossville   Chapter,   Crossville,   gold   emblem;    Section    Chapter, 

Section,  gold  emblem;  Wetumpka  Chapter,  Wetumpka,  silver 
emblem. 

Arizona Amphitheater  Chapter,  Tucson,  silver  emblem;  Coolidge  Chap- 
ter, Coolidge,  silver  emblem. 

Arkansas Conway    Chapter,    Conway,    gold    emblem;    Mansfield    Chapter, 

Mansfield,  gold  emblem. 

California Ceres  Chapter,  Ceres,  silver  emblem;   Hilmar  Chapter,  Hilmar, 

silver  emblem;  Modesto  Chapter,  Modesto,  silver  emblem; 
Easton-Fresno  Chapter,  Fresno,  bronze  emblem. 

Colorado Eaton  Chapter,   Eaton,  gold  emblem;    Ft.   Collins  Chapter,   Ft. 

Collins,  gold  emblem. 

Connecticut Killingly  Chapter,  Danielson,  silver  emblem;  Housatonic  Valley 

Chapter,  Falls  Village,  bronze  emblem. 
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Florida Bartow    Chapter,    Bartow,    gold    emblem;    Santa    Pe    "Senior" 

Chapter,  Alachua,  gold  emblem;    South   Sumter  Chapter,    Bu    • 
nell,  gold  emblem;   Zephyrhills  Chapter-,   Zephyrhills,   gold   em 

blem ;    Fort  Meade  Chapter,    Fort   Meade,  silver  emblem;    Santa 
Fe  "Junior"  Chapter,  Alachua,  silver  emblem;   Bradford   Senior 
Chapter,   Starke,  bronze  emblem;    Brahman    Chapter,    0k< 
bee,  bronze  emblem;  Groveland  Chapter,  Groveland,  bronze  em- 
blem; Hamilton  County  Chapter,  Jasper,  bronze  emblem. 

Georgia Berrien  Chapter,  Nashville,  gold  emblem;  Early  County  Chap- 
ter, Blakely,  gold  emblem;  Effingham  County  Chapter,  Spring- 
field, gold  emblem;  Moultrie  Chapter,  Moultrie,  gold  emblem; 
Patterson  Chapter,  Patterson,  gold  emblem;  Perry  Chapter, 
Perry,  gold  emblem;  Winder-Barrow  Chapter,  Winder,  gold 
emblem;  Douglas  County  Chapter,  Douglasville,  silver  emblem; 
Jackson  County  Chapter,  Braselton,  silver  emblem;  Norman 
Park  Chapter,  Norman  Park,  silver  emblem ;  Oconee  County 
Chapter,  Watkinsville,  silver  emblem. 

Hawaii Kaneohe  Chapter,  Kaneohe,  silver  emblem. 

Idaho Payette    Chapter,    Payette,    gold    emblem;    Fruitland    Chapter, 

Fruitland,  silver  emblem;  Cambridge  Chapter,  Cambridge, 
bronze  emblem. 

Illinois Belvidere  Chapter,  Belvidere,  gold  emblem;  Bushnell-Prairie  City 

Chapter,  Bushnell,  gold  emblem;  Maroa  Chapter,  Maroa,  gold 
emblem ;  Paxton  Chapter,  Paxton,  gold  emblem ;  Southwestern 
Chapter,  Piasa,  gold  emblem ;  Sycamore  Chapter,  Sycamore,  gold 
emblem;  Warren  Chapter,  Monmouth,  gold  emblem;  Champaign 
Chapter,  Champaign,  silver  emblem;  Christopher  Chapter,  Chris- 
topher, silver  emblem ;  Geneseo  Chapter,  Geneseo,  silver  emblem ; 
Jacksonville  Chapter,  Jacksonville,  silver  emblem ;  Roanoke- 
Benson  Chapter,  Roanoke,  silver  emblem ;  Salem  Chapter,  Salem, 
silver  emblem ;  Unity-Tolono  Chapter,  Tolono,  silver  emblem ; 
Harvard  Chapter,  Harvard,  bronze  emblem;  Northwestern  Chap- 
ter, Palmyra,  bronze  emblem;  Paris  Chapter,  Paris,  bronze  em- 
blem; Unity-Mendon  Chapter,  Mendon,  bronze  emblem;  Wapella 
Chapter,  Wapella,  bronze  emblem;  Watseka  Chapter,  Watseka, 
bronze  emblem. 

Indiana Brownstown  Central  Chapter,  Brownstown,  gold  emblem;  Clin- 
ton Central  Chapter,  Michigantown,  gold  emblem;  Prairie 
Heights  Chapter,  LaGrange,  gold  emblem ;  Woodlan  Chapter, 
Woodburn,  gold  emblem ;  Benton  Central  Chapter,  Oxford,  silver 
emblem;  Columbia  City  Chapter,  Columbia  City,  silver  emblem; 
Monroe  Central  Chapter,  Parker,  silver  emblem;  Tri-High 
Chapter,  Straughn,  silver  emblem ;  Whiteland  Chapter,  White- 
land,  bronze  emblem. 

Iowa Audubon  Chapter,  Audubon,  gold  emblem;   Bloomfield  Chapter, 

Bloomfield,  gold  emblem;  Buffalo  Center  Bison  Chapter,  Buffalo 
Center,  gold  emblem;  Cresco  Chapter,  Cresco,  gold  emblem; 
South  Hamilton  Chapter,  Jewell,  gold  emblem ;  Waverly-Shell 
Rock  Chapter,  Waverly,  gold  emblem;  West  Central  Chapter, 
Maynard,  gold  emblem;  Manchester  Chapter,  Manchester,  silver 
emblem;  Monticello  Chapter,  Monticello,  silver  emblem;  Mount 
Ayr  Chapter,  Mount  Ayr,  silver  emblem. 

Kansas Atchison   County   Chapter,   Effingham,   gold   emblem;    Hill   City 

Chapter,  Hill  City,  gold  emblem;  Arkansas  City  Chapter, 
Arkansas  City,  bronze  emblem. 

Kentucky Bullitt   Central    Chapter,    Shepherdsville,    gold    emblem;    Lowes 

Chapter,  Lowes,  gold  emblem;  Lone  Oak  Chapter,  Paducah, 
silver  emblem;  Woodford  County  Chapter,  Versailles,  bronze 
emblem. 

Louisiana Hessmer  Chapter,  Hessmer,  gold  emblem;  Saline  Chapter,  Saline, 

gold  emblem ;    Slidell   Chapter,    Slidell,   gold   emblem ;    Comeaux 
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Chapter,  Lafayette,  silver  emblem;  Oak  Grove  Chapter,  Oak 
Grove,  silver  emblem;  Franklinton  Chapter,  Franklinton,  bronze 
emblem;  Jena  Chapter,  Jena,  bronze  emblem;  South  wood  Chap- 
ter, Shreveport,  bronze  emblem;  Winnfield  Chapter,  Winnfield, 
bronze  emblem. 

Maine Limestone  Chapter,  Limestone,  gold  emblem;  Presque  Isle  Chap- 
ter, Presque  Isle,  silver  emblem. 

Maryland Gaithersburg  Chapter,   Gaithersburg,   gold   emblem;    Damascus 

Chapter,  Damascus,  silver  emblem. 

Massachusetts Wachusett  Chapter,  Holden,  gold  emblem. 

Michigan Cassopolis  Chapter,  Cassopolis,  gold  emblem;  Corunna  Chapter, 

Corunna,  gold  emblem ;  Ovid-Elsie  Chapter,  Elsie,  silver  emblem ; 
Coopersville  Chapter,  Coopersville,  bronze  emblem;  Marshall 
Chapter,  Marshall,  bronze  emblem. 

Minnesota Ortonville   Nature   Builders   Chapter,   Ortonville,   gold   emblem; 

Faribault  Chapter,  Faribault,  silver  emblem;  Forest  Lake 
Chapter,  Forest  Lake,  silver  emblem;  Stillwater  Chapter,  Still- 
water, silver  emblem;  Eagle  Bend  Chapter,  Eagle  Bend,  bronze 
emblem;  Mountain  Lake  Chapter,  Mountain  Lake,  bronze  em- 
blem. 

Mississippi Morton   Chapter,   Morton,   gold   emblem;    Pine    Grove    Chapter, 

Ripley,  gold  emblem. 

Missouri Chillicothe    Chapter,    Chillicothe,    gold    emblem;     East    Prairie 

Chapter,  East  Prairie,  gold  emblem;  Hamilton  Chapter,  Hamil- 
ton, silver  emblem;  South  Shelby  Chapter,  Shelbina,  silver  em- 
blem; North  Callaway  Chapter,  Kingdom  City,  bronze  emblem. 

Montana Flathead  Chapter,  Kalispell,  gold  emblem;  Miles  City  Chapter, 

Miles  City,  silver  emblem. 

Nebraska Kimball  Chapter,  Kimball,  gold  emblem;   St.   Edward  Chapter, 

St.  Edward,  gold  emblem. 

Nevada Ruby   Mountain   Chapter,    Elko,   silver   emblem;    Moapa   Valley 

Chapter,  Overton,  bronze  emblem. 

New  Jersey Allentown  Chapter,  Allentown,  gold  emblem;  Belvidere  Chapter, 

Belvidere,  gold  emblem. 

New  Mexico .Bloomneld  Chapter,  Bloomneld,  gold  emblem;  Cloudcroft  Chap- 
ter, Cloudcroft,  silver  emblem;  Clovis  Chapter,  Clovis,  silver 
emblem. 

New  York .Hamilton    Chapter,    Hamilton,    gold    emblem;    Barker    Chapter, 

Barker,  silver  emblem. 

North  Carolina North   Iredell   Chapter,   Olin,   gold   emblem;    East   Montgomery 

Chapter,  Biscoe,  silver  emblem;  Fuquay-Varina  Chapter, 
Fuquay-Varina,  silver  emblem;  Southern  Wayne  Chapter,  Dud- 
ley, silver  emblem. 

North  Dakota Bottineau  Chapter,  Bottineau,  silver  emblem;  Washburn  Chap- 
ter, Washburn,  silver  emblem. 

Ohio River  View  Chapter,  Warsaw,  gold  emblem;  Big  Walnut  Chap- 
ter, Sunbury,  silver  emblem;  Carrollton  Chapter,  Carrollton, 
silver  emblem;  Greenville  Chapter,  Greenville,  silver  emblem; 
Northwestern  Clark  Chapter,  Springfield,  silver  emblem;  Buck- 
eye Valley  Chapter,  Delaware,  bronze  emblem. 

Oklahoma Ames  Chapter,  Ames,  gold  emblem;  Elgin  Chapter,  Elgin,  gold 

emblem;  Freedom  Chapter,  Freedom,  gold  emblem;  Glencoe 
Chapter,  Glencoe,  gold  emblem ;  Holdenville  Chapter,  Holdenville, 
gold  emblem;  Medford  Chapter,  Medford,  gold  emblem;  Morris 
Chapter,  Morris,  gold  emblem;  Muskogee  Chapter,  Muskogee, 
gold  emblem;  Ponca  City  Chapter,  Ponca  City,  gold  emblem; 
Tahlequah  Chapter,  Tahlequah,  gold  emblem. 

Oregon Silverton    Chapter,    Silverton,    gold    emblem;    Clatsop    Chapter, 

Astoria,  silver  emblem. 
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Pennsylvania Northern  Lebanon  Chapter,  Fredericksburg,  gold  emblem  ;  Gl 

land    Chapter,    New    Holland,    silver   emblem;    Chestnut    Rid 

Chapter,  Fishertown,  bronze  emblem. 

Rhode  Island Scituate  Chapter,  North  Scituate,  silver  emblem. 

South  Carolina Greenville  Chapter,  Greenville,  gold  emblem;  Woodruff  Chapter, 

Woodruff,  gold  emblem;  James  F.  Byrnes  Chapter,  Duncan, 
silver   emblem. 

South  Dakota Hoven  Chapter,  Hoven,  silver  emblem;  Menno  Chapter,  Merino, 

silver  emblem. 

Tennessee Bradley  Central  Chapter,  Cleveland,  gold  emblem;  Dayton  Chap- 
ter, Dayton,  gold  emblem;  Dyersburg  Chapter,  Dyersburg,  gold 
emblem;  Horace  Maynard  Chapter,  Maynardville,  gold  emblem; 
Meigs  County  Chapter,  Decatur,  gold  emblem;  Polk  Chapter, 
Benton,  gold  emblem;  Rogersville  Chapter,  Rogersville,  gold 
emblem;  Warren  County  Chapter,  McMinnville,  gold  emblem. 

Texas Agua  Dulce  Chapter,  Agua  Dulce,  gold  emblem;  Cleburn  Chap- 
ter, Cleburn,  gold  emblem;  East  Central  Chapter,  San  Antonio, 
gold  emblem;  Cal  Farleys  Boys  Ranch,  Boys  Ranch,  gold  em- 
blem: Floydada  Chapter,  Floydada,  gold  emblem;  Hamlin  Chap- 
ter, Hamlin,  gold  emblem;  Hull-Daisetta  Chapter,  Daisetta,  gold 
emblem;  Katy  Chapter,  Katy,  gold  emblem;  Lorena  Chapter, 
Lorena,  gold  emblem;  Midway  Chapter,  Henrietta,  gold  emblem; 
Nacogdoches  Chapter,  Nacogdoches,  gold  emblem;  Sulphur 
Springs  Chapter,  Sulphur  Springs,  gold  emblem;  Van  Vleck 
Chapter,  Van  Vleck,  gold  emblem;  DeSoto  Chapter,  DeSoto, 
silver  emblem ;  Judson  Chapter,  Judson,  silver  emblem ;  Living- 
ston Chapter,  Livingston,  silver  emblem ;  New  Braunfels  Chap- 
ter, New  Braunfels,  silver  emblem;  Tatum  Chapter,  Tatum, 
silver  emblem ;  Clyde  Chapter,  Clyde,  bronze  emblem :  Commerce 
Chapter,  Commerce,  bronze  emblem;  DeKalb  Chapter,  DeKalb, 
bronze  emblem;  Dodd  City  Chapter,  Dodd  City,  bronze  emblem; 
Fort  Bend  Chapter,  Stafford,  bronze  emblem ;  Godley  Chapter, 
Godley,  bronze  emblem ;  Mission  Chapter,  Mission,  bronze  em- 
blem ;  Post  Chapter,  Post,  bronze  emblem ;  Trent  Chapter,  Trent, 
bronze  emblem;  Weslaco  Chapter,  Weslaco,  bronze  emblem. 

Utah Gunnison  Valley  Chapter,  Gunnison,  gold  emblem;  Millard  Eagle 

Chapter,  Fillmore,  gold  emblem;  Bear  River  Chapter,  Garland, 
silver  emblem ;  Springville  Chapter,  Springville,  bronze  emblem. 

Vermont North  County  Chapter,  Newport,  bronze  emblem. 

Virginia Appomattox    Chapter,    Appomattox,    gold    emblem;    Montevideo 

Chapter,  Penn  Laird,  gold  emblem;  C.  T.  Smith  Chapter,  Lady- 
smith,  gold  emblem;  Turner  Ashby  Chapter,  Dayton,  gold 
emblem. 

Washington Eatonville   Chapter,    Eatonville,    gold    emblem;    Kelso    Chapter, 

Kelso,  gold  emblem. 

West  Virginia Ripley  Chapter,   Ripley,  gold  emblem;    Shady   Spring  Chapter, 

Shady  Spring,  gold  emblem;  Greenbrier  East  Chapter,  Lewis- 
burg,  silver  emblem ;  Terra  Alta  Chapter,  Terra  Alta,  silver 
emblem. 

Wisconsin Bloomer  Chapter,  Bloomer,  gold  emblem;  Green  Bay  East  Chap- 
ter, Green  Bay,  gold  emblem;  Monroe  Chapter,  Monroe,  gold 
emblem;  Cadott  Chapter,  Cadott,  silver  emblem;  Granton  Chap- 
ter, Granton,  silver  emblem;  Westby  Chapter,  Westby,  silver 
emblem;  Delavan-Darien  Chapter,  Delavan,  bronze  emblem; 
Janesville-Parker  Chapter,  Janesville,  bronze  emblem ;  Marsh- 
field  Chapter,  Marshfield,  bronze  emblem;  Merrill  Chapter, 
Merrill,  bronze  emblem;  Montello  Chapter,  Montello,  bronze 
emblem;  Rice  Lake  Chapter,  Rice  Lake,  bronze  emblem;  WTau- 
paca  Chapter,  Waupaca,  bronze  emblem. 

Wyoming Albin   Chapter,   Albin,   gold   emblem;    Hillsdale-Burns    Chapter. 

Burns,  gold  emblem;  Buffalo  Bill  Chapter,  Cody,  bronze  emblem. 
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NATIONAL  CHAPTER  SAFETY  AWARDS 

The  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  Program  is  designed  to 
stimulate  activities  by  local  chapters  which  will  result  in  the  more 
widespread  use  of  safety  rules,  thus  lessening  the  tremendous  suffer- 
ing and  loss  of  life,  time  and  property  that  is  caused  each  year  by 
preventable  farm  accidents  and  fires. 

The  best  applications  from  each  state  on  the  basis  of  one  chapter 
per  5,000  members  or  major  fraction  thereof,  were  sent  to  their 
various  regional  offices  where  a  panel  of  experts  ranked  them  in  the 
Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  Emblem  awards. 

There  were  28  Gold  Emblem  Chapters,  24  Silver  Emblem  Chap- 
ters and  24  Bronze  Emblem  Chapters. 

The  winning  chapters  are  as  follows : 

Alabama Jackson    Chapter,    Jackson,    gold    emblem;    Citronelle    Chapter, 

Citronelle,  silver  emblem. 

Arizona Mesa  Chapter,  Mesa,  gold  emblem;  Douglas  Chapter,  Douglas, 

silver  emblem. 

Arkansas Magnet  Cove  Chapter,  Malvern,  gold  emblem;  Mansfield  Chap- 
ter, Mansfield,  silver  emblem. 

Colorado Eaton  Chapter,  Eaton,  gold  emblem. 

Florida Santa  Fe  "Senior"  Chapter,  Alachua,  gold  emblem;  South  Sum- 
ter Chapter,  Bushnell,  gold  emblem. 

Georgia Berrien  Chapter,  Nashville,  gold  emblem;  Lanier  County  Chap- 
ter, Lakeland,  gold  emblem. 

Idaho Payette  Chapter,  Payette,  silver  emblem. 

Illinois Triad    Chapter,    St.    Jacob,    silver    emblem;    Warren    Chapter, 

Monmouth,  bronze  emblem. 

Indiana Tri-High  Chapter,  Straughn,  bronze  emblem. 

Iowa New    Hampton    Chapter,    New    Hampton,    gold    emblem;    Belle 

Plaine  Chapter,  Belle  Plaine,  bronze  emblem. 

Kansas Mission  Valley  Chapter,  Eskridge,  bronze  emblem. 

Kentucky Temple  Hill  Chapter,  Glasgow,  silver  emblem. 

Louisiana Saline  Chapter,  Saline,  gold  emblem;  Hessmer  Chapter,  Hessmer, 

silver  emblem;  Jena  Chapter,  Jena,  silver  emblem;  Franklinton 
Chapter,  Franklinton,  bronze  emblem. 

Maine Limestone  Chapter,  Limestone,  silver  emblem. 

Maryland Walkersville  Chapter,  Walkersville,  gold  emblem. 

Michigan Bangor  Chapter,  Bangor,  bronze  emblem;   Ovid-Elsie  Chapter, 

Elsie,  bronze  emblem. 

Minnesota Faribault  Chapter,  Faribault,  silver  emblem;  Ortonville  Nature 

Builders  Chapter,  Ortonville,  bronze  emblem. 

Mississippi Stone  Chapter,  Wiggins,  silver  emblem. 

Missouri East  Prairie  Chapter,  East  Prairie,  bronze  emblem;  South  Shel- 
by Chapter,  Shelbina,  bronze  emblem. 
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Montana Columbus  Chapter,  Columbus,  silver  emblem. 

Nebraska St.  Edward  Chapter,  St.  Edward,  gold  emblem;  Geneva  Chapter, 

Geneva,  silver  emblem. 

Nevada Ruby  Mountain  Chapter,  Elko,  gold  emblem. 

New  Hampshire. ..Colebrook  Chapter,  Colebrook,  bronze  emblem. 

New  Jersey North   Hunterdon   Regional   Chapter,   Annandale,   gold   emblem; 

Allentown  Chapter,  Allentown,  silver  emblem. 

New  Mexico Hagerman  Chapter,  Hagerman,  bronze  emblem. 

New  York Salem  Chapter,  Salem,  gold  emblem;   Barker  Chapter,   Barker, 

silver  emblem. 

North  Carolina Southern  Wayne  Chapter,   Dudley,  silver  emblem;    Sun   Valley 

Chapter,  Monroe,  bronze  emblem. 

North  Dakota Washburn  Chapter,  Washburn,  bronze  emblem;  Williston  Chap- 
ter, Williston,  bronze  emblem. 

Ohio Big  Walnut  Chapter,  Sunbury,  gold  emblem;  Parkway  Chapter, 

Rockford,  silver  emblem. 

Oklahoma Morris  Chapter,  Morris,  gold  emblem. 

Oregon Silverton    Chapter,    Silverton,    gold    emblem;    Canby    Chapter, 

Canby,  silver  emblem. 

Pennsylvania Chestnut  Ridge  Chapter,  Fishertown,  gold  emblem. 

Rhode  Island.... .....Scituate  Chapter,  North  Scituate,  bronze  emblem. 

South  Carolina Bowman  Chapter,  Bowman,  gold  emblem;  Conway  Junior  Chap- 
ter, Conway,  bronze  emblem. 

South  Dakota Hoven  Chapter,  Hoven,  silver  emblem;  Viborg  Chapter,  Viborg, 

bronze  emblem. 

Tennessee Greenback   Chapter,   Greenback,  gold  emblem;   Warren   County 

Chapter,  McMinnville,  gold  emblem;  Dyersburg  Chapter,  Dyers- 
burg,  bronze  emblem;  Horace  Maynard  Chapter,  Maynardville, 
bronze  emblem. 

Texas , Midway  Chapter,  Henrietta,  gold  emblem;  Hull-Daisetta  Chap- 
ter, Daisetta,  silver  emblem. 

Vermont North  Country  Chapter,  Newport,  silver  emblem;  Oxbow  Chap- 
ter, Bradford,  bronze  emblem. 

Virginia Montevideo   Chapter,   Penn    Laird,    gold   emblem;    C.    T.    Smith 

Chapter,  Ladysmith,  gold  emblem;  Shorthorn  Chapter,  Saltville, 
bronze  emblem. 

Washington Eatonville  Chapter,  Eatonville,  silver  emblem;    Kelso   Chapter, 

Kelso,  bronze  emblem. 

West  Virginia Greenbrier  East  Chapter,  Lewisburg,  silver  emblem;  Mannington 

Chapter,  Mannington,  silver  emblem. 

Wisconsin Monroe  Chapter,  Monroe,  gold  emblem;  Green  Bay  East  Chapter, 

Green  Bay,  bronze  emblem. 

Wyoming Buffalo    Bill    Chapter,    Cody,    gold    emblem;    Frontier    Chapter, 

Cheyenne,  gold  emblem. 
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BUILDING  OUR  AMERICAN  COMMUNITIES 

A  contemporary,  exciting  and  challenging  program  was  recog- 
nized for  the  second  time  at  this  year's  convention.  The  FFA-BOAC 
program  is  designed  to  provide  total  involvement  of  FFA  members 
in  meaningful  programs  designed  to  meet  the  determined  needs  of 
every  community.  It  provides  opportunities  for  FFA  chapters  to 
organize  for  action  to  make  their  community  a  better  place  in  which  to 
live  and  work,  and  to  take  pride  in  telling  about  their  accomplishments. 

Gold  Emblem  ratings  were  awarded  to  38  chapters,  Silver  Emblem 
to  25  chapters  and  Bronze  Emblem  to  15  chapters.  Four  regional 
winners  were  selected  and  appropriate  recognition  given  them  at 
the  national  convention. 

Sycamore  Chapter,  Sycamore,  Illinois,  National  Winner 

Shady  Spring  Chapter,  Shady  Spring,  West  Virginia,  North  Atlantic 

Regional  Winner 
Weldon  Valley  Chapter,  Weldona,  Colorado,  Pacific  Regional  Winner 
Berrien  Chapter,  Nashville,  Georgia,  Southern  Regional  Winner 


The  Sycamore  Chapter  representatives  receive  the  "National  Citation"  from 
Dal  Ferry,  representing  James  V.  Smith,  Administrator  of  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration.  This  cooperative  program  involving  the  FHA  and  FFA  is  sponsored 
by  the  Lilly  Endowment,  Inc. 

The  Sycamore  Chapter  involved  itself  in  water  purification  programs  to 
benefit  both  humans  and  animals.  Excellent  results  were  achieved  through  coop- 
eration by  many  interested  individuals,  agencies  and  organizations. 
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Alabama Boaz   Chapter,    Boaz,   gold   emblem;    Highland    Home    Chapter, 

Highland  Home,  silver  emblem. 

Arizona St.  David  Chapter,  St.  David,  bronze  emblem;  Tempe  Chapter, 

Tempe,  bronze  emblem. 

Arkansas Magnet  Cove  Chapter,  Malvern,  gold  emblem;   Mansfield  Chap- 
ter, Mansfield,  gold  emblem. 

Colorado Eaton  Chapter,   Eaton,  gold  emblem;    Weldon   Valley   Chapter, 

Weldona,  gold  emblem. 

Florida Santa  Fe  "Senior"  Chapter,  Alachua,  gold  emblem,  South 

ter  Chapter,  Bushnell,  gold  emblem. 

Georgia Berrien  Chapter,  Nashville,  gold  emblem;  Pelham  Chapter,  Pel- 
ham,  gold  emblem. 

Idaho Bear    Lake    Chapter,    Montpelier,    bronze    emblem;    Cambridge 

Chapter,  Cambridge,  bronze  emblem. 

Illinois Sycamore  Chapter,  Sycamore,  gold  emblem;  Princeville  Chapter, 

Princeville,  silver  emblem. 

Indiana Columbia  City  Chapter,  Columbia  City,  silver  emblem;   Prairie 

Heights  Chapter,  LaGrange,  silver  emblem. 

Iowa .Winterset  Chapter,  Winterset,  gold  emblem;  Indianola  Chapter, 

Indianola,  silver  emblem. 

Kansas Fowler   Chapter,    Fowler,    gold    emblem;    Moundridge    Chapter, 

Moundridge,  gold  emblem. 

Kentucky Fulton   County  Chapter,   Hickman,   gold   emblem;    Temple    Hill 

Chapter,  Glasgow,  silver  emblem. 

Louisiana Saline    Chapter,    Saline,    gold    emblem;    Franklinton    Chapter, 

Franklinton,  silver  emblem. 

Maine Limestone  Chapter,  Limestone,  silver  emblem. 

Maryland Gaithersburg  Chapter,  Gaithersburg,  gold  emblem;  Walkersville 

Chapter,  Walkersville,  bronze  emblem. 

Michigan Ovid-Elsie  Chapter,  Elsie,  silver  emblem;   Ubly  Chapter,  Ubly, 

bronze  emblem. 

Minnesota Owatonna  Chapter,  Owatonna,  gold  emblem;  Thief  River  Falls 

Chapter,  Thief  River  Falls,  bronze  emblem. 

Mississippi Stone  County  Chapter,  Wiggins,  gold  emblem;  Carthage  Chap- 
ter, Carthage,  silver  emblem. 

Missouri Nodaway-Holt  Chapter,   Graham,   silver  emblem;    East   Prairie 

Chapter,  East  Prairie,  bronze  emblem. 

Montana Stillwater  Valley  Chapter,  Absarokee,  silver  emblem. 

Nebraska Mead  Chapter,  Mead,  gold  emblem;  Pierce  Chapter,  Pierce,  silver 

emblem. 

Nevada Ruby  Mountain  Chapter,  Elko,  silver  emblem. 

New  Jersey North  Hunterdon  Regional  Chapter,  Annandale,  silver  emblem. 

New  Mexico Des  Moines  Chapter,  Des  Moines,  silver  emblem;   Fort  Sumner 

Chapter,  Fort  Sumner,  silver  emblem. 

New  York Sherburne-Earlville  Chapter,  Sherburne,  silver  emblem;  Walton 

Chapter,  Walton,  bronze  emblem. 

North  Carolina East  Montgomery  Chapter,   Biscoe,   gold   emblem;    West   Mont- 
gomery Chapter,  Mt.  Gilead,  silver  emblem. 

North  Dakota Killdeer    Chapter,    Killdeer,    bronze    emblem;    Rugby    Chapter, 

Rugby,  bronze  emblem. 

Ohio Big  Walnut  Chapter,  Sunbury,  gold  emblem;  Loudonville  Chap- 
ter, Loudonville,  silver  emblem. 

Oklahoma Alex  Chapter,  Alex,  gold  emblem;   Tahlequah   Chapter,   Tahle- 

quah,  gold  emblem. 

Oregon Silverton    Chapter,    Silverton,    gold    emblem;    Canby    Chapter, 

Canby,  silver  emblem. 

Pennsylvania Brockway  Chapter,   Brockway,  silver  emblem;    Chestnut   Ridge 

Chapter,  Fishertown,  bronze  emblem. 

South  Carolina Florence  Area  Vocational  Center  Chapter,   Florence,   gold  em- 
blem; Greenville  Chapter,  Greenville,  gold  emblem. 

South  Dakota Viborg  Chapter,  Viborg,  bronze  emblem. 
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Tennessee Polk    County   Chapter,    Benton,    gold    emblem;    Warren    County 

Chapter,  McMinnville,  gold  emblem. 

Texas Sharyland  Chapter,  Mission,  gold  emblem. 

Utah Box  Elder  Chapter,  Brigham  City,  gold  emblem;  Richfield  Chap- 
ter, Richfield,  gold  emblem. 

Vermont Champlain   Valley   Chapter,    Essex   Junction,   gold   emblem;    St. 

Albans  Chapter,  St.  Albans,  bronze  emblem. 

Virginia Appomattox   Senior   Chapter,   Appomattox,    gold   emblem;    Rich 

Valley  Chapter,  Saltville,  bronze  emblem. 

Washington Eatonville  Chapter,  Eatonville,  silver  emblem. 

West  Virginia Ripley  Chapter,  Ripley,  gold  emblem;    Shady   Spring  Chapter, 

Shady  Spring,  gold  emblem. 

Wisconsin Bloomer  Chapter,  Bloomer,  gold  emblem;  Green  Bay  East  Chap- 
ter, Green  Bay,  silver  emblem. 

Wyoming Buffalo  Bill  Chapter,  Cody,  gold  emblem;  Snowy  Range  Chapter, 

Laramie,  silver  emblem. 


AGRICULTURAL  PROFICIENCY  AWARDS 

Sixty  regional  winners  of  the  15  Agricultural  Proficiency  Awards 
met  for  a  luncheon  with  persons  from  government,  business  and  in- 
dustry who  served  as  judges.  The  judging  of  each  of  the  15  areas 
was  done  on  the  basis  of  interviews  and  information  submitted  to  the 
FFA  by  regional  winners.  Each  national  winner  received  a  check  in 
the  amount  of  $250.00  from  the  National  FFA  Foundation,  Inc.,  and 
regional  winners  a  check  for  $200.00.  Following  are  Agricultural  Pro- 
ficiency Award  winners  who  were  recognized  at  the  1972  National 
FFA  Convention : 


Name 
Thomas  James  Kerbs,  Jr. 
Robert  Emil  Klein 
William  L.  Lovelace 
James  Douglas  Baker 


AGRICULTURAL  ELECTRIFICATION 

Chapter  and  State  Ranking 

Eaton,  Colorado  National 

New  Bremen,  Ohio  Central  Region 

Custer,  Oklahoma  Southern  Region 

Mathias,  West  Virginia  No.  Atlantic  Region 


Darrold  Hutchinson 
Ronald  A.  Metzger 
Roy  Haines 
Joseph  Neumann 


Gregory  L.  Blosser 
Gregory  Smith 
Jentry  Bond 
Mark  Andrewjeski 


Thomas  Lee  Morlock 
Royce  B.  Thornton 
Robert  Campbell 
Randy  Evans  Lintz 


AGRICULTURAL  MECHANICS 

Burns,  Wyoming 
Columbia  City,  Indiana 
Stone  County,  Mississippi 
Afton  Aggies,  New  York 

CROP  PRODUCTION 

Olentangy,  Ohio 
Presque  Isle,  Maine 
Stone  County,  Mississippi 
Pasco,  Washington 

DAIRY  PRODUCTION 

Buckeye,  Ohio 
Kuna,  Idaho 

Grassland,  Pennsylvania 
South  Greene,  Tennessee 


National 
Central  Region 
Southern  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 


National 

No.  Atlantic  Region 
Southern  Region 
Pacific  Region 


National 
Pacific  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 
Southern  Region 


Rex  Johnson 
George  W.  Quinn 
Robert  Glenn  Knepp 
Donald  Lynn  Hill 


FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT 

National 
Central  Region 


Wheatland,  Wyoming 
Chillicothe,  Missouri 


Clearfield,  Pennsylvania 
Dayton,  Tennessee 


No.  Atlantic  Region 
Southern  Region 
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Dalton  Eason,  Jr. 
Ronnie  Golden 
William  Allen  Broeders 
Mike  Zach 


Robert  Dale  Eaton,  Jr. 
James  Bradley  Nayes 
Patrick  N.  Walen 
Dolan  Black 


Jerry  James  Moore 
Raymond  Hagemann 
Curtis  R.  Jeffreys,  Jr. 
Sam  Warren 


John  Robert  Borden 
Francis  L.  Edwards 
Robert  Koeppel 
Roy  J.  Hansen 


FOREST  MANAGEMENT 

Fayette,  Alabama 
Flintstone,  Maryland 
Felch,  Michigan 
Silverton,  Oregon 

HOME  IMPROVEMENT 

Big  Sandy,  Tennessee 
Jamestown,  North  Dakota 
Bethel,  Washington 
Harman,  West  Virginia 

LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTION 

Osage,  Iowa 

Santa  Rosa,  California 

Elgin,  Oklahoma 

Greenbrier  East,  West  Virginia 

ORNAMENTAL  HORTICULTURE 

Gardendale,  Alabama 
Ohio  Valley,  Indiana 
Bergen  County,  New  Jersey 
Canby,  Oregon 


National 

No.  Atlantic  Region 
Central  Region 
Pacific  Region 


National 
Central  Region 
Pacific  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 


National 
Pacific  Region 
Southern  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 


National 
Central  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 
Pacific  Region 


Jerry  Tolka 
Randy  Allison  Garner 
Ray  Underwood 
Timothy  Thomas  Taylor 


OUTDOOR  RECREATION 

Patoka,  Illinois  National 

West  Montgomery,  North  Carolina  Southern  Region 

Toledo,  Washington  Pacific  Region 

Masontown,  West  Virginia  No.  Atlantic  Region 


PLACEMENT  IN  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 


Michael  Ira  Gangwer 
James  Odell 
Donald  E.  Pollard 
Hughie  Mommsen 


Hood  River,  Oregon 
Town  Creek,  Alabama 
Housatonic  Valley,  Connecticut 
Rice  Lake,  Wisconsin 


National 
Southern  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 
Central  Region 


Fifteen  groups  of  leaders  of  business  and  industry  and  representatives  of 
agribusiness  areas  took  time  to  judge  the  Agricultural  Proficiency  Awards  in 
Kansas  City. 
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Jerry  Whatley 
David  August  Patke 
Robert  Hibbard 
Michael  S.  Jeli 


PLACEMENT  IN  PROCESSING 

Cullman,  Alabama 
Washington,  Missouri 
Colebrook,  New  Hampshire 
Molalla,  Oregon 


National 
Central  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 
Pacific  Region 


PLACEMENT  IN  SALES  AND/OR  SERVICE 


Wade  Christensen 
Gary  L.  Stauffer 
Jack  Dwayne  Pellham 
Alan  B.  Lippart 


Randy  Gillespie 
Stanley  Gingerich 
Ricky  J.  Thompson 
Harvey  Dinerman 


Thomas,  Oklahoma 
Grassland,  Pennsylvania 
Snohomish,  Washington 
Jefferson,  Wisconsin 

POULTRY  PRODUCTION 

Speake,  Alabama 
Weld  Central,  Colorado 
South  Hamilton,  Iowa 
Scituate,  Rhode  Island 


National 

No.  Atlantic  Region 
Pacific  Region 
Central  Region 


National 
Pacific  Region 
Central  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 


SOIL,  WATER,  AND  AIR  MANAGEMENT 


H.  L.  Goodwin,  Jr. 
Dean  Arden  Anderson 
Paul  Norris  Andre 
Melvin  Lawrence  Gooch 


Tahlequah,  Oklahoma 
Eaton,  Colorado 
Wauseon,  Ohio 
Mannington,  West  Virginia 


National 
Pacific  Region 
Central  Region 
No.  Atlantic  Region 


NATIONAL  FFA  PUBLIC   SPEAKING  CONTEST 

DENNIS  M.  SMITH,   National   Public   Speaking   Winner 

The  National  FFA  Public  Speaking  Contest  is  held  in  Kansas  City. 
It  is  the  final  elimination  of  a  nationwide  contest  that  started  in  local 
chapters  with  winners  progressing  through  area  or  federation  com- 
petition, then  state  contests,  and  four  regional  contests. 


The  four  finalists  in  the  National  FFA  Public  Speaking  Contest  are  recog- 
nized for  their  outstanding  achievement  in  one  of  the  many  areas  of  leadership 
training  provided  through  the  FFA. 
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Each  of  the  four  members  who  participated  in  the  national  contest 
already  had  won  a  medal  at  the  local  chapter  level  and  a  $100  prize 
at  the  state  level.  The  winner  of  the  national  contest  received  $300. 
Other  awards  are  $275  for  second,  $250  for  third,  and  $225  for  fourth. 
All  awards  and  travel  funds  are  provided  by  the  Future  Farmers  of 
America  Foundation,  Inc. 

Each  contestant  spoke  from  6  to  8  minutes  on  an  agricultural 
subject  of  his  own  choosing,  then  was  subjected  to  five  minutes  of 
questioning  by  the  judges.  Scoring  was  done  on  the  basis  of  speech 
delivery,  manuscript,  and  answers  to  questions. 

JUDGES: 

J.  R.  Cullison,  Assistant  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Phoenix, 
Arizona 

James  O.  Hill,  Director  of  Dairy  Extension,  Carnation  Company,  Los  Angeles, 
California 

Orion  Samuelson,  Farm  Service  Director,  KGN  Continental  Broadcasting  Com- 
pany, Chicago,  Illinois 

TIMEKEEPERS: 

Hugh  D.  Lee,  Merchandising  Promotion  Manager,  Florida  Department  of  Citrus, 

Lakeland,  Florida 
Harold  Shoaf,  Administrative  Staff  Assistant,  Kansas  Electric  Cooperatives,  Inc., 

Kansas 

SPEAKERS: 

First  Place — Dennis  M.  Smith,  Park  City,  Kentucky,  Chapter — 

AMERICA'S  GREATEST  INDUSTRY,  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  WASTE 
Second  Place — Cynthia  L.  Kopas,  Gaithersburg,  Maryland,  Chapter — 

WHY  FFA 
Third  Place — Bobby  Tucker,  Mineola,  Texas,  Chapter — 

WHAT  IS  RISING? 
Fourth  Place — Michael  B.  Curtis,  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico,  Chapter — 

OCCUPATIONS  IN  AGRICULTURE 

AMERICA'S  GREATEST  INDUSTRY,  THE  PRODUCTION 

OF  WASTE 

In  the  next  few  years,  if  spacemen  were  to  land  in  Manhattan 
to  explore  the  earth,  their  report  might  present  our  America  some- 
what different  from  the  way  we  would  like  others  to  see  our  nation. 
As  the  alien  explorers  investigate  the  landscape,  they  might  be  un- 
detected by  eyesight  because  of  the  dense  smog.  The  report  of  our 
foreign  friends  might  go  like  this,  "The  ground  is  covered  with  con- 
crete, so  nothing  can  grow.  In  addition,  the  atmosphere  contains 
extremely  dangerous  levels  of  carbon,  monoxide  and  other  deadly 
gases."  Their  conclusion  would  be,  "Life  on  earth  is  impossible." 

"Each  year,  every  citizen  throws  away  one  hundred  seventy  times 
his  body  weight  in  old  cars,  soft  drink  bottles,  newspapers  and  tin 
cans."  American  engineers  have  learned  that  it  is  often  more  con- 
venient to  package  a  product  in  wrappings  which  may  be  thrown 
away  after  use.  Thus,  we  have  become  a  nation  of  discards.  We  in- 
cinerate until  we  suffocate,  and  then  we  pile  our  trash  in  heaps  until 
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we  smother  in  them.  Throw-away  bottles  and  cans  have  accelerated 
the  growth  of  the  city  dump  to  unbelievable  peaks.  Until  finally, 
"America's  Greatest  Industry  is  The  Production  Of  Waste." 

We  are  the  most  advanced  nation  in  the  world.  Our  ranks  include : 
biologists,  technologists,  economists,  and  extremely  well-educated 
engineers.  Yet  in  the  midst  of  genius,  we  find  ignorance  and  stupidity. 
Americans  are  committing  suicide.  Not  by  plunging  our  own  bodies 
into  the  depths  of  our  lakes  but  rather  by  throwing  our  garbage  into 
them. 

Most  people  will  agree  that  pollution  is  a  serious  problem,  and  it 
needs  immediate  action.  Yet,  when  you  ask  those  same  people  what 
they've  done  about  the  situation,  you  will  likely  find  that  they  have 
just  purchased  a  carton  of  no-return  bottles,  that  they  clothe  their 
infants  in  throw-away  diapers,  and  they  frequently  indulge  in  the  use 
of  open  dumps  on  the  home  farm. 

Most  Americans  would  prefer  to  run  away  from  the  problem  of 
pollution  by  a  relaxing  drive  through  the  country  or  a  cabin  on  the 
lake.  Yet,  escape  is  impossible.  No  corner  of  the  world  is  safe  from 
the  perils  of  civilization.  "Poisonous  pesticide  residues  have  been 
detected  in  the  bodies  of  Eskimos  in  the  Arctic,  as  in  the  bodies  of 
penguins  in  the  Antarctic." 

When  America  invented  the  atomic  bomb,  we  introduced  a  con- 
stant threat  of  total  annihilation  by  nuclear  war.  In  finding  a  cheap 
means  of  disposing  of  trash  and  unusable  materials,  we  have  polluted 
our  streams,  our  air,  our  soil,  and  our  bodies.  So  man  lives  on  his 
throne  of  madness.  As  he  diligently  strives  to  increase  his  earnings 
of  the  almighty  dollar,  he  is  slowly  destroying  the  same  natural 
resources  that  support  that  dollar. 

"Not  only  in  America,  but  everywhere,  man  is  totally  disinter- 
ested in  the  problems  of  pollution  until  he  finds  out  that  it  is  not :  Just 
his  neighbors'  problem,  or  just  his  government's  problem,  but  that  it 
is  his  problem  as  well."  Our  hills  are  littered  by  the  dumping  of 
garbage,  our  fish  are  slaughtered  in  countless  billions  by  chemical 
waste,  and  our  children's  playgrounds  are  turned  into  trash  piles.  Yet 
Americans  sit  in  their  easy  chairs  consuming  soft  drinks  and  reading 
the  newspaper.  When  worn  out,  the  chair  will  be  taken  to  the  incin- 
erator, provided  the  air  pollution  control  board  will  still  permit  one ; 
while  the  no-return  glass  bottles  will  be  taken  to  a  trash  pile  to  remain 
there  for  just  a  little  short  of  eternity. 

Probably  not  until  air  pollution  reaches  deadly  proportions  will 
most  burning  be  stopped.  At  that  point,  all  garbage  will  be  taken  to 
the  city  dump.  These  already  over-populated  heaps  of  trash  will  begin 
to  grow  like  raging  monsters  until  they  bulge  at  the  seams.  Large 
cities  with  huge  amounts  of  trash  are  faced  with  a  real  dilemma,  air 
pollution  will  not  permit  incinerators,  thus  they  resort  to  the  sea  for 
dumping.  However,  this  may  be  subject  to  a  proposed  international 
agreement  which  will  deny  us  the  use  of  our  oceans  as  a  world-wide 
garbage  can.  City  dumps  are  already  overflowing;  their  excess  trash 
is  hauled  to  rural  areas  where  it  is  casually  donated  to  the  countryside. 
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Mammoth  dumps  occupy  much  valuable  space  of  the  farmer,  and  they 
continue  to  hamper  production  for  miles  around.  They  become  a 
breeding  place  for  disease  and  rats,  as  well  as  an  eyesore  and  a  health 
hazard.  Toxicants  leaking  from  those  piles  pollute  the  environment 
just  as  surely  as  DDT  or  auto  exhaust. 

The  subject  of  pollution  has  been  brewing  for  some  time.  It  had 
begun  to  take  hold  in  the  early  sixties.  In  1972  it  has  become  a  major 
priority.  Only  because  enough  people  made  enough  noise  has  govern- 
ment begun  to  do  something  about  it.  Elaborate  appropriations  are 
now  being  made  available,  but  unless  we  maintain  a  working  knowl- 
edge of  the  situation,  we  shall  never  see  the  benefits  of  our  appropria- 
tions. If  America  settles  into  its  easy  chair  now,  years  of  preparation 
will  have  been  laid  to  waste.  We  have  the  opportunity  for  investiga- 
tion, research,  development,  and  the  ability  to  find  a  solution  to  our 
problems.  We  should  no  more  turn  away  from  the  most  efficient  method 
of  packaging  than  we  should  return  to  the  use  of  candles  instead  of 
electric  lights.  By  experimenting,  seeking,  searching,  and  ultimately 
solving,  we  may  find  that  recycling  bottles  can  be  made  more  practical. 
And  there's  a  good  chance  that  wrappers  may  someday  be  processed 
so  that  they  too  can  be  consumed  along  with  the  product  they  contain. 
Just  think — a  major  step  in  solving  the  problem  of  solid  waste  forever. 

Few  nations  have  had  the  wisdom  to  land  a  man  on  the  moon,  to 
create  a  nuclear  power  plant,  or  to  slowly  drown  in  its  own  trash  can. 
Once  a  symbol  of  national  pride  and  inspiration,  "our  purple  moun- 
tains" are  cluttered  with  trash;  while  our  "amber  waves  of  grain" 
have  been  transformed  into  a  sea  of  junk.  God  help  America — we 
need  it. 


NATIONAL  FFA  JUDGING  CONTESTS 

An  important  part  of  each  National  FFA  Convention  is  the 
National  FFA  Judging  Contests.  All  six  National  Contests — Agricul- 
tural Mechanics,  Livestock,  Meats,  Poultry,  Dairy  Cattle  and  Dairy 
Products — are  conducted  in  Kansas  City.  The  winning  teams  and  the 
high  scoring  individuals  receive  special  trophies.  The  contests  and  the 
national  winners  are  listed  below. 


AGRICULTURAL  MECHANICS— 36  State  Teams  Participated 

First  Place— CONNECTICUT.  The  team  was  composed  of  David  Mordasky, 
William  Mordasky  and  Bruce  Osborne,  and  coached  by  Philip  Hoyt,  vocational 
agriculture  instructor,  Killingly  High  School,  Danielson,  Connecticut. 

The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  David  Mordasky,  Rockville,  Connecticut 

2.  Steve  Waldorf,  Albany,  Minnesota 

3.  Charles  Manning,  Wenatchee,  Washington 

4.  John  Curtis,  Oak  Hill,  Ohio 

5.  Meredith  A.  Van  Sambeek,  Milbank,  South  Dakota 
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FORTY-FIFTH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
A  NATIONAL  WINNING  TEAM 


Severer/  hundred  members  participate  in  National  Judging  Contests  as  part 
of  the  National  Convention.  Major  emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  areas  of  agri- 
business covered  by  the  instructional  program.  Students  who  participate  have 
earned  the  right  through  outstanding  achievement  in  state  contests  in  their 
particular  area  of  competition.  A  new  contest,  in  Agricultural  Mechanics,  was 
added  this  year. 

LIVESTOCK— 47  State  Teams  Participated 
First  Place — OKLAHOMA.    The  team  was  composed  of  Stan  Bixler,  Mark 

Nickelson  and  Scott  Bixler,  and  coached  by  Wayne  Dimmick,  vocational  agriculture 

instructor,  Waynoka  High  School,  Waynoka,  Oklahoma. 
The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  J.  B.  Larson,  Rossville,  Indiana 

2.  Doug  Sheeder,  Guthrie  Center,  Iowa 

3.  Mike  Leoni,  Hanford,  California 

4.  Roland  Shearer,  Jackson,  Minnesota 

5.  Mark  Nickelson,  Waynoka,  Oklahoma 

MEATS— 38  State  Teams  Participated 

First  Place — OKLAHOMA.  The  team  was  composed  of  Pat  Manke,  Steven 
Cundiff  and  Ernest  Adkins,  and  coached  by  Paul  Evans,  vocational  agriculture 
instructor,  Perkins-Tryon  High  School,  Perkins,  Oklahoma. 

The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were : 

1.  Steven  Cundiff,  Perkins,  Oklahoma 

2.  Steve  Weis,  St.  Ansgar,  Iowa 

3.  Robert  Hayden,  Weiser,  Idaho 

4.  David  Warren  Mogford,  Mason,  Texas 

5.  Pat  Manke,  Perkins,  Oklahoma 

POULTRY— 35  State  Teams  Participated 
First  Place — ILLINOIS.   The  team  was  composed  of  Mark  R.  Warnsing,  Paul 

Corzine  and  Mike  Sims,  and  coached  by  Charles  C.  Clausen,  vocational  agriculture 

instructor,  Assumption  High  School,  Assumption,  Illinois. 
The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Mark  R.  Warnsing,  Assumption,  Illinois 

2.  Danny  Spraberry,  Anson,  Texas 

3.  Darrell  Parks,  Manhattan,  Kansas 

4.  Dennis  Anderson,  Albin,  Wyoming 

5.  Don  R.  Young,  Elmer,  Oklahoma 


FUTURE  FARMERS  OF  AMERICA 
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DAIRY  CATTLE— 46   State  Teams   Participated 
First  Place — MINNESOTA.    The  team   was  composed   of   Kenneth    Knutson, 
Dean  Jirousek,  Mike  Doming  and  Steve  Doming,  and  coached  by  Donald   Barber, 
vocational  agriculture  instructor,  Owatonna  High   School,  Owatonna,   Minnesota. 
The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Kenneth  Knutson,  Owatonna,  Minnesota 

2.  Glenn  Preston,  Quiwry,  Michigan 

3.  Carl  Thayer,  Frederick,  Maryland 

4.  Ron  Heineger,  Powhattan,  Kansas 

5.  John  Fieber,  Clear  Lake,  South  Dakota 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS— 35  State  Teams  Participated 
First  Place — MISSOURI.    The  team  was  composed  of  Russell  Alers,  Dennis 
Newkirk   and  Clifton   Williams,   and   coached   by    Melvin    E.    Barnes,    vocational 
agriculture  instructor,  Licking  High  School,  Licking,  Missouri. 
The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were : 

1.  Russell  Alers,  Licking,  Missouri 

2.  Dennis  Newkirk,  Licking,  Missouri 

3.  Mark  Crews,  Pahokee,  Florida 

4.  David  Radke,  Montello,  Wisconsin 

5.  Debbie  Klawitter,  Montello,  Wisconsin 


Teachers,  school  administrators,  leaders  in  business  and  others  are  recog- 
nized in  an  impressive  manner  for  their  outstanding  support  to  vocational 
agriculture  and  FFA. 

Mr.  John  (Jack)  Streetman,  1972  Chairman  of  FFA  Foundation  Sponsoring 
committee  receives  recognition  for  his  outstanding  efforts  in  raising  money  to 
Committee,  receives  recognition  for  his  outstanding  efforts  in  raising  money  to 
who  set  high  goals  and  work  hard  for  excellence. 
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FORTY-FIFTH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


CONVENTION  ACTION  SHOTS 


Contestants  in  the  new  Agricultural 
Mechanics  Contest  match  knowledge  and 
skills  learned  in  the  vocational  agriculture 
shop. 


Committee  reports  by  official 
delegates  are  an  important  part 
of  the   convention. 


ifUUURI 


The  FFA  Agriculture  Careers  Show  is  strong  evidence  of  the  "Career"  thrust 
that  is  given  by  vocational  agriculture  in  preparing  youth  for  useful  employment. 


FUTURE  FARMERS  OF  AMERICA 


"Curley"  Culp,  great  football 
star  of  Kansas  City  Chiefs,  extends 
greetings.  Curley  was  a  former 
FFA  member  and  State  FFA  Creed 
Speaking  Winner  in   Arizona. 


Attractive  Queens,  representing  major  agricultural  or- 
ganizations add  much  to  the  Convention  Program. 


FFA    Talent    provides    opportunities    for    involvement    in    many 
convention  activities. 
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The  FFA  Creed 


I  believe  in  the  future  of  farming,  with  a  faith  born 
not  of  words  but  of  deeds — achievements  won  by  the 
present  and  past  generations  of  agriculturists;  in  the 
promise  of  better  days  through  better  ways,  even  as 
the  better  things  we  now  enjoy  have  come  up  to  us 
from  the  struggles  of  former  years. 

I  believe  that  to  live  and  work  on  a  good  farm,  or  to 
be  engaged  in  other  agricultural  pursuits,  is  pleasant 
as  well  as  challenging;  for  I  know  the  joys  and  discom- 
forts of  agricultural  life  and  hold  an  inborn  fondness  for 
those  associations  which,  even  in  hours  of  discourage- 
ment, I  cannot  deny. 

I  believe  in  leadership  from  ourselves  and  respect 
from  others.  I  believe  in  my  own  ability  to  work  effi- 
ciently and  think  clearly,  with  such  knowledge  and  skill 
as  I  can  secure,  and  in  the  ability  of  progressive  agri- 
culturists to  serve  our  own  and  the  public  interest  in 
producing  and  marketing  the  product  of  our  toil. 

I  believe  in  less  dependence  on  begging  and  more 
power  in  bargaining;  in  the  life  abundant  and  enough 
honest  wealth  to  help  make  it  so — for  others  as  well 
as  myself;  in  less  need  for  charity  and  more  of  it  when 
needed;  in  being  happy  myself  and  playing  square  with 
those  whose  happiness  depends  upon  me. 

I  believe  that  rural  America  can  and  will  hold  true 
to  the  best  traditions  in  our  national  life  and  that  I  can 
exert  an  influence  in  my  home  and  community  which 
will  stand  solid  for  my  part  in  that  inspiring  task. 

The    creed   was  written   by  E.   M.   Tiffany,    and  adopted  at  the    3rd 
National  Convention  of  the  FFA.    (Revised  at  the  38th  Convention.) 


The  FFA  Motto  .  . 

Learning  to  Do 

Doing  to  Learn 

Earning  to  Live 

Living  to  Serve 


